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A teacher nfight indeed learn all that he needs to 
know about his lesson, by studying it at home with 
the use of the best available helps. But no teacher 
can learn all that he needs to know of the way in 
which other persons look at that lesson, and of the diffi- 
culties which they find in its study, unless he attends 
a teachers’-meeting, where such matters are talked over 
freely. Hence it is that the best teachers are sure to 
be at the teachers’-meeting ; or, at all events, that the 
teachers who attend the teachers’-meeting come to be 
better than the best. 


Recognizing a difficulty is often easier than locat- 
ing its cause. The difficulty is a plain matter of fact. 
The question of its cause is a matter of opinion; and 
in all matters of opinion there is a liability of being 
swayed by purely personal considerations. A Bible- 
class teacher came to an officer of his church with the 
complaint that the ventilation of the Bible-class room 
was so poor that the members of the class were hardly 
able to keep awake through the hour’s exercise. The 
good elder expressed his willingness to do the best he 
could to remedy the difficulty ; but he drily suggested 
that perhaps a surer way of keeping the scholars 
awake would be by changing the teacher. 

a ee 


Manners are the garments of character. It is true, 
you can dress upa French cook in the clothes of a 


nobleman, and pass him off for a count—at a dis- 
tance. But bring him closer, and it soon appears 
that his suit spans him in one place, and hangs too 
loosely in another. It does not fit the man. He does 
not wear it as if it were a very part of himself. His 
covering is better than himself. So you may put fine 
manners on a coarse character, and try to pass him 
off for a gentleman. But the misfit will expose the 
deception. The true gentleman wears his manners 
like his clothing. They are the expression of his own 
self. Be a gentle-man, and your gentle manners will 
show it. Bea boor, and the very fineness of your 
manners will betray the boor beneath them. 


There is nothing in life that slips by more stealthily 
than an opportunity. The artist knows this when he 
hastens to record with his pencil the impression which 
is his for the moment, lest intervening matters shall 
cause it to be dimmed or effaced. The scientist bears 
it in mind as he concentrates his powers for a glance 
into the telescope, or for a movement of the crucible. 
And in all other spheres the fact is recognized by him 
who avails himself promptly of the time which is 
“for every purpose,” and of the fine filaments of cir- 
cumstance which are ready to make his act efficient. 
If we realize that such seasons of advantage have 
come to us and gone again unheeded, we are sad- 
dened, whether our loss be a temporal benefit to our- 
selves, or a never-returning occasion for doing good 


“| to others. Yet this pain will be a blessing if it shall 


teach us that, in order to have our deeds wrought har- 
moniously into the swiftly moving web of life, we 
must be on the alert to use God’s proffered oppor- 
tunities while they are opportunities. 


How good it is to trust absolutely! How good it 
is to be trusted absolutely! At the best, we cannot 
depend on our senses to make clear to us at the time 
the truth concerning the spirit and purpose of another, 
as back of his words or ways forthe moment. At the 
| best, we cannot be sure of making clear to another our 
own spirit and purpose, as back of our words and ways, 
at every moment when we are under observation. We 
cannot judge, nor can we be judged, by sight alone. 
The element of faith must come in to enable us to know 
and to be known truly. Unless we are sure of a 
friend’s character, as the pledge of his unswerving 
fidelity in his friendship, we are liable to see cause 
for questioning as to his thoughts or feelings concern- 
ing us in one way or in another, even while he is 
truer in that friendship than the needle to the pole. 
And unless our friend has a like assurance of trust 
in our character, we are liable to disappoint him; or 
to cause a question in his mind concerning our fidelity, 
at an unexpected moment. But where one’s faith is 
firm, one’s very senses will rightly be in subjection to 
that faith ; for character is a surer basis of confidence 
than any momentary observation can be. 


Most men can argue, but comparatively few can 
really reason. As a rule, a man has his own notions 
of right and wrong, of propriety and of expediency, 
and he is ready to act on his own wishes and impulses. 
If another differs with him, he is prompt to defend 
his position ; and in so doing he thinks only of repel- 
ling an attack by the best means available to him. It 





is not in his mind that he may be in error, and his 





opponent in the right; hence he gives no serious 
thought to what is said against his position, or in 
favor of another position. Sound reasoning is utterly 
useless in discussion with a man of that sort. 
It cannot have weight with him, simply because 
he refuses to give it a thought except with a 
view to its repelling. And here is the difficulty in 
dealing with the average man, at a point where his 
preferences or his prejudices influence him strongly. 
If he is in error, no reasoning tends to convince him of 
error. He is to be reached, if at all, through his feel- 
ings. First he must be made to feel that his interests 
and the interests of the one who is dealing with him 
are not just now in conflict. Only when his feelings 
are thus influenced, will he listen to reason intelli- 
gently. He who would bring his fellows to see their 
error must first win their confidence ; for, in nine cases 
out of ten, logic is powerless against feelings. 





THE GAIN OF A CONTRACTED SPHERE. 


Practical power in this world is largely dependent 
on the limitations of the sphere in which that power 
is exercised. In the realms of physics and of morals, 
as in the realm of logic, the intension of a force is 
increased as its extension is decreased ; hence the closer 
the contractions of our personal sphere in life, the 
more potent may be our influence within and beyond 
that sphere. 

A small quantity of gunpowder ignited in an exten- 
sive open field will spend itself in a powerless flash, 
The same gunpowder shut within the contractions of 
a gun-chamber would drive a solid shot far beyond 
the boundaries of that field, with the possibility of 
doing execution that should decide a battle or a cam- 
paign, atid perhapsmakea turtiing-point in the world’s 
history. House-building is for the very purpose of 
contracting the limits of a home, so that there can be 
warmth there in winter, and cool air in summer, and 
taste and convenience and comfort.at,all times. The 
garments which we wear by day, and the bed-clothing 
which covers us at night, do not in themselves give to 
us any warmth; they simply contract and limit the 
sphere within which the warmth of our own blood can 
be kept from dissipating its life-sustaining power. And 
so, in all things, the walls, the bounds, the limits, are 
in a sense both the measure and the source of power. 

No man ever grows so great as to fill immensity. 
He whose sphere of control and of influence is vastest, 
is still dependent on the limitations of that sphere, and 
on his ability to occupy it fully. Tsar or kaiser, king, 
governor, shaykh, or chief, he is potent because he 
represents, or rules, not all humanity alike, but a lim- 
ited portion of the human family ; and just so soon as 
the limitations of his sphere are beyond the limitations 
of his ability, all the ability he has, however much it 
be, is useless for that sphere; and so he is a failure, 
not because he had no power, but because his sphere 
was not sufficiently contracted to make his power avail- 
able. Many a military commander who has proved 
himself a man of rare power within certain limitations 
of command, has utterly wrecked his reputation by 
being assigned to a larger sphere than he could fully 
fill as a commander. It is the same in all lines of 
business and of enterprise, and of activity generally. 
A man is dependent for his practical efficiency on the 
due limitations of his sphere; and he owes quite as 
much to the boundaries which shut him in, as to the 


a a 








T06 


{ 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES: 





' 
y 


[Vol. XXIX., No. 45. 











ability and theenergy which he exercises within those 
boundaries. 

He who preaches or who teaches would labor with- 
out hope if there were no contracting limits to his 
sphere of effort. To stand on the highest mountain- 
top and cry aloud to the whole world, would be a 
mere waste of strength and breath. The preacher 
depends on the walls of the room in which he pro- 
claims the gospel invitation, to bring that invitation 
back on the ears of his hearers, where otherwise it 
would be dissipated in the air beyond. Even if he 
stands at the street corners to deliver his message, he 
looks to the limits of the little knot of people who 
gather about him while he preaches, as forming and 
fixing his sphere of influence for the hour. The 
teacher must have his school-room and his class, in 
order to his imparting instruction effectively. His 
best exhibit of attainments would be as flashing 
powder in the open field, were it not for the gun- 
chamber boundaries which give it force and direct- 
ness within and from its class-room limitations. And 
#0 in all the sphere of mental and moral endeavor, 
the encircling and contracting limits of power, rather 
than the outgoing reaches of power, are the causes of 
good to the world, and the occasions of chief rejoicing 
to the worker. 

It is in and through the contracted sphere of home 
life, and because of the very contractions of that sphere, 
that woman is more potent in the world’s forces than 
man can be. It is because she is wife, or because she 
fs mother, or because she is sister, or because she is 
daughter, and that her personal influence and her per- 
sonal efforts are intensified within the contractions of 
that personal] relation, that she shapes and directs the 
spirit and thoughts and purposes and endeavors of her 
husband, or her son, or her brother, or her father, in 
a wider sphere than she herself could directly fill, and 
which but for her would never have been filled by him. 
Had her own sphere been larger, her power would 
have been less,—if indeed it had been anything at all. 

He who has the reputation of doing most for others 
is very often he who is simply responsive to the inspira- 
tions and the incitements of some loved friend, or other 
self, who is in the contracted sphere of personal influ- 
ence which is back of his best endeavors. If that 
sphere were not so contracted, its influence could not 
be thus intensified as a force for his uplifting and on- 
speeding. The solid iron of his nature would remain 
inert and useless, but for the propulsion given to it by 
the carbo-nitrate in,that inner chamber of generated 
enthusiasm, from which he makes his appearance in a 
show of power. And in the day of great disclosure 
the sources of good to the world will be shown as back 
of most that the world has credited with power. 

No one of us can know surely the limitations which 
are essential to his effective working in his sphere. 
But God knows them exactly, and he never fails to 
assign them wisely. Not only does God give to one 
man five talents, to another two, and to another one, 

“to each according to his several ability,” but he 
gives to one man a five-talent sphere, to another a 
two-talent sphere, and to another a one-talent sphere ; 
“to each according to his several ability.” So it is 
that every man can be a power, and can do a work, 
within the contractions of his divinely assigned sphere ; 
while he would be a failure, or worse, in a larger 
sphere. What a comfort is this truth, in view of the 
limitations and contractions of one’s field of per- 
sonal endeavor ! 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


In church work, as in Sunday-school work, the highest 
appeals to duty-doing are, in the long run, more effective 
than lower appeals. And direct methods are preferable 
to indirect methods, in the line of effort at securing the 
means to carry on that work. It will yet be seen that 
the selling or the renting of a seat in church, or the set- 
ting up of a shop for the sale of fancy articles, is not 
the right way for raising money to carry on the work of 
the church. But not all Christians are as yet prepared 
to accept the truth at these points. One who is seeking 
the light, in Connecticut, writes thus inquiringly : 

Will you please give, in Notes on Open Letters, your opinion 


know they are admitted to many church entertainments ; but 
is it following the command, “ Abstain from every appearance 
of evil”? 

“Church fairs” are not themselves a gospel institu- 
tion, to bégin with, Buta church fair with a raffle ora 
“grab-bag, or a “ fish-pond,” tends to keep both money- 
givers and money-users on a low plane in their concep- 
tion of gospel institutions and of the gospel spirit. If 
this is a proper way of raising money for carrying on 
church work generally, why not send the deacons around 
the congregation with a hand-organ and a contribution 
box; while the pastor’s wife sings the missionary hymn 
asa solo, in the intervals of the organ-grinding? No, 
no; the better way is to appeal openly and squarely to 
those who love the cause of Christ to give according to 
their means in support of that cause. That is the true 
method of training a community into right giving and 
right doing. 


All of us have need of instruction in prayer. It is not 
enough to have a desire for blessings, and a knowledge 
of their source; the manner and mode of expressing 
those desires should be considered wisely. The disciples 
of our Lord recognized this truth when they said to him 
earnestly, “ Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught 
his disciples.” As Jews they had been accustomed to 
pray; but they wanted light and help in the direction of 
more fitting prayer than they were familiar with. Our 
Lord heeded their request, instead of rebuking them for 
it, and gave them a model prayer, not to be their only 
form of prayer, but to be an illustration of the spirit and 
nature of all right prayer. Peculiarly is it needful that 
those who would lead others in public or social prayer 
should make due preparation for that service. This is 
evidently the thought of a Christian worker from West 
Virginia, who writes: 

I wish to make a suggestion of a plan which I think would 
result in good. It is that every week you publish a short 
prayer, Take the membership of any church, and how few of 
them can offer a prayer in public! And why is it? I believe 
one cause is, that they have never had the opportunity of see- 
ing any form of a prayer, and they feel their inability to pre- 
pare one. Now, by seeing and reading a prayer every week, 
they could prepare a prayer that they would be willing to offer 
in public, in the prayer-meeting, or in any place where they 
might be called upon. Especially would this be the case with 
the young, and in after years it might result in great good. 
Many ¢an get up in a meeting and make a good talk, or an 
address, but call on them to pray, and they wish to be excused. 
They have had before them, in their reading, the material out 
of which they made the address; but they have never seen 
anything in the way of a prayer. I merely write this for your 
consideration, and trust you will act as you think best. 

The very suggestion may be of service to some persons, 
even though the plan suggested be not adopted. Ifa 
delegation.were to go in behalf of any constituency to 
present a request to the President of the United States, 
the leader of that delegation would deem it his duty to 
consider in advance the form and manner of his address 
in presenting the request. How much more, then, 
ought one who is to represent others before the King of 
kings to take with him words (Hosea 14: 2) as he enters 
the Lord’s presence? Pastors whose public prayers are 
most fitting, are pastors who have considered carefully 
their prayers in advance. So it is with superintendents, 
in the Sunday-school. Professor John S. Hart, who was 
for years principal of a high school or of a normal school, 
and also superintendent of a Sunday-school, said, at one 
time, that he always made careful preparation for his 
every prayer in public, on Sundays and on week- 
days, usually preparing full notes of the purposed 
prayer. It would be well if such preparation were made 
by others in similar positions. There is a gain, in this 
direction, in the study of the old liturgies of different 
branches of the Church, as suggestive of the spirit and 
forms of fitting prayer. And there would doubtless be 
a gain to some in illustrative specimens of appropriate 
prayer for a Sunday-school opening from time to time. 
The suggestion so far shall, have consideration ac- 
cordingly. 

And just here there comes from an eminent Christian 
scholar, who writes from New England, another sugges- 
tion concerning the spirit and methods of prayer in social 
and public gatherings for worship, as follows: 

I was pleased with some words of yours I saw quoted on the 
propriety of a little occasional silence in prayer-meetings. Why 
could not leaders give notice at the beginning of such meetings 
(till it comes to be generally understood) that no one should 
make haste to rise and speak merely to fill a gap, but that 
any silence that intervenes may be welcomed and made very 
useful as an opportunity for private individual meditation and 
prayer? Dean Vaughan, the Master of the Temple, told me, a 
few years ago, that he wished the Church of England would set 
apart a portion of the time in its services for silent worship. 
The practice, in that church, of individual prayer on entering, 





in reference to grab-bags, fish-ponds, etc., at church fairs? I 








well be imitated here by all denominations, as it is by many 
Dissenters in England. 

The place and the value of silence in the house of 
prayer is more and more widely recognized. In many & 
Sunday-school the first tap of the superintendent’s bell 
is a call to silent prayer; and the hush of that moment 
of prayer is felt in the heart of teacher and of scholar as 
no words of prayer could be. So, again, in many a non- 
liturgical church in America, a brief season of silent 
prayer is the first part borne by an incoming worshiper 
in the service of wotship with the great congregation. 
It would be well if more frequently the intervals of 
silence in a prayer-meeting were reckoned, not as lost 
time, butas time gained—for holiest communings with God. 








“TAKE MY YOKE UPON YOU.” 
BY ALEXANDER R. THOMPSON, D.D. 


Under the shade of a walnut-tree 
I leaned on the fence one summer day, 
Watching the butterfly and the bee, 
Breathing the fragrance of new-made hay, 
The hayricks stood the meadow over, 
Dark with the purple of faded clover, 
And the farmer trudged around his field, 
And laughed to think of the luscious yield. 


Within the bars was an empty wain; 
Its skeleton rack outspreading high, 
But toughly wrought for the heavy strain 
Of the load heaped on it by and by. 
Heavy enough, thought I, and the pull, 
What will it be when they fill it full,— 
When the clumsy thing creeps up the road 
Under the weight of its mighty load? 


Anon they brought to the wagon’s side 
An ox that was grand for size and strength, 
Stalwart and sleek, and with shining hide, 

A sight to see in his height and length, 
They put on his neck the heavy yoke 
With hand as light as a baby’s stroke ; 
Moveless he stood with a placid face, 

As if they had put on him bands of lace, 


Then to yoke in with this giant mild, 
They brought a young bullock, slight and slim} 
His limbs were trembling, his eyes were wild, 
And they tried to get the yoke on him. 
With snort of terror, and plunge and strain, 
He tugged and pulled with his might and main; 
Over and over away he broke, 
Ere they could fasten on him the yoke, 


But under the yoke went he at length ; 
The wain was piled with the fragrant store, 
They heaped and pressed it with all their strength, 
Till the creaking ribs would hold no more, 
Then out of the field, along the road, 
Away they went with the swaying load, 
All by the strength of the great ox strong; 
The load and the other he pulled along. 


And there was something that said to me, 

“This one unused to the yoke art thou;” 

Oh, but the other! how strong is He, 

Who to thy burden was fain to bow, 
Bending his neck to the dreadful strain, 
Yoked by his Father to human pain, 
Then to thee saying, “ Yoke in with me, 
And I will carry thy load and thee.” 





CHRISTIANITY AS A PART OF THE LAW. 
BY HERMAN W. STILLMAN, ESQ. 


Professor Philip Schaff, in an article recently pub- 
lished in The Sunday School Times, entitled “ Chris- 
tianity Under Our Constitution,” considers the relation 
of the churches of America to the government, and the 
advantages incident to the fact that they have no official 
connection with the state. His article is confined to the 
relation of the churches to the state. It is an interesting 
matter of inquiry as to what are the relations of general 
Christianity tothe law. Is Christianity a part of the law? 
Is it recognized as such by the courts? 

It is obvious that Christianity may form a part of a 
country’s laws in one or both of two senses. It may, 
through its own influence and as a result of an enlight- 
ened civilization, become, to a certain extent, incor- 
porated into, and thus indirectly form a part of, law; 
or, on the other hand, it may be declared by the proper 
authorities to constitute, as Christianity, a part of the 
law of the land. 

That Christianity forms a part of the law of every state 
of the Union in the former of these senses, cannot be 
questioned ; does it in the latter? 

Sir Matthew Hale declared that “ Christianity is parcel 
of the law of England.” Lord Mansfield said: “The 
eternal principles of natural religion are part of the 








and of pausing’ in silent prayer after the benediction, might 
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common law; the essential principles of revealed reli- 
gion are part of the common law ;” and our own courts 
on numerous occasions, most often in deciding cases on 
indictments for blasphemy, have similarly held. Thus 
the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania has said that ‘“ Chris- 
tianity, general Christianity, is, and always has been, a 
part of the law of Pennsylvania.”* The Supreme Court 
of the United States also declared that “it is also said, 
and truly, that. the Christian religion is a part of the 
common law of Pennsylvania.”* Similar dicta might be 
cited from the reports of New York, Massachusetts, and 
others of our states.* 

But an examination of these decisions will show that 
in every one of them the courts have immediately pro- 
ceeded to qualify these broad statements, and to place 
the real ground of their decisions, not upon the fact that 
the acts before them are contrary to the dictates of Chris- 
tianity, but because to permit such acts would have an 
injurious effect on society. Thus, in the Pennsylvania 
case above quoted from, the court adds: “If, from a 
regard to the decency and good order of society, profane 
swearing, breach of the Sabbath, and blasphemy, are 
punishable by civil magistrates, these are not punished 
as sins or offenses against God, but crimes injurious to 
and having a malignant influence on society... . It is 
open vilification of the religion of the country that is 
punished, not to force conscience by punishment, but to 
preserve the peace of the country by an outward respect 
to the religion of the country. ... It is because it weak- 
ens the bands by which society is held together, and 
government is nothing more than public order.” In the 
case against Girard’s Executors, Justice Story qualifies 
his first statement by saying, “‘ But this proposition is to 
be received with its appropriate qualifications and in 
connection with the Bill of Rights found in its [Penn- 
sylvania’s] constitution of government.” Ina Delaware 
case‘ it was declared: “ But even in England Chris- 
tianity was never considered a part of the common law 
so far as that for a violation of its injunctions, indepen- 
dently of the established laws of man, and without the 
sanction of any positive act of Parliament made to enforce 
these injunctions, any man could be drawn to answer in 
a common law court....It [the common law] adapted 
itself to the religion of the country just so far as was 
necessary for the peace and safety of civil institutions ; 
but it took cognizance of offenses against God only where, 
by their inevitable effects, they became offenses against 
man and his temporal security.” The Court in the same 
case further says that ‘“‘if in Delaware the people should 
adopt the Jewish or Mohammedan religion, as they have 
an unquestionable right to do if they prefer it, this court 
is bound to take notice of it as their religion, and respect 
it accordingly. . . . It [the common law] sustained indict- 
ments for wantonly and maliciously blaspheming God 
or the founder of the Christian religion, because such 
blasphemy tended to subvert the peace and good order 
which it was bound to protect; but it sustained no indict- 
ment for a mere sin against God as a common law offense 
where these objects of its care were not affected.” 

These qualifications are not only in accord with the 
spirit of our institutions, which allows free thought and 
untrammeled religious belief alike to Christian and Jew, 
Pagan, Muhammadan, and even Mormon, but they are 
in accord also with common sense. All civil law is for 
the protection of the citizens in the exercise of their 
civil rights. The question for every court is, Does the 
committal of the act being adjudicated upon, whether 
forbidden in Scripture or not, interfere with the rights 
and privileges of a citizen? If it does, it should be 
amenable to law. Not, however, because it is an offense 
against God, and a transgression of his commands, but 
solely on the ground of public policy, and for the pro- 
tection of that civil liberty and of those privileges which 
our government, of all others, guarantees to her subjects. 

It is perfectly clear that if the proposition as unquali- 
fied were sound, and Christianity were a part of our law, 
it would, of necessity, be so in its entirety. We cannot 
adopt Christianity as a part of the law, and then enforce 
some of its dictates and refuse to enforce others. If 
Christianity is law, we must have a punishment for every 
Bible offense. We must compel men to do unto others 
as they would have others do unto them; we must com- 
pel patience, meekness, long-suffering, charity, love, and 
punish everything short of these virtues equally with 
murder or larceny ; for“God, as far as we know, makes 
no distinction in offenses against his law. As was said 
in the Delaware case cited above, “It was never pre- 
tended by any common law court, that he who did not 
‘love his neighbor as himself,’ or he who did not ‘ visit the 


1 Updegraph ve. Fe Commonwealth, 11S. & R., 400. 
2 Vidal vs. Girard’s Executors, 2 How., 198. 

See People vs. Ruggles, 8 Johnston, 290, 

#The Staie vs. Chandler, 2 Harr., 553. 





widows and the fatherless in their affliction, and keep him- 
self unspotted from the world,’ was therefore indictable 
at common law.” The utter impracticability and absurd- 
ity of all this under the existing state of things is appar- 
ent. We are anticipating the law of the millenium. 

Nor can even the most devoted enthusiast for the cause 
of Christ wish it to be otherwise. In the words of the 
Supreme Court of Ohio: “Is not the very fact that those 
laws do not attempt to enforce Christianity, or to place 
it{upon exceptional or vantage ground, itself a strong evi- 
dence that they are the laws of a Christian people, and 
that their religion is the best and purest of religions? ... 
True Christianity never shields itself behind majorities. 
Nero and the other persecuting Roman emperors were am- 
ply supported by majorities ; yet the pure and peaceable 
religion of Christ in the end triumphed over them all.” ? 

The adoption as law of any religion, even though that 
religion be unquestionably the true one, would, indeed, 
amount to nothing short of persecution,—persecution 
such as Christ himself labored under in the laws of the 
Jews; persecution such as inspired the burning of the 
martyrs; persecution such as drove the Pilgrims to our 
shores; persecution, the ultimate effect of which would 
be, not to win men to Christ, but to alienate them from 
him; for, as Lord Mansfield well said, in the same opin- 
ion from which we have above quoted, ‘‘ Persecutions, or 
attempts to enforce conviction, will never produce con- 
viction, and are only calculated to make hypocrites 
or martyrs.” 

Such a state of things would be foreign to all our in- 
stitutions and to the fundamental principles of our gov- 
ernment, and could not exist on American soil. 

Chicago. 





BETTERMENTS IN BIBLE STUDY. 
BY THE REV. WILBUR F. CRAFTS. 


Through written examinations in a dozen Sunday- 
schools of all denominations, in all parts of the nation, I 
have ascertained that, in our Sunday-schools, the Bible 
and the Catechism and the Creed are scantily memorized, 
and the fundamental Christian doctrines very imper- 
fectly understood, except in schools where there are regu- 
lar drills on these matters in the general exercises and 
children’s meeting. By correspondence with twenty-two 
Christian lecturers, and with others who visit in the 
homes of many church-members, I find that family wor- 
ship is not the rule, but the exception, one to nine. By 
inquiries of twenty-nine college presidents and educators, 
I find that the custom of reading the Bible in the public 
schools is decreasing, and that in our Christian colleges, 
even, such a thing as thorough study of the whole Bible, 
or any considerable proportion of it, does not exist, 
although there is a new and hopeful “movement” in 
this direction, which has avowed friends in two hundred 
faculties. No correspondence is needed to show that pas- 
tors seldom teach the Bible to their people connectedly. 

The following remedies have suggested themselves 
during the investigation—all of them practical, most of 
them practiced in my own church or elsewhere. 

1. The Church must in some way increase the amount 
of the Bible instruction which it gives to the children 
under its care.—A majority in many Sunday-schools, 
perhaps in most, attend no other church service. The 
Sunday-school must be brought into the morning preach- 
ing service. When a pastor or church feels that this 
must be, it will be. In‘order to do this with largest suc- 
cess, the teaching service must precede the preaching 
service, so that the school can march into the auditorium 
by classes, to seats reserved for the purpose,—those whose 
parents have pews falling out of line to join them. A 
morning school will go into the street almost as unani- 
mously as an afternoon school, if it is dismissed into the 
vestibule, and the scholars are allowed to choose indi- 
vidually between the open door to the street and the door 
tothe church, beyond which the scholar whose parents 
have no pew knows he must meet a dignified usher single- 
handed. But if the outside door of the school-room is 
kept closed until all that are willing have marched as 
classes into the church, there will be few left for the street. 
The power of example and of the curreut must be kept 
on the right side. 

That would be a strange pastor who could forget to 
“‘ feed the lambs ” when a whole gallery-full were before 
him. One hymn, at least, and a part of the prayer and 
sermon, will be adapted to their comprehension,—perhaps 
all the more so for that reason to the majority of the 
adults, who need and relish “ first principles” more than 
many pastors suppose. If the pastor, out of his larger 
store of knowledge, preaches on a part or all of the lesson 
just studied, to harrow in what the teachers have sowed, 
it will make it more likely that at least one portion of 


1 Board of Education vs. Minor, 23 Ohio St., 247, 





Scripture has been learned that week by that church with, 
a measure of thoroughness. By seven years of such sei 
mons the pastor will take himself and his people through 
the Bible. In order that wearjness may not diminish the 
attendance or value of the double morning service, let 
each of the two parts be exactly one hour, with a fifteen 
minutes’ interval for changing seats, 9.45 to 12 covering all. 

If adult Christians need a meeting in the middle of the 
week, even more do ignorant children and tempted youth, 
Let it be for one hour, immediately after the close of pub- 
lic school on Wednesday or Friday. Let it not be, in any 
case, on Saturday, the children’s only play day, which is 
also too near Sunday. The newest, and, as it seems 
to me, the best, form for such a meeting is the Pansy 
Society of Christian Endeavor. The leader of such a 
meeting should not flit about on miscellaneous topics, but 
work on a progressive plan, for instance, for the first year: 
Eight lessons on the Lord’s Prayer, eight lessons on the 
Commandments, eight lessons on the Creed, and four 
lessons from some children’s catechism, which leaves room 
for a monthly temperance lesson at the first meeting of 
each month, and a monthly missionary meeting at the 
third, Forthesecond year: Eight lessons on Bible history, 
four memory lessons on standard hymns, four drills on 
Bible books, and fourteen lessons in some catechism, with 
temperance and missionary lessons as before. The helps 
for the leader of such a meeting in volumes of children’s 
sermons and other books are cheap and abundant, and 
constantly increasing, and the encouragements to such 
work in the development of intelligent young Christians 
are most gratifying. 

2. The Church must in some way train its teachers so 
that they may rightly divide the word of truth.—Those 
whoare often at Sunday-school conventions know very well 
that a week-night teachers’-meeting is oftener heard from 
in the theoretical speeches than in the reports of actual 
work; and where such a meeting exists, it is seldom at its 
best in the numbers attending, or the quality of the study, 
Seldom is anything done beyond an exposition or Bible- 
class discussion of the coming lesson. Very rarely are 
teachers made to understand the Bible as a whole, or 
shown how toteachit. The change of the Sunday-school 
to the morning has, in the case of my own church, opened 
the way for a well-attended teachers’-meeting and norma[ 
class on Sunday afternoon. It is not called by either of 
these names, but rather ‘‘everybody’s meeting.” About 
a hundred and twenty-five attend. A teacher who has 
scholars from godless homes, that might not make good 
use of the open Sunday afternoon, finds it easy to per- 
suade them to attend this popular meeting. There are 
many of the older people at the meeting, but the attend- 
ance is chiefly teachers and young people, the meeting 
being in charge of the Society of Christian Endeavor, 
whose president conducts it. After fifteen minutes of 
singing and prayer, the pastor, takes up, for fifteen min- 
utes, the Chautauqua Normal Outlines, which many of 
the present and pfospective teachers have bought to fol- 
low up the lessons by home study. At least three of 
these fifteen-minute drills are devoted to each Chautau- 
qua lesson, so covering at least one set of twelve lessons 
each year. At exactly three o’clock, the president reads 
the lesson of the next Sunday. “Quotations” bearing 
on the lesson are then in order from a dozen young ladies 
and others of the Society who are willing to rise and read 
or recite, but are not yet ready to make remarks, These 
quotations are scriptural side-lights and brief extracts 
from the numerous lesson-writers of the religious weeklies 
and other lesson helps. Then, with frequent interludes 
of song, a dozen or more young men and a few older ones 
give “ points” on the lesson, no one exceeding three min- 
utes—the leader’s remarks being kept wholly or partly to 
the last in order that those less gifted or less prepared 
may not be kept from speaking by having him mention 
their points before they have a chance. Almost every 
doctrine and duty in the lesson is thus brought out, and 
the minds of all present are well magnetized for drawing 
lesson material all the week from what they see and hear. 
Neither this meeting nor any other is allowed to exceed 
an hour and a quarter. 

8. The Church must stimulate and guide its Christian 
homes in Bible study.—By such an arrangement of Sun- 
day work as I have mentioned, not only is the hour after 
tea released from the usual young people’s prayer-meeting, 
and so made available for family worship, but abundant — 
opportunity is also given, in the open Sunday afternoon, 
for a home review of the lesson and sermon and memory 
work of the morning, and for lesson explanations and mem- 
ory drillsin preparation for the nextSunday. Ifthechurch 
officers, by official letter, earnestly suggest such a use of | 
the new opportunities for a “ home Sunday-school,” and 
inform parents, by some schedule, on just what matters 
they are expected to drill their scholars each week, some 
of them at least will do their part in the instruction of 
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‘their children who have never known how to do it be- 
fore. As an example of what I ithean, the Session of 
imy church has given to all scholars and their parents a 
schedule, which is in part as follows: 


[PIN THIS UP WHERE YOU WILL SBR IT BVERY WEEK. ] 


nd Rethethiber eath Sabbath to 

zs") MEMORY WORK, { eezaicoteniag gmc 

Nov, 6.—First five Beatitudes (Matt. 6 : 3-7) and golden text, 

Nov. 18.Remainitg Beatitudes (Matt. 6 : 8-12) and golden 
text. 

Nov. 20.—First four Commatidments (Exod, 20: 3-11) and 
golden text, 

Nov. 27—Other six Commandments (Exod, 20: 12-17) and 
golden text. 

Dec, 4.—Psalm 23 and golden text. 

Dec. 11.—Two verses of “My faith looks up to Thee,” and 
golden text. 

Dee. 18.—Remaining verses of “ My faith looks tip to Thee,” 
and golden text. 

Dev, 26.—Apostles’ Creed and golden text. 


Remem 
your 


In 4 letter on the reverse of the schedule, parents are 
reminded that these supplemental lessons shoiild be 
memorized at home, as they can only be tested at Suii- 
day-school. They are called for in the ‘ Memory Epi- 
bode” of the general exercises. -To aid in fixing the 
Commandments and Creed ‘more firmly in the inemory, 
both are inserted in the “ Responsive Service,” which 
precedes the sermon of Sunday evening. 

I believe that many who do not, would have daily 
home worship if theit pastors would furnish them with 
a consecutive series of brief Bible readings, and then, in 
the pulpit or prayer-meetinggor both, open up each week 
the significance of the readings just ahead, thus improv- 
ing the preaching also by making at least a part of it 
connective Bible study. The religious press could do 
much to quicken conscience, and then aid it, by regularly 
devoting half a dozen lines or more, in some particular 
corner of its Home Department, to carefully selected 
* Readings for Home Worship.” 

If Bible reading were all that is expected in family 
wotship, I believe it would be much more frequent than 
it is. But for the diffidence of the head of the family 
about venturing upon extemporaneous ptayer, many a 
household would find no obstacle to gathering about the 
Bible daily in the lull after the evening meal. In this 
matter, church officers cari help, by suggesting that the 
Lord’s Prayer only be used in such cases, or by sending 
to the homes some printed collection of Bible expres- 
sionsof adoration, confession, thanksgiving, and petition, 
to be stored in the memory as a matchless vocabulary of 

rayer. Yet another way by which church officers can 

elp the homes to be helpful, is by providing, at cost, 
cheap helps to Bible study. 

4. The Church must test its work for the young in 
order to know exactly where and how much it needs to 
be strengthened.—It would be well if; by-some anony- 
mous set of examination papers, a pastor could ascertain 
just where his adults most need instruction. He can do 
this indirectly by examining his Sunday-school; for 
parents and teachers advertise themselves in their chil- 
dren. In the written examination of the dozen Sunday- 
Bchools referred to, I have used the following printed 
questions, spread out, with lined spaces for answers, over 
a page of commercial note-paper. (The number at the 
top is different in each one, and takes the place of a 
signature, to make the *=plies anonymous, that none may 
fear to exposé their ignorance, and so refuse to try.) 
[1165.] 

FIRST PRINCIPLES. 
Testing Questions for Written Haaminations in Sunday-schools. 

1. Why do we eall the Bible the Word of God? 

2. What is the first verse in the Bible? 

3. What is God’s commandment about the Sabbath ? 

4. What is sin? (Catechism answer preferred. If you do 
not remember that, answer in your own Words.) 

5. Write some Bible verse that tells how a sinter may be 
eaved from sin and hell. 

6. What is baptism the sign of ? 

7. Explain the Lord’s Supper. 


6. Write one or two Bible verses that tell why Jesus died on 
the créss. 


9 What is the good of joining the chureh ? 


10. Write some Bible verse that tells what becomes of the 
wicked after death. 


1i. Write some Bible verse that tells what becomes of God's 
people when they die. 
12, Write here al) of tha Apostles’ Creed. 


After one examination on the Bible and Christian doc- 
trines has shown a pastor and his teachers where work is 
needed, the real progress made should be frequently 
tested by examination on the current work. 

The pastor’s monthly review, already described in these 
columns, is another of the remedies. 


tions, by whose results pastor, superintendent, and teach- 
ers may be guided to bettér work in the néw quarter. 

5. The Church must utilize its weekly prayer-meeting 
to make its laymen mighty in the Sctiptures.—The min- 
ister who has a week-day lecture, instead of a many- 
voiced prayer-meéeting, has missed one of the great 
lessons Of his Vocation; namely, that “it is better to set 
teh men to Work thati to do ten men’s work.” But mere 
exhorting, however many may sharé it, is not the best 
that a prayér-meeting can do. ft should often be made 
4 drill-toom for Christian sword-practice in the use of 
the Biblé by some such letter as the following froin the 
pastor’s ¢yclostyle, which can bé used fot many meet- 
ings, somnetimes taking up one of its topics fully, at other 
times tnany briefly. 


To MY FRLLow:-WorKERS: 


Next Wednesday evening our theme will be, “ Using the 
Sword of the Spirit” Please be ready to give two or three 
passages of Scripture which would be appropriate to read or 
quote in the case matked with blue pencil below. 

1, A chureh-member who lacks assurance, 2. A backslider. 
8. A child of ten who thinks one must be older to be a Chris- 
tian. 4. A person who has no sense of sin. 5. One who is in 
despair on account of his sins, 6. One who denies the deity of 
Christ. 7. One who denies the doctrine of fitire punishment. 
8. One who feels too weak to be a faithful Christian. 9. One 
who is waiting for feeling. 10. One who is afraid he will sit 
after cotiversion, 11, One who is tnwilling to forgive his ene- 
mies, 12. One who is ashamed or afraid to confess Christ, 
18. One Who does not see that unbelief is the greatest sin. 14. 
One who stumbles over the doctrine of “instantaneous conver- 
sion.” 15. One who is waiting to solve all Bible difficulties 
and mysteries before serving God, 16, One who repents on a 
death-bed, 17. A dying Christian. 


Yours, W. F. CRAFTs. 





OUR CENOTAPH. 
BY WILLIAM H. HAYNE. 


If we were trite to every noble thought, 

Then all ott deeds with worthy action fraught 
Could fate the future in majestic might, 

And form for us a cenotaph of light! 





SOUL-REST. 
BY J. MAX HARK, D.D, 


Scarcely anywhere in the Scriptures is there a more 
gracious invitation, coupled with a more precious prom- 
ise, for him that hath ears to hear, than the Saviour’s 
words, “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: 
and ye shall find rest unto your souls,” But for him who 
regards the words only with the cold reason, they con- 
stitute but another one of those “hard sayings” with 
which the Bible abounds. They cannot be understood 
from the outside. Their “sweet reasonableness” appears 
only to him who actually comes unto Christ and really 
experiences rest for his soul. To others it is “ foolish- 
ness,” if not an “ offense,” to expect rest from labor and 
burdens by taking upon themselves a “yoke” of service 
such as that which Jesus offers.. For his yoke is none 
other than the cross itself. As such he himself defined 
it, when he said, “If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.” 
“And is this,” cries Reason, “the rest that is promised?” 
Itis none other. Itmay seem a contradiction, but it isa 
real, a blessed, a glorious fact. A fact, however, that is 
not to be understood first and tried afterwards, but to be 
tried first, and then known. It is a truth not to be dis- 
covered by logic, but by experiment. Soul-rest comes 
with love-works, and only so. The loving workér, and 
he alone, can enjoy “the peace of God which passeth 
understanding.” Truly has Christ said of it, “Not as 
the world giveth give I unto you.” 
But this world is a lazy world, and there are fot a few 
lazy Christians in it, They prefer to put their own 
meaning into the Saviour’s words, and to change his 
promise of soul-rest by self-sacrifice into bodily leisure 
or mental inactivity for self-gratification. Who has not 

heard their poets in rapture declare: 

TJ heard the voice of Jesus say, 
Come unto me and rest; 
Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 
Thy head upon my breast,” 

though, so far as the Bible tells us, the voice of Jesus 
never said anything of the kind, while it did say, “ Come 
».. take my yoke upon you,... and ye shall find rest unto 
yoursouls”? From the pulpit itself I have heard Christ’s 
words similarly misinterpreted, and the congregation 
invited to “come to Jesus” and enjoy the luxury of what 





Then let the quarterly reviews be written examina- 





Is it to be Wondered at, then, that there afe so many 
idlers in the Vineyard, 80 many bodily and spiritual do» 
hothings in church afd Sunday-school? And is it & 
wonder, either, that not a few who accept such an invi- 
tation of mén, not of Christ, expecting relief from trouble, 
pain, and sorrow, have been bitterly disappointed, and 
lost all practical faith when they found their pains as 
great as before, and their grief and anguish as poignant 
as ever? They were deceived by blind guides, or they 
deceived themselves; for Christ’s words are plain and 
clear, and mean all that they say,—but they don’t mean 
the opposite, that they who come to him will have no 
cross to bear, no trials to endure, no yoke to wear. 
Itseems high time that it should once forall be positively 
and emphatically understood that to be a Christian means 
to be a cross-bearer; that to be a follower of Christ means 
to follow him, through Gethsemane and over Golgotha; 
and that the rest he gives is rest for the soul, not by 
removing, but in bearing, the burden; in short, that it is 
the very opposite and contradiction of anything like inac- 
tivity, indolence, or a condition of mere negative passiv- 
ity. Itis only by the intense activity of faith, laying hold 
on eternal life, that the weariness of sin, heavy laden with 
the burden of death, is overcome; in the labor of self- 
forgetting and self-sacrificing love that the soul rests from 
the killing consciousness of its encumbering weights, and 
piercing thorns, and bitter cups of human woe. 

It was thus that Stephen could, through the shower of 
murderous stones, “see the heavens opened,” and calmly 
kneel down and sweetly fall asleep. Thus Paul, “in 
stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths 
oft,... in weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, 
in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and 
nakedness,” yet rejoiced in the Lord, and rejoiced alway. 
And ever since then it is thus that martyrs and apostles 
to the Gentiles, in the midst of the ravening beasts of tle 
arena, and the fiercer human foes shouting around their 
martyr-fires, by ceaseless work, by loving labors, found 
rest for their souls. And thus they still findit. The 
pastor laboring for his flock, not sleeping with them; 
the teacher for his class; brother everywhere for brother; 
and Christian for fellow-believer and for sinner; by 
working, watching, praying always,—so they bear the 
yoke of Christ, learn of him, and find rest for their souls. 
These are the simple facts of history and experience, 
Does any oneask, How is it possible? Let him go ask 
of the mother, laboring, watching, praying, day and 
night, for weeks, for months, in the sick-chamber over 
the cradle of a darling babe. Ask her why she does not 
take her rest, why she seems to need no rest. “This ts 
my rest,” she will reply, “to do all I can for my loved 
one. To do less would not rest, but kill, me.” And 
when “it was all over,” and her babe had joined the 
great cloud of witnesses above, I myself have known that 
same fond mother, who 


“Through the clouded glass 
Of her own bitter tears, had learned to look 
Undazzled on the kindness of God’s face,’’ 


and though the tears were still wet upon her cheeks, and 
the heart yet sore from its wound, there shone from her 
a deep peace, a profound joy, a divine strength, as she 
ministered unto others in their griefs, and supported 
them beneath theit burdens; and this is the answer she 
gave when friends urged her to rest after her great trial, 
and take her ease: “ This is my rest,~to be busy, to work, 
to help others as Jesus helped me. Only so do I find 
relief from my sorrow. Did I sit and idly brood ovet 
my loss, the burden would crush me. My work ie my 
comfort and my joy.” She had learned of the divine 
Crosa-bearer, and his promise was fulfilled in her. Her 
yoke was easy, and her burden light, She had found 
rest for her soul, 

And this is the explanation of the whole mystery, 
love; for it is the life of love to work for its beloved. In 
his service no task seems arduous, and no labor difficult, 
Love consécrates the cross itself, and triumphs over death 
and the grave. The love of Christ is the rest of the soul, 
here and hereafter, now and forever; for 

« When the rest of faith is ended, and the rest in hope is past, 

The rest of love remaineth, Sabbath of life at last,” 





HELPING THE POOR. 
BY HOPE LEDYARD. 


Evétybody has more or less of the children’s wish t6 
“help,” and a8 we have the poor always with us, most of 
us havespells, at least, of longing to help our utifortuhate 
friends; but with too many this impulse ends in nothing, 
or mischief instead of good is done through ignorance as 
to how to help. After years of work among this class, I 





amounted to a staté of unintermittett spiritual loafing! 


am thoroughly convinced that suctess in this, as in ahy 
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other work, is only reached through faithful perseverance 
and frequent mistakes. 

Why not divide the work? Here is a mother of little 
children who cannot risk bringing infectious diseases into 
her own home, and here is a young girl whose parents 
object to her visiting in the poorer districts; yet both 
these people long to do something. Why not join a 
church society, you question? Societies, excellent as 
they are, are not for all. No young mother can be sure 
of being able to leave her children ata certain hour each 
week, and most girls are too busy for such engagements. 
But suppose each one has a “ poor basket”? As fast as 
any garment in the household is too shabby for use, or as 
quickly as it can be spared,—for how many warm wraps 
hang unused month after month—let them be put in the 
poor basket, and then make it a rule to do something to 
lessen the pile of work in this basket each week. Let me 
turn over such a basket to show you what can be done. 
Here is an old white skirt. An hour’s work on the 
machine transforms it into two large white aprons, not 
warranted to stand much wear, but they will help Mrs. 
L— to look tidy in the afternoons. These balls repre- 
senta worn worsted skirt. One of the boys unravelled it, 
and at odd moments it is knit into mufflers or a child’s 
skirt, or it makes two warm hoods. This faded dress was 
not good enough for our little girl, but it will make a warm 
Mother Hubbard for German Katy ; and when we learn 
that her mother has three children under eight, one of 
them a cripple, we are glad to give her the benefit of a 
half-day’s work. Here area couple of stout iron-holders 
made by a boy out of bits of carpet and bed-ticking ; the 
poor never have time to make such, but they appreciate 
them. Lastly comes a set of pockets to hold odds and 
ends, with loops to hang it on some door. It is made of 
very faded calico, but it will be a real boon in some 
crowded tenement. 

These are all handed to one who visits the poor; they 
are not given hap-hazard, but with judgment. The closet 
bags have done the most good, perhaps; for, given to a 
rather shiftless woman, with a hint of how useful the 
donor finds such things,they have started quite a new order 
of housekeeping. A square of flannel with remnants of 
soap _ up in it, taught a boy the comfort of cleanli- 
ness; he then urged his mother to “ clean up,” and who 
can tell how far the influence of that soap-bag may extend? 

There are the things you have not time to make over, 
but a wise visitor could use them to great advantage. 
Those half-worn leggins if given to Mrs. B—— would be 
used a few times, and then thrown away, but Mrs. K—— 
will soon reknit the lower portions, and they will prove 
useful all winter. Not only useful but merely pretty things 
can accomplish a mission among the poor. Our children 
collect cards, and then care no more for them; but let 
them cover a piece of cardboard with dark velvet paper 
and on that background arrange a few of their prettiest 
cards, and they have a dainty present for a child or sick 
person. Children can make scrap-books out of muslin, 
pasting in all the pictures and cards they can find. Why 
do this only at the Christmas season? surely the good- 
will is to last the year round, 

I have seen shoes thrown in the ash-barrel that would 
have been very useful to wear indoors in more than one 
respectable but poverty-stricken home. Among the 
thrifty poor, the children change every bit of their cloth- 
ing as soon as they return from the public school, wear- 
ing any old thing; and though a stranger could not offer 
such people half-worn shoes, one who is looked upon as 
an intimate friend can easily do so. 

All through the year there are children with whooping- 
cough and other ailments. Our little ones have special 
dainties at such times ; can’t we spare a glass or two of 
jelly, or a jar of jam, for the poor children? A little good 
preserve gives such a relish to bread, and He has said 
that even the gift of a cup of cold water shall not go 
unrewarded. 

So, if you cannot visit the poor, fill the hands of those 
who can. Find some primary-class teacher of a mission 
school, and if she has not been very faithful in visiting 
her scholars before, your gifts will rouse fresh life in her, 
and I question if the poor will be the most benefited. 





VISITORS IN THE PRIMARY CLASS. 
BY ANNIE D. HANKS, 


“Why must I be annoyed by visitors in my class?” 
This is the complaining question of many a primary 
teacher in our Sunday-schools. And, in fact, the visitor 
is to many of us a necessary evil, and the Sunday when 
he does not appear is a red-letter day indeed. How often 
have you reacted the point in your lesson which you 
wished most firmly to impress, when the door opened, 
and in walked a visitor, or perhaps four or five? How 





your heart sank, as every little head turned towards the 
new-comers, and all the restless eyes wandered! The 
thread was lost, the lesson a failure. We have all expe- 
rienced this; now, what shall we do to remedy such a 
state of affairs ? 

In the first place, we must put aside our resentful feel- 
ing that the visitor comes only through curiosity, and 
interrupts us without benefiting himself. An enthusi- 
astic primary teacher, sojourning in a strange city, natu- 
rally takes the opportunity to visit some other primary 
class in search of new ideas and suggestions for the man- 
agement of his own. Such a one should be heartily 
welcomed, and aided in hissearch for better methods. If 
your class is interrupted, the fault is not that of the 
visitor, but of his guide, who is perhaps one of the offi- 
cers of the school. It is a simple matter to allow the 
visitor entrance, and yet avoid the interruption of the 
lesson; and this matter the teacher himself (or herself) 
should take in hand. A strict rule should be made that 
no visitor can enter during the lesson. If the stranger 
desires to hear the lesson taught, he should be brought 
to the room at the beginning of the session, and given a 
seat in the rear, where the children’s eyes will not rest 
on him instead of on their teacher. After the lesson is 
over, the doors can be opened to admit any others who 
wish to see the closing exercises. By this means the 
visitors may be gratified without disturbing the class. 

Our own feelings of timidity and embarrassment must 
be put aside. It is hard to teach with the eyes (and per- 
haps the critical eyes) of a stranger upon you; but you 
must remember that your guest is perhaps a fellow- 
worker, and, if so, should know how to be charitable. 

So, dear fellow-teachers, let us welcome visitors to our 
classes. Let their admission be governed by the rules 
we decide to be the best; but let us not exclude them 
entirely, and, if possible, let us speak a word of welcome 
to them when the class is dismissed. Sometimes we may 
find that we have entertained an angel unawares, when 
some teacher of riper experience than our own gives us 
an encouraging word. 

And now; in closing, let me relate an experience of my 
own. One Sunday, when I was staying in a city many 
miles from my own home, I[ took the opportunity to visit 
a noted Sunday-school. Finding an officer of the school 
near the door of the primary-class room, I asked him if 
the teacher of that class would allow me, a primary 
teacher myself, to be present during her lesson. He 
went in, and, returning, invited me to enter. The exer- 
cises had not commenced, and the teacher sat at her 
desk, unoccupied. As I entered, she merely said, “Sit 
there,” with a wave of the hand. Rather surprised at 
my cool reception, I took the seat indicated. When the 
lesson time came, the teacher warned her class against 
whispering, saying that she considered their disorder 
during the past few weeks to be due to the admission of 
visitors, which she should hereafter prohibit. There- 
upon every pair of eyes was turned toward me, as one of 
the wicked visitors, though, in justice to the lady, I think 
she referred to those who entered during the teaching of 
the lesson. When the class was dismissed, I passed by 
her desk, and, stopping, thanked her for permitting me 
to be present, and told her that as a primary teacher I 
was interested in all such classes. She looked at me 
indifferently, said “ Yes?” and allowed me to go. But, 
chilled as I was, I had learned a wholesome lesson, and 
no teacher of those little ones “for whom Christ died ” 
shall ever enter a class of mine unwelcomed. 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


THE CHILDREN OF MANY NATIONS. 
BY GEORGE E. WALSH. 





The place to observe the lads and lasses of all nations 
is at Castle Garden, New York, where emigrants from all 
parts of the world are landed and registered. Whena 
steamer arrives, and Government barges begin to unload 
the emigrants, the Garden is the scene of a great hubbub, 
where everybody is trying to talk at once, and in so many 
languages that the confusion seems to be like that at 
the building of the Tower of Babel, just befure the dis- 
persion ofmankind. People from all parts of the civilized 
world mingle together; and in the crowd boys and girls, 
dressed in the peculiar garb of their country, are to be 
seen, staring with open-eyed wonder at the new scenes 
before them. For the past three weeks everything has 
been so different from their former monotonous lives: 
first, the breaking up of the little hamlet home among 
the Swiss mountains, or the unclean hovel in some by- 
street of a European city; then the long travel to the 
steamer that was to carry them across the ocean, and, 





finally, the long ocean voyage, and the landing in a new, 
strange country, thousands of miles away from the home 
of their birth. All these startling changes and incidents 
following so rapidly, one after another, have made the 
little ones silent and confused, and, as their parents lead 
them through the Castle Garden park, they trudge along 
with mouth and eyes wide open. 

The little German boys and girls seem to be there in 
the greatest number, and they look as grave and sedate 
as their fathers and mothers. They are not so romping 
and frolicsome as the American children are when visit- 
ing foreign countries. Their coarse, ill-fitting clothes 
make them appear small and squatty; and when they 
walk, it is with a slow, slovenly gait, that only adds to 
their awkward appearance, But, on the whole, these boys 
and girls are more polite and gentle in their behavior 
than any of the other children found in the Garden. 
Even among the poorer classes, they are taught to be 
very polite, and they make a sort of quick bob up and 
down (intended for a bow) when they meet each other in 
the morning. Theolder ones, say those from eight to fifteen 
years old, shake hands when they meet, as their elders 
do, and say, “ Good-morning, Henry,” etc., instead of 
“Hello, Henry.” They are very seldom found’ at play 
in the Garden, but usually they walk around with their 
parents, or sit gravely on the benches in the park. 

The small Italian children are different. Nothing 
attracts their attention so quickly, on landing, as the sight 
of some newspaper boys or boot-blacks playing marbles. 
They watch the games with interest, and even run the 
risk of becoming lost, by strolling away from their parents 
to see an interesting game finished. Iftheir parents stay 
in the park many days, they soon associate with the other 
boys, and play along with them as if they had been 
friends from birth. If they cannot secure marbles, you 
will see them hunting around on the grass, and beneath 
the park benches, after smooth round pebbles, which take 
the place of marbles. Then three or four of the little 
emigrant boys will squat around asmooth piece of ground, 
and begin to “snuck” the pebbles, and go through the 
game with as much happiness as if they were playing 
with the most costly agates. These little youngsters are 
not as clean and tidy as their German brothers; but they 
are often attired in dirty rags, with hands and faces that 
look as if they had not been washed for weeks. They 
wear the genuine Italian cap, with ribbons hanging down 
their backs, and very tight trousers and jacket. 

The Scandinavian children are distinguished by their 
big fur caps and thick coats, which are used so generally 
in their northern homes. The weather there is many 
degrees colder than in this country, and the people have 
to dress accordingly. They almost invariably have light 
hair, and the children’s heads are kept cropped pretty 
closely, giving them the appearance of being bald. They 
are not very playful; in fact,the children from all the 
northern countries appear slower in their actions, and 
less inclined to be jolly and frolicsome, than their cousins 
from the Southern countries. They usually follow their 
parents around like a body of Indians, the father and 
mother leading with big packs and bundles on their 
shoulders, and the older brothers and sisters coming next, 
and so on down to the little tots of only a year or two of 
age. The families aresometimes very large; and it is not 
a strange sight to see eight or ten thus walking along in 
a line, each one carrying somesmall bundle or bag. When 
it is noon, they take possession of a park bench, and 
while the parents seat themselves on it, the youngsters 
squat on the ground in a semi-circle around them. 
Bakers’ bread and some cheese or cold meat are then 
produced from a hand-bag, and the whole family begin 
to eat their noon-day meal out in the open air, 

Children from other countries, Scotland, France, Eng- 
land, Russia, and even Turkey, frequently mix up with 
the other lads and lasses, distinguished from each other 
only by their peculiar dress and manners. Hundreds 
of these children are landed every week, and they go to 
make up a large part of our population. Many of them 
know nothing about the Bible, or the religion that 
American boys are taught when very young. They are 
often ignorant, and inclined to be wicked, which tendency 
increases, as they grow older, unless they have some proper 
teachers to show them the way to do differently. A great 
many of these emigrant children are brought into mission 
schools, where they are taught the words of wisdom and 
righteousness, but hundreds never see the inside of a 
church or Sunday-school. How much greater are the 
advantages of those American-bred children who receive 
home and Sunday-school instruction every day! Should 
they not, in turn, try to help and think of the poor, igno- 
rant children from other countries, who are, as it were, 
thrown upon the shores of their country, to become better 
or worse, according to the treatment they receive? 
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LESSON HELPS. 
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LESSON CALENDAR. 


[Fourth Quarter, 1887.] 


1, October 2.—The Centurion’s Faith 

2. October 9.—The Tempest Stilled 

%. October 16.—Power to Forgive Sins 

4, October 23,—Three Miracles 

6. October 30.—The Harvest and the Laborers 
6. November 6.—Confessing Christ. 
7. November 13,—Christ’s Witness to John 
8. November 20,—Judgment ard Mercy 
9. November 27.—Jesus and the Sabbath 
10, December 4,.—Parable of the Sower 
11, December 11,—Parable of the Tares Matt. 13 : 24-30 
12. December 18.—Other Parables Matt. 13: 31-38, 44-52 
13. December 26.—Review ; of, lesson selected by the school, 


Matt. 8 15-13 

Matt. 8 : 18-27 

Matt, 9: 1-8 

Matt, 9 : 18-31 

Matt, 9 : 35-38; 10 : 1-8 
Matt. 10 : 32-12 

Matt. 11 : 215 

Matt, 11: 20-30 
Matt. 12 : 1-14 

Matt. 13:10 
































LESSON VIII., SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1887. 


TitrLeE: JUDGMENT AND MERCY. 


LESSON TEXT. 
(Matt. 11: 20-80. Memory verses, 27-30.) 
COMMON VERSION. REVISED VERSION. 

20. Then began he to upbraid| 20 Then began hetoupbrald the 
the cities wherein most of his cities wherein most of his 
mighty works were done, because 1mighty works were done, be- 
they repented not: 21 cause they repented not. Woe 

21. Woe unto thee, Cho-rf’zin ! unto thee, Chorazin! woe un- 
woe unto thee, Béth-si/i-da! for to thee, Bethsaida! for if the 
if the mighty works, which were 1mighty works had been done 
done in you, had been done in in Tyre and Sidon which were 
fyre and Si’don, they would have deaé in you, they would have 
repented long ago in sackcloth repented long ago in sackcloth 
and ashes, 22 and ashes. Howbeit I say un- 

22. But I say unto you, It shall to you, it shall be more toler- 
be more tolerable for Tyre and able for Tyre and Sidon in thé 
Sidon at the day of judgment, day of judgement, than for you, 
than for you. 23 And thou, Capernaum, shalt 

23. And thou, Ca-per’na-tim, thou be exalted unto heaven? 
which art exalted untc heaven, thou shalt *go down unto 
shalt be brought down to hell: Hades: for if the ! mighty 
fot if the mighty works, which works had been done in Sodom, 
have been done in thee, had been which were done in thee, it 
done in Sodom, it would have would have remained until 
remained until this day. 9 this day. Howbeit I say unto 

24. But I say unto you, That it you, that it shall be more tolera- 
shall be more tolerable for the ble for the land of Sodom in the 
land of Sodom in the day of| day ofjudgement,than for thee. 
judgment, than for thee. 2 At that season Jesus answer- 

26. At that time Jesus answered ed and said, 1 *thank thee, O 
and said, I thank thee, O Father, Father, Lord of heaven and 
Lord of heaven and earth, be- earth, that thou didst hide 
cause thou hast hid these things} these things from the wise and 
from the wise and prudent, and understanding, and didst re- 
hast revealed them unto babes, | 26 veal them unto babes: yea, 

26, Even so, Father; for so it Father, 4 for so it was well- 
seemed good in thy sight. 27 pleasing in thy sight. All 

27, Allthingsaredelivered unto| things have been delivered 
me of my Father: and no man unto me of my Father: and 
knoweth the Son, butthe Father;| 20 one knoweth the Son, save 
neither knoweth any man the the Father; neither doth any 
Father, save the Son, and he to| know the Father, save the Son, 
whomsoever the Son will reveal and he to whomsoever the 
him, Son willeth to reveal him. 

28. Come unto me, all ye that | 28 Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and| labour and are heavy laden, 
I will give you rest, 29 and I Will give yourest. Take 

29. Take my yoke tip6n You, and ‘my yoke upom'you, and learn 
learn of me; forI am meek and of me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart: and ye shall find lowly in heart: and ye shall 
rest unto your souls, 80 find rest unto your souls. For 

80. For my yoke is easy, and my my yoke is easy, and my bur- 
burden is light, den is light, 





1Gr. powers. 2Man: it! 8 
meaien ‘ton thet y ancient authorit!as read be brought down. *%Or, 





LESSON PLAN. 
Topic OF THE QUARTER: Jesus the King in Zion. 


GoLpEN TEXT FOR THE QuARTER: Thine, O Lord, is 
the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, 
and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth 
ts thine; thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thow art exalted as 
head above all,—1 Chron. 29 ; 11. 


Lesson Toric: The King’s Declarations Concerning His Hearers. 


1, Hearers Who Repent Not, vs. 20-24. 
Lxsson OUTLINE: j 2. Hearers Who See Truth, vg. 25-27. 
3. Hearers Who Accept Christ, vs. 28-30. 


Gotpen Text: Come wnto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.—Matt. 11: 28, 


Darty Home Reapines: 


M.—Matt. 11: 20-30. Declarations concerning His hearers, 
T.—Matt, 13; 1-28. Three classes of hearers, 

W.—Luke 10: 1-16. Hearers who despise, 

T.—Gen. 19: 12-26. Slow to hear, 

F.—Jonah 8: 1-10. Quick to hear. 

§.—Heb, 2: 1-18. Heeding what we hear, 

$.—Jas. 1; 16-27, Hearing and doing. 





LESSON ANALYSIS. 


I, HEARERS WHO REPENT NOT. 
1, Mighty Works; 


The cities wherein most of his mighty works were done (20). 
Whence hath this man... these mighty works? (Matt. 18 ; 54.) 
He did not many mighty works there ( Matt. 18 : 58). 

What mean such mighty works (Mark 6 
an w 


The Giactples rejoice... for ail the mighty works (Luke 


it. Exalted Privilege : 
Thou, Capernaum, shalt thou be exalted unto heaven? (23.) 
I will exalt my thfone above the stars of God (Isa, 14 : 18). 


¥vaned great, even to the host of heaven (Jan, 8 : 10). 
hat advantage then hath thé Jew?... Much every way (Rom. 


$:1, 2. 

Whose is the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants (Rom. 9 :4). 

il. Greater Condemnation : 

More tolerable for the land of Sodom, ... than for thee (24). 

How art thou fallen from heaven, O aa star ! (Isa. 14 : 12. 

He hath cast down from heaven unto the earth (Lam. 2; 1). 

Thou shalt be brought down unto Hades (Luke 10 : 15). 

Of how much sorer punishment,,.. shall he be judged worthy 
(Heb. 10 ; 29). 
1. ‘Then began he to upbraid the cities,” (1) The Lord of life; 

2) phe cities of privilege ; (3) The voice of censure. 

2. * They would have repented long ago.’’ (1) What did occur in 
Tyre and Sidon; (2) What might have occurred in Tyre and 
Sidon.--The fate of Tyre and Sidon (1) As now written in his- 
tory ; (2) As once possible of attainment; (3) As ever monumen- 
tal among men. 

. “ Thou shalt go down unto Hades.” Capernaum’s penalty: (1) 
Its imposer ; (2) Its intensity; (3) Its realization. 


II. HEARERS WHO SEE TRUTH. 
\. Truth Hid from the Wise: 


Thou didst hide these things from the wise and wnderstand- 
ing (25). 
He taketh the wise in their own craftiness (Job 5 : 13). 

he wisdom of their wise men shall perish (Isa. 29 : 14). 
The wise men... have rejected the word of the Lord (Jer. 8 : 9). 
The world through its wisdom knew not God (i Cor. 1 : 21). 


il. Truth Revealed Unto Babes : 
Thou... didst reveal them unto babes (25). 
-” of the mouth of babes... hast thou established strength (Psa. 


: 2). 
Unto us which are being saved it is the power of God (1 Cof. 1 : 18). 
Your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men (1 Cor, 2; 5). 
As newborn babes, long for the spiritual milk (1 Pet. 2 ; 2). 


il. Truth Known Through the Son: 


Neither doth any know the Father, save ...the Son willeth (27). 
Learn of me (Matt. 11 : 29). 
The only begotten Son, ... he hath declared him (John 1 : 18). 
Thou... of a truth teachest the way of God (Luke 20 : 21). 
Christ Jesus... brought life and incorruption to light (2 Tim. 1 : 10). 

1. “O Father, Lord of heaven and earth.’’ The Father’s relations 

1) To the Son; (2) To the heavens; (8) To the earth; (4) To the 
eliever ; (5) To the rebellious. 

2. “Thou didst hide,... and didst reveal.” (1) The hiding of 
truth; (2) The disclosure of truth.—(1) From whom hidden ; (2) 
How hidden ; (8) To whom revealed ; (4) How revealed. 

8, ‘‘So it was well-pleasing in thy sight.’’ (1) The sight of God; 
(2) The good-pleasure of God ; (3) The decisions of God. 


III, HEARERS WHO ACCEPT OHRIST. 
1, Humanity’s Condition : 
Ye that labour and are heavy laden (28). 

As a heavy burden they are too heavy for me (Psa. 38 : 4). 
Yet is their pride but labour and sorrow (Psa. 90 : 10). 
Te, ping gery burdens, ... and lay them on men’s shoulders 

att. 23 : 4). 

oke... which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear 

(Acts 15 : 10). 

I. Christ’s Call: i 
Come wnto me (28). 
Come, follow mé —_ 19 : 21). 
Come to the marriage feast (Matt. 22 : 4). 
Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom (Matt. 25 : $4). 
If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink (John 7 ; 87). 
ill. The Soul’s Rest: 
Ye shall find rest unto your souls (29). 
Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace (Isa. 26 : 3). 
We which have believed do enter into that rest (Heb. 4 : 8). 
Let us... give diligence to enter into that rest (Heb. 4: 11). 
That they may rest from their labours (Rev. 14 : 13). 

a % ane unto me.’’ (1) The call; (2) The called ; (3) The induce- 
ment. 

2. “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me.” (1) Christian life 
a service; (2) Christ the believer's yoke-fellow; (3) Christian 
life a aig £ (4) Christ the believer's teacher. 

8 ‘Ye shall find rest unto your souls.” mY The soul’s need of 
rest ; (2) The soul's capacity for rest ; (3) The soul’s place of rest ; 
(4) The soul’s abundance of rest. 





LESSON BIBLE READING. 
PERSONAL APPEALS OF THE LORD. 


Look unto me (Isa. 45 : 22; John $: 14, 15). 
Come unto me (Matt. 11 : 28; John 7 : 87). 
Abide in me (John 15 : 4; 1 John 2 : 6), 
Learn of me (Matt. 11 : 29; Phil. 2: 5-8). 
Follow thou me (John 21 : 19, 22; 12 : 26). 
Watch with me (Matt. 26 : 38; Rev. 3 : 3). 
Lovest thou me? (John 21 : 15; 1 Cor. 16 ; 22.) 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


The present lesson is connected in time with the previous 
one. The intervening passage (vs. 16-19) belongs to the dis- 
course which followed the message from the Baptist, and 
Matthew begins verse 20 with the word “then.” It should, 
however, be noted, that Luke, who presents no parallel to 





Matthew at this point, reports something similar in connec- 
tion with the sending out of the seventy (Luke 10: 13-15, 
21, 22). But it ismore probable that the sayings were repeated 
than that Matthew has anticipated. 

The Bethsaida spoken of in this lesson was the Bethsaida 
of Galilee, not the Bethsaida of Gaulonitis (or Bethsaida- 
Julias). The first named of these two places was on the west 
side of the Sea of Galilee, not far from Capernaum. The 
second was on the north-east of the sea, near the eastern bank 
of the Jordan as it enters the sea. 

The time and place are the same as those of the last lesson, 
—the summer of 781 (A. D. 28), in Galilee, probably near 
Capernaum, or near Nain. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PRESIDENT TIMOTHY DWIGHT. 

Verse 20. Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein most 
of his mighty works were done, because they repented not: In the 
verses which follow the close of the preceding lesson, and 
which, in their turn, are followed by those of the present les- 





son, Jesus continues his discourse with the multitudes, as 





connected with John the Baptist, calling their minds to the 
discontented and prejudiced manner in which they—the men 
of this generation—had acted towards John, and were now 
acting towards himself. Matthew places the verses now under 
consideration in immediate connection with this continued 
discourse, and apparently represents Jesus as turning from the 
words already spoken to make a still more serious charge 
against those who, in the prominent cities, had witnessed his 
works, and yet had willfully rejected himself and his message. 
He uttered a reproach against them. With a righteous indig- 
nation, he declared their sin, and denounced judgment upon 
it. The greatness of their sin consisted in the fact that, al- 
though they had seen the miraculous proofs of his divine 
commission, they had refused to turn in their life towards 
him, to give up their former sins and change their whole 
mind and purpose. We find no record of miracles in Chora- 
zin and Bethsaida in any of the Gospels (the feeding the five 
thousand probably took place near the latter city), and yet 
here they are spoken of as cities in which most of these 
miraculous works were done. Even if we hold that the word 
“most” here refers to most of the miracles wrought at this 
particular period of Jesus’ life, or in this particular region, 
this fact shows that the writer of the narrative makes only a 
selection of events for his record; a fact which is also indi- 
cated in other places, and is evident to every careful and can- 
did reader of the Gospels. The candid reader must consider 
this fact as he asks for explanations of difficulties, or raises 
questions for his own consideration. The Gospel narrative 
was not designed to be a complete story of Jesus’ life, but to 
set forth what he was. “ Many other signs did Jesus in the 
presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book, 
but these are written that ye may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye may have life 
in his name.” 

Verses 21, 22.— Woe unto thee, Chorazin ! woe unto thee, Bethe 
saida! for if the mighty works had been done in Tyre and Sidon 
which were done in you, they would have repented long ago in 
sackcloth and ashes. Howbeit I say unto you, tt shall be more 
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment, than for you: 
The city of Chorazin is not mentioned except in this passage 
and the corresponding one in Luke (Luke 10:13). Yet it 
was one of the cities which had had such a manifestation of 
the power of Jesus that he could declare its refusal to accept 
him to be worthy of a more serious condemnation than was 
the sin of Tyre and Sidon. Surely, the evangelists were not 
writing for completeness, or for the record of the history of 
the people about them, even in their relations to Jesus, They 
were telling a simple story of the Friend and Master whom they 
loved and believed; and anything or everything which they 
deemed not needful to the representation of his life and char- 
acter was of little importance to their thought. Bethsaida was 
the city of Andrew and Peter, and also of Philip. Its prob- 
able situation was at the north end of the lake of Tiberias, at 
the point where the Jordan entersit. Chorazin is supposed to 
have been at no great distance from Capernaum, and thus on 
the western side of the lake,—two miles from that city, accor- 
ding to the most recent investigations and opinions, and near 
the north-western end of the lake. The comparison with Tyre 
and Sidon carries with it a strong emphasis, which is still 
farther strengthened by the-reference to Sodom in verses 28 
and 24, these cities having been such prominent examples of 
the Divine punishment in the Old Testament times. The 
comparison is also suggestive as to the degree of knowledge 
which Tyre and Sidon may be regarded as having of divine 
things; as to the degree of knowledge also which Chorazin 
and Bethsaida had, as measured by that which men have in 
our land, or in this age. The words “in sackcloth and ashes” 
refer to the Jewish custom, in case of mourning, of wearing 
sackcloth, and sprinkling ashes on the head. These things 


-were thus the sign of deep grief, and they are mentioned 


as setting forth the depth of sorrow with which they 
would have repented. These heathen cities would have 
repented with most genuine sorrow for their sins, if they had 
had the light which had now been manifested in Chorazin 
and Bethsaida.—More tolerable in the day of judgment: The 
suggestion of these words is in accordance with other intima- 
tions in the New Testament,—that the final judgment will 
have regard to the degree*of light which men have in this 
world (Rom. 2: 12,13). The condemnation of the inhabi- 
tants of Tyre and Sidon at the judgment is indicated; but a 
severer condemnation awaits those of the two Galilean cities. 
The same thought is even more impressively brought out in 
the verses which follow. 

Verses 23, 24.—And thou, Capernaum, shalt thou be exalted 
unto heaven? thou shalt go down unto Hades: for if the mighty works 
had been done in Sodom which were done in thee, it would have 
remained until this day. Howbeit I say unto you, that it shall be 
more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment than 
for thee: In the Revised Version, the first sentence in verse 28 
is in the interrogative form, and the following one is the 
drawing out of the negative answer into what is involved in 
it. Inthe Authorized Version, on the other hand, the first 
of the two sentences is a relative and descriptive one, “which 
art exalted unto heaven.” The question as between the two 
is a textual one, and the manuscript evidence is strongly in 
favor of the Revised Version, The iuterrogative sentence is 
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introduced in the original by a particle which suggests that 
a negative answer is expected. The language in the two 
sentences is of a figurative character, representing great ex- 
altation and condemnation, and seems, when taken in its 
impressive contrast, to be an emphatic expression of the “ woe 
unto thee” of verse 21. It will be observed that “ Hades,” 
not “hell” (as in the Authorized Version), is spoken of in 
contrast to “heaven,” and that, in the latter part of the verse, 
the words used are, “it would have remained until this day.” 
Both of these forms of expression indicate that the idea of 
the condemnation of the future is suggested, rather than 
directly referred to or described,—the application to the 
future Divine punishment being found in the thought of the 
whole passage. “ Hades” here, as in other passages, denotes 
the abode of the dead, not the place of eternal punishment. 
Meyer calls attention to the manner in which the passage 
(vs. 21-24) “assumes the form of a weighty climax,” and 
also to “the solemn parallelism ” of the conditional clauses in 
verses 21 and 23, and of the threatened punishments in verses 
22 and 24. The fact that the “mighty works” were not done 
in Tyre and Sidon and in Sodom, suggests the thought of the 
various conditions and degrees of enlightenment which are 
allowed and assigned to different men. This thought is 
pressed upon our minds whenever we contemplate mankind 
in view of this subject, and brings us within the region of the 
mysteries of the providential ordering of the world. It is 
worthy of notice that no explanation of this matter is given 
by Jesus here or elsewhere. It is also noticeable that he 
gives no indication that those who had not seen the miracles 
would escape condemnation in the day of judgment, but only 
that what would befall them would be less severe than what 
would come upon those who had seen these wonderful works, 
and yet had not repented. 

Verses 25, 26.—At that season Jesus answered and said, I 
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou didst 
hide these things from the wise and prudent, and didst reveal them 
unto babes: yea, Father, for so it was well-pleasing in thy sight: 
The expression “at that season Jesus answered and said” 
seems to separate the words of these verses from those which 
precede, as if the evangelist would not have the reader sup- 
pose them to be immediately connected with what goes before. 
According to Luke 10: 17-24, they were spoken in connection 
with the report which the seventy made on their return from 
the mission upon which they had been sent forth. As Mat- 
thew omits the account of the sending forth of the seventy 
disciples, we may easily believe that he inserts these remark- 
able words in this place, after his record of the discourse of 
Jesus to the twelve and his reference to their mission, which 
was so similar to that of the seventy. The things which 
Jesus refers to in the expression “that thou didst hide these 
things” are those which appertained to the message carried 
by the disciples to those to whom they preached; that is, the 
things connected with the new kingdom. “The wise and 
prudent” are those who are such according to the gfandard 
of “this world,” and in its wisdom. The “ babes” are those 
who, without the possession of or pride in such wisdom, hold 
their minds in that simple and teachable state which makes 
them receptive for the divine truth. Paul draws out this 
contrast in the first chapter of his First Epistle to the Corin- 
thians. The Gospel of John sets forth the same great fact, 
that the soul which does not proudly trust in its own wisdom, 
but is susceptible to the heavenly revelation, is the one that 
receives that revelation, when it comes, through faith. The 
“thanks” which Jesus gives to the Father—some hold that 
the verb conveys the idea of a recognition of the justice of 
God in what he thus does—have reference to the combined 
sentence which follows, in which the latter part has an espe- 
cial emphasis. It was the Divine ordering and plan here 
suggested that occasioned the expression of satisfaction on 
Jesus’ part,—not that the wise and prudent were shut out 
from this spiritual apprehension, but that the receptivity for 
spiritual truth was realized through child-like teachableness 
in the person to whom it offered itself, and not through 
earthly wisdom or knowledge. This it is which makes the 
gospel the greatest of all blessings to the world. ‘This it is 
which opens its gifts to all, even the humblest and lowest, and 
in the sphere of this fact, as we may almost say, lies its trans- 
forming power for character and the inner life. Well might 
Jesus give expression to his thankfulness, as he saw his truth 
making its way according to this divine arrangement,—the 
common people receiving it gladly, while the chief priests 
and scribes rejected it; the disciples accepting it in faith, 
while the Pharisees scornfully refused to believe. The words 
“Lord of heaven and earth” are used here, as we may be- 
lieve, in connection with the thought of the Divine sovereignty 
which is suggested in the following words. The word follow- 
ing “yea,” in verse 26, may be translated “ for,” as in the 
text of the Revised Version, or “that,” as in the margin. In 
the latter case, the verse seems to be substantially a repeti- 
tion, with emphasis, of the thought of verse 25: Yes, I thank 
thee this was thy good pleasure. In the former case, the 
verse seems to be a recognition of the fitness that the order- 
ing should be ag the Father would have it,—an expression of 
acquiescence in God’s will and plan. 

Verse 27.—Al things have been delivered unto me of my 
Father: and no man knoweth the Son, save the Father ; neither 





doth any know the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the 
Son willeth to reveal him: The connection of these words seems 
to be with the thought of that power which had accompanied 
the disciples in their mission, if they had now returned (see 
Luke), or which was accompanying them, if they were still 
engaged in it, and which manifested itself in the hiding and 
revealing, in the taking of the kingdom of heaven by the 
violent and the condemnation of those who, though behold- 
ing the miracles, did not repent. The striking correspon- 
dence between the thought and expression of this verse and 
what we find in the Gospel of John is noticed by many 
writers. It shows that that form of expression and teaching 
which is brought before us in the fourth Gospel was known 
as belonging to Jesus by the authors of the earlier Gospels. 
The necessity of approaching the Father through the Son in 
order to know him with that true knowledge which pertains 
alone to the friendly relation between the soul and God, is 
distinctly declared here. The words take hold upon the 
soul’s inmost life as truly, and after the same manner, as those 
which John records. They also represent, after the same 
manner, the close relation and unity between the Son and 
the Father. What must Jesus have been in his conscious- 
ness of himself, we may well ask, when he could say, not only 
“no man knoweth the Father, save the Son,” but also “no 
man knoweth the Son, save the Father”? The word “know” 
implies, according to the verb used in the original, “full 
knowledge,” and thus that knowledge which is everywhere 
in the New Testament connected only with faith and love. 
The words “to whomsoever the Son willeth to reveal him” 
bear, as Meyer says, the impress of superhuman consciousness. 


Verses 28-30.—Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and Iwill give you rest. Tuke my yoke wpon you, and 
learn of me ; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light: The reference in the words “labour and are heavy 
laden” is apparently to those whom the Saviour saw before 
him seeking after deliverance from sin through legal observ- 
ances, and burdened by the yoke of Pharisaism. But they 
were, doubtless, intended to have a wider application to all 
that class of persons, in all times, who are in the condition 
represented in the seventh chapter of the Epistle to the 
Romans (vs. 14-24),—burdened by a sense and conviction of 
sin, and seeking to free themselves from its power by their 
own efforts, through the struggle of the better part of their 
nature against the sinful appetites and impulses. After 
making the declaration that the knowledge of the Father, 
which is the light and life of the soul, is given to those to 


whom the Son willeth to reveal him, the invitation is pre- |. 


sented to all who are thus burdened to come to the Son, and 
to receive the revelation and the knowledge (Rom. 7 : 25). 
As we may see from Paul’s experience, none were more bur- 
dened or under the heavy yoke than those who sincerely tried 
to follow the rules and teachings of the Pharisaic doctors. 
Life was for them full of minutest precepts and duties; and 
the earnest soul, desirous to be faithful, was oppressed, at 
every turn and in every hour, by a burden too heavy to be 
borne. The result—so far as victory over the power of sin 
and resultant peace was concerned—was failure and the sense 
of wretchedness: “ Wretched man that I am, who shall de- 
liver me?” The revelation made to Paul on the way to 
Damascus, by reason of which he saw that free forgiveness 
was ready for him, and that salvation was by grace, not by 
works, and the joyous freedom which characterized his inner 
life ever afterwards, may give us the meaning, also, of what 
the light burden and the easy yoke of the service of Christ 
are.—Come unto me: At this point the words of Jesus, as indi- 
cated above, turn from a declaration with reference to his 
own power to reveal the Father to an invitation to come to 
him for the knowledge which he has to give.—All ye that 
labour : The invitation is universal to all who feel the burden 
of sin and of the effort to escape its dominion by their own 
works, by legal righteousness, by the fulfillment of prescribed 
rules of conduct,—in a word, by their own unaided strength.— 
And Iwill give: The “I” here is emphatic. I will do for 
you what no other teacher can do. Your other teachers lay 
burdens upon you; I will give you rest. The “rest” referred 
to is that which comes to the soul through reconciliation to 
God and union with him.—Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
of me: The yoke of Christ by the connection of this phrase 
with the words “learn of me” would seem to mean the teach- 
ing and discipline of Christ, which are contrasted with those 
of the Jewish scribes and the Pharisees._-For I am meek and 
lowly in heart: This ground for the exhortation just given is 
presented, as we may believe, because in meekness and lowli- 
ness is the knowledge of God to be attained. Some writers 
suppose that a contrast with the Jewish teachers is intended 
here also, and that the words “in heart” are added as carry- 
ing with them the idea of “not merely in appearance.” But 
while this may be the design of the expression, it seems un- 
necessary to suppose it to be so, and the explanation given 
above is more probable and more satisfactory.—And ye shall 
find rest for your souls: The promise is an absolute one. The 
peace of God shall abide with every one who thus comes to 
Jesus, and learns from him as the meek and lowly one who 
reveals the Father.—For my yoke is easy: This thirtieth verse 
adds a further ground for the exhortation, “Take my yoke,” 





The yoke of Christ and the burden which he imposes in the 
matter of attaining to the knowledge of God, and to the true 
righteousness, are easy and light, because the working power 
in the Christian life is faith operating through love. This 
confiding love and loving trust make all service the spon- 
taneous and joyous offering of a grateful soul to its divine 
Master and Lord. 

Yale University. 





CHRIST’S VOICE OF JUDGMENT, THANKS- 
GIVING, SELF-ATTESTATION, AND 
INVITATION. 

BY ALEXANDER McLAREN, D.D. 


Matthew has probably brought together, in this chapter, 
several incidents, which throw light on the strange variety of 
effects produced by our Lord’s appearance. The verses included 
in this lesson are all closely connected by definite notes of 
time, but it is doubtful whether they are in their chronologi- 
cal place here, or in Luke’s Gospel. However that may be, 
it is worth noticing how this whole chapter is occupied with 
showing how variously Jesus affected men. A gallery of swift 
sketches is hung in it,—John the doubting herald ; the excita- 
ble multitude, with their eagerness too genuine for wholesale 
censure, though too smoky and carnal for unmixed praise; the 
cynical critics who, with inconsistent impartiality of censure, 
picked holes in John’s asceticism and in Christ’s freedom, 
Then follows our lesson, which gives us his lamentation over 
the impenitent, whom more light but made more guilty ; and, 
in sharp contrast, his joy over the babes who welcomed his 
message, his claim to be the sole medium of the knowledge of 
God, and his blessed universal call, which is addressed to, and 
may be obeyed by, all these varieties of men, whose different 
attitudes towards the truth do not make the truth less truly 
meant for all. 

1. The Voice of Sad Upbraiding.—The words (vs. 20-24) 
are weighed down with the sorrow of Christ’s loving heart, 
and stern with denunciations of judgment. He weeps in pro- 
nouncing the dark doom, and the doom is pronounced that it 
may not be fulfilled. But it is false kindness to hide grim 
facts ; and the gospel is a gospel because one of its elements ia 
the proclamation of judgment. The grace poured into Christ’s 
lips would not be the grace which we need, unless its tender- 
ness left us in no doubt of the solemn fact of retribution. The 
full chord includes the deep bass note of loving threatening as 
well as the clear treble of lightsome promise. 

Besides the weightier lesson of these verses, they suggest 
two thoughts regarding Christ’s miracles. The one is, How 
small a sheaf of these has been harvested in the Gospels, com- 
pared with the large number unrecorded. Most of his mighty 
works were done in these cities, but Chorazin is only twice 
mentioned in Scripture, while a very small percentage of the 
narrated works are allocated to either of the other two places, 
The earth’s path lay through a field of meteors; but only a 
few of them blaze still in our sky. The other thought is that 
our Lord rated highly the evidential and spiritual power of 
his miracles. _In modern days, we are too apt to dwell on 
sayings of his which subordinate their worth to that of the 
self-evidencing power of his personality and words. But that 
is one-sided. His miracles were signs; and they were powers 
not only in the physical realm, but in leading to the knowl- 
edge of him. 

The great lesson taught here is that degrees of judgment 
correspond to degrees of light. What a solemn thought it is 
that the long past generations of Sodom and Tyre were then 
living and waiting their trial! With what calm certitude of 
knowledge Christ declares what is to happen at that future 
day! Is not his voice like the voice of the King, who is to be 
the Judge? He sees all and says little. We, whosee nothing, 
had best listen and make sure that we weigh and feel his words. 
That profound and mysterious “more tolerable” can be but 
dimly understood by us; but this we can understand, that it 
clearly indicates degrees in retribution, as infinite as the moral 
differences between men, who may all do the same thing, and 
yet be unequally guilty of the various conditions determining 
the amount of culpability. The measure of knowledge, against 
which the deed was done, is the most important. The 
glimmer which shed a twilight on Sodom was enough to 
warrant the fierce blaze of the destroying fire; but the light 
which shone from Jesus was so bright that, if neglected, a far 
more lurid flame must flash around its despisers. The most 
hopeless people are gospel-hardened formalists. Christ here 
claims to shed a clearer light for guidance than can be seen 
anywhere else ; and, as he is the last and fullest revelation of 
the mercy of God, and the strongest motives for repentance 
are drawn from his work, so the consequences of insensibility 
to these are the most terrible. The brighter the summer sun- 
shine, the louder the thunder. Indifference to him is the sin 
of sins. The men of Chorazin had not actively opposed him, 
but had simply not actively accepted. They had not been 
bestial in their profligacy, like the foul Sodomites. The 
deadliest poison may be colorless, and look quite innocent. 
So, not these long-dead men of the villages by the lake, but 
the respectable people of to-day, may learn that the worst 
sinners are not the doers of the worst things, but the sinners 
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against the clearest light, who know all about Jesus, and care 
nothing for it all. 

2. The Solemn Voice of Thanksgiving. —The vision of judg- 
ment which lay before Christ’s inward eye drives him, as a 
relief, to the contrasted thought of the humble souls who did 
receive him. ‘He answered”—what? Apparently, not any 
word from others, but the emotions of his own heart at the sad 
foresight of the doom of the rejecters. Who are the two 
classes spoken of? “The wise and prudent” were, no doubt, 
primarily the scribes and Pharisees; but the designation in- 
cludes all who, like them, trust in their own superior enlighten- 
ment, and along with intellectual eminence, which is a good, 
have intellectual conceit, which is an evil. Just as Christ 
said that it was hard for the rich to enter the kingdom, and 
explained the saying, when misunderstood, by the varied form, 
“how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter ;” so 
here, the possession of intellectual wealth is not a disqualifica- 
tion, nor is there any discord between true culture and Chris- 
tianity, nor any natural affinity between ignorance and 
religion; but the exaggerated estimate of the value of culture, 
and the tone of mind produced by pluming one’s self on it, and 
using it as the measure of all things, are fatal disqualifications. 
On the other hand, the “ babes” are those conscious of their 
ignorance and need, self-distrustful, willing to obey, docile. 
These, whether they be wise or foolish, are fit to receive the 
light. A child-like receptivity will not look in vain. The 
reasons for the gospel’s being hid from those and revealed to 
these lie in the very nature of the gospel. For what are its 
characteristics? It addresses itself to all men, not to classes, 
schools, or coteries. It appeals to beggars and millionaires, to 
scholars and to barbarians, with the same message. It knows 
no ranks nor distinctions. It treats all as utterly helpless, 
and offers to all redemption as their most pressing want, and 
demands from all submission and trust. That being so, they 
who see its beauty must be the persons who consent to its 
estimate of them, and are willing to accept its terms. Hence 
the disqualification of the “ wise” necessarily results. Wisdom 
is no barrier in itself nor in its proper use. The organ for the 
reception of the gospel isthe heart, not the head; and wisdom 
becomes a barrier because its possessors are accustomed to 
think it the master key, and do not care to go in at a door 
which it does not open. If the wise man will “ cease to glory 
in his wisdom,” and be content to be saved on the same terms 
as the poor simpleton who cannot read a line, his wisdom 
will cease to be a hindrance and become a help. “Let him 
become a fool, that he may be wise.” The apparent harshness 
and exclusiveness of this saying melt away when steadily 
regarded, and it is seen to cover and be a consequence of the 
universal adaptation of the gospel, and of thesimplicity of its 
conditions, It is “hid from the wise and prudent,” just 
because it is “babes” to whom it is “revealed.” There are 
no special entrance doors for the élite of the race; and if any 
set of men are so enamored of their own intellectual or other 
qualifications that they want differently colored tickets of 
admission, and a private entrance, they will have to stop out- 
side. Not their superiority, but their insisting that it shall 
be recognized, keeps them out. 

8. The Majestic Voice of Self-attestation (v. 27).—Jesus 
turns now from prayer to witness, from heaven to earth. His 
spirit had passed from the woes of the rejecters to the con- 
templation of the gracious Divine purpose, which had 
appointed terms so possible to the humblest; and now he 
points all, be they wise or foolish, to himself as the one 
revealer. The words sound like a verse of John’s Gospel; 
and their occurrence here may serve to show that the side 
of our Lord’s teaching which had the strongest affinities for 
John’s deep mystical nature was not unknown to the other 
evangelists, though sparingly reproduced by them. What 
tremendous claims he here makes for himself !—unlimited 
power, as universal in its sweep as unbounded in its sway. 
Inter-communion with the Father so deep that perfect knowl- 
ledge (for the word rendered “know” is an emphatic form, 
and implies full and adequate knowledge) reciprocally subsists 
between the Father and him; a mystery in his being, of which 
the Father alone is fully cognizant; his own exclusive and 
complete revelation ofthe Father, without which every eye is 
dark, and by which any eye that he wills, may be enlightened, 
—all this was said in the quietest tones by a Galilean peasant, 
who, in almost the same breath, said, in his next sentence, “I 
am meek and lowly in heart.” Strange meekness! and 
stranger still that men have taken him at his word, seen no 
contradiction between his claims and his humility, though 
that humility announced its own presence, and have joyfully 
found that he does all which he undertook, and shows them 
the Father. Who can fathom the depths of thissaying? It 
pierces the primeval depths before time and “all things” 
were. It plunges into the divine abysses, and lets us dimly 
see the eternal, ineffableimpartation of the Father to the Son, 
and the absolute completeness of theircommunion. On these 
transcendent facts of the eternal, super-sensual world, it bases 
the exclusive power of the Son to reveal the Father; whereby 
the paradox comes to be true, that the Son is to us more of a 
mystery than the Father whom he reveals, and that he, though 
unknown with perfect knowledge by any but the Father, 
nevertheless imparts to us a knowledge of the Father which 
he parallels with bis own, inasmuch as it is derived from 





‘him, and he will not cease to declare God’s name unto 


his brethren till we have learned .all which he can teach. 
Is this insanity? If not, who and what is he who thus 
speaks? 

4, The Pleading Voice of Universal Invitation (vs. 28-80).— 
A listener might have asked to whom the Son willed to reveal 
the Father. If he is the only revealer, does his merciful 
desire to be such include “the wise and prudent” as well as 
“the babes,” the sinners of Chorazin as well as the little 
group of followers? These final words answer all such ques- 
tions. Thorwaldsen has filled the pediment of a great church 
with figures representing all varieties of human pains and 
woes, and set him in the centre, calm and pure, with compas- 
sion and conscious power in his look, and outstretched arms 
expressing invitation, and dropping the benediction of rest. 
The artist has but embodied these wonderful words, 


We may note in them the twofold designation of the per- 
sons invited. They aresuch as “labour and are heavy laden.” 
These two expressions cover the active and the passive sides 
of our need. The former refers to work which, by reason of 
excess in amount, or distastefulness in kind, has become weari- 
sometoil. Thelatter points not so much to the burden of duties 
or tasks, as tothe heavy and painful experiences which we all, 
sooner or later, have to carry,—the burdens of sorrow and care. 
Most men have to stagger under both these sorts of evils, and 
to toil and sorrow at the same time. But both havea deeper 
significance when viewed in relation to God’s law of right- 
eousness, There are painful and futile efforts to keep the 
law, which weary the doers; and there is the sore burden 
of failure, guilt, and habit, which bows down men’s backs, 
always, whether they know it or no. So this twofold designa- 
tion embraces every soul; and he to whom the Revealer wills 
to reveal the one Light is every man, whatever his culture or 
his sin. The call touches deep chords in every heart. 


We may note the twofold ene = a Come unto me,” 
and “Take my yoke upon you.” The former is faith? the 
latter, practical obedience. The former is the call to all the 
weary; thelatter is the further call, which they only who 
have come will obey. Faith is the true approach of the soul 
to Jesus. It has him, not mere doctrines about him, for its 
object, It is the movement of the whole manto him. It has 
for its result our continual companionship by his side. It is 
the initial Christian act. On it follows “ Take my yoke upon 
you,and learn of me.” The yoke is that which is laid on the 
neck of the draught ox, and enables it to draw the burden 
The load, then, is the whole mass of duties and services, while 
the yoke is that which binds them onus; namely, his authority. 
Obedience, then, to his command, and a consequent active per- 
formance of all which he wills, is Christ’s second merciful call 
to us all. It comes second, not first; but it does come. Our 
relation to him is not exhausted in the faith which has 
recourse to him for healing and comfort; it must pass on to 
include this other also. The whole sum of practical obedi- 
ence is further set forth as “learning of him.” The imitation 
of Jesus, is the one commandment of Christian morals; but it 
should never be forgotten that such imitation is only possible 
when his spirit dwells in us, and makes us like him. There 
may be as much weariness and bondage in imitating Christ 
without his life in us, as in any other form of trying to work 
out our own righteousness. 

We may note further the twofold rest. Perhaps the varia- 
tion in the form of the promise in the two clauses is intended to 
carry agreatlesson, “I will give you rest,” seems more appro- 
priate to describe the rest consequent on our first coming to 
Ch cist, which issimply and exclusively a direct bestowment, and 
“ye shall find rest” more fitted to describe a repose which is none 
the less his gift, though it is dependent on our practical 
obedience, ina way in which the former is not. There is an 
initial rest, the rest of faith, of pardon, of a quieted conscience, 
of filial communion with God,—a rest involved in the very act 
of trast, as of a child sleeping secure on its mother’s breast, 
Nothing less than Divine power can give such a gift, and 
Christ offers it to all, But there is a further rest in bearing 
his yoke. Obedience delivers us from the unrest of self-will. 
To obey an authority which we love is repose. He that 
“hath ceased from his own works” and does Christ’s, hath 
entered into rest. It brings rest from the tyranny of passion, 
from the weight of too much liberty, from conflicting desires. 
There is rest in Christ-likeness, He ismeek and lowly; and 
they who wear his image find in meekness tranquillity, and 
some quieting from his deep calm hushes their spirits. Such 
rest is like God’s rest, full of energy. 








His yoke is easy, and his commandments are not grievous, 
not because he lowers the standard of duty, but because he alters 
the motives which enjoin it and gives the power to do them. 
Christ’s yoke is padded with love, so it rests lightly on the 
neck. His burden is light, because, as St. Bernard says, it 
carries the man who carries it. The true rest for every soul 
lies first in coming to Christ by faith, and then in yielding 
heart and will to him and carrying the burden of our lighter 
cross after and for the sake of him, who has borne the heaviest 
cross for us. 


* Here giveth He the rest 
Which to his best belov’d doth still remain,” 


Manchester, England. 
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TEACHING POINTS. 
BY BISHOP H. W. WARREN, D.D., LL.D, 
JUDGMENT SEVERE FOR KINDNESS REPULSED. 


The Source of goodness, who was willing to die to give it to 
men, must abhor one who only lived to destroy goodness, 
God has decreed the heathen to his Son for an inheritance, 


and the uttermost parts of the earth for a possession. He # 


abhors any one who tramples down that inheritance a 
wrests away that possession. ! 

And abhorrence finds expression. He has an Esther for 
every Haman, Goths for every rotten Rome, an Alaric 
“scourge of God” for unrepentant people, and lightning that 
burns the soil to a desert in the graveyard of the nations for 
the people that will not serve him. 

Alas that the place that might have been glorified into the 
capital of the kingdom of God on earth, by the residence and 
miracles of the Lord, must be thrust down to hell sng 
indifference and hard-heartedness of the people! - ~ 

The awful authority of that word makes all the mentioned 
cities wastes, their very sites lost from human knowledge. 
Yet the Judge of all the earth is yet on the earth, and not com- 
ing in the terrible glory of the holy angels from the heavens 
to finally judge the earth in righteousness, 

But “at that time,” while the tongue burned with just denun- 
ciations, the heart is melted to tenderness, that there are babes 
to whom the truth is revealed. The lightning and thunder 
were terrible, but freshness and beauty filled the world as the 
rainbow of promise spans the whole of the retreating storm. 

That such profound revelations should come only to those 
esteemed humble babes, seems to have been a surprise to 
Christ. But he stops his questioning wonder by saying, Even 
so, Father; for so it seemed good,—not an arbitrary will or 
unreasoning conclusion—in thy sight. What a mingling of 


terrible judgment and holy tenderness of love! Truly we 
find the dual nature, 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS, 
BY H. OLAY TRUMBULL. 


Then began he to upbraid (v.20). Even the patient and 
loving Jesus could become discouraged, as it were, in his 
efforts to convince and to win those after whom his heart 
went out with longing. He had done more “mighty works” 
in behalf of the people of whom he was now speaking than 
he had done in all the world besides. He had done enough, 
he was sure, to have drawn to him the hearts of others who 
were now his enemies, Yet all this endeavor on his part had 
availed nothing thus far. What wonder, then, that he saw 
no gain in other effort and entreaty there. Words of reproach 
seemed the only fitting words. They were certainly merited. 
It might be that they would accomplish good where words of 
entreaty had failed. There are times when further effort to 
win hearts by affectionate assurance and appeal would be 
folly. Upbraiding, when it is a duty, is a duty, whatever 
may be its result. But it needs the wisdom, the love, and the 
patience of Jesus to utter reproaches in a right spirit, and at 
only the proper time. Lord, keep us from upbraiding when 
upbraiding is not a duty ! 

Tyre and Sidon... would have repented long ago (v. 21). 
When we look at the heathen in their vileness, or at crimi- 
nals in our own land in their undeniable guilt, it is very easy 
for us to recognize our superiority to them in religious con- 
victions and in outward morality. We know that we have 
higher aspirations aud a purer life than theirs. But there is 
another way of looking at this case. Our privileges are cer- 
tainly greater than theirs. Have we done as well, according 
to the light given to us, as they have done according to their 
light? Have we improved our advantages as they would have 
improved them, had our positions been reversed? Should 
we have done as well as they are doing, had we had no more 
light than they have? What would they have done, had 
they had the teachings and the example of our godly parents 
and of our good pastor? What if they had heard as many 
good sermons and read as many good books as we have? 
What if they had lived in such a community as ours, and 
had had such friends as help us upward and onward, with as 
many promptings from without and within to a holy life and 
to right conduct? Would they have done no better than 
they are doing now? Would they have contented themselves 
with so low a plane as ours? Ah! those people of Tyre and 
Sidon, bad as they were, never so resisted the loving looks 
and words, and so gainsaid the many’ mighty deeds of the 
Saviour of sinners, as have we of Chorazin and Bethsaida, 
If they had been blessed to our extent, they might have been 
penitent and godly. What a shame that we do so poorly | 

More tolerable . - tn the day of judgement (v. 22). What- 
ever else is saetain in the future, the day of judgment is 
sure tocome. And when it comes, all the world shall know 
“who is who, and what is what.” People will be shown then 
as they are, rather than as they were supposed to be. And 
in this showing, it will be seen against what inducements to 
well doing sinners went astray. There will be degrees of 
condemnation. Those who did just as well as they knew 
how, and yet failed of the right, shall be considered with 
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leniency not shown to those who went wrong willfully. Does 
this thought give you any comfort? Are you one of those 
who are walking uprightly to the full extent of your light 
and knowledge? Or does it increase to you the terrors of the 
judgment, because you are not doing the best you know how? 
Will it be “more tolerable” for you, or for some of the un- 
evangelized, in that day? 

Didst reveal them unto babes (vy, 25), A child can under- 
stand great theological truths quite as well as the wisest man 
can. Indeed, unless the wisest man retains the child-like 
spirit, he cannot understand those truths as well as a child. 
A readiness to learn is an essential prerequisite to learning ; 
and who has that better than a child? A willingness to 
accept a truth on faith—out of an unshrinking trust in him 
who declares it—is another essential to the receiving of the 
highest mysteries of revelation. Does not the child also excel 
there? A true child is not only a good learner, he isa good 
teacher, The parent who does not learn much from his chil- 
dren’s statements of religious truth, and from his children’s 
questions about religious truth, fails to make a wise use of 
conversation with his children. There are godly ministers 
who, when perplexed about the meaning of some Bible text, 
are accustomed to read it over to one of their little children, 
or to one of their grandchildren, and ask the child to tell 
what it means, in order that the simple and faith-filled an- 
swers of the child may reflect into the questioner’s mind some 
of that heavenly wisdom which, in the providence of God, is 
revealed unto babes, and unto those who are willing to become 
as babes in order that they may learn and trust. 

Yea, Father, for so it was well-pleasing in thy sight (vy. 26). 
It is very easy to be grateful for God’s dealings with us, 
when they seem good in our sight. We are glad togive him 
thanks for health and prosperity and home and friends, and 
for all that the heart loves and longs for. When, however, 
God deals with us in a way that doubtless seems good to him, 
but that seems anything but good to us, then it is not so easy 
to be full of thankfulness. When our best laid plans of life 
are thwarted; when our property is suddenly swept away; 
when loved ones are taken from us; when we are strangely 
misunderstood, or slandered, or betrayed; when a sacred 
friendship is sadly clouded, so that its light and warmth seem 
lost to us; when we are brought into a state of unpleasant 
dependence or helplessness; when our pride is humbled, or 
our opportunities of usefulness are providentially restricted ; 
when that which we would most shrink from is our portion, 
and that which we would most crave is denied to us,—then is 
when it is hard for us to say, “ We thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast done this, instead 
of that. Even so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight.” 
But it is just then that this duty rests heaviest upon us, as 
the followers of Jesus, and as the children of God. 

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden (v. 28.) 
Not, as this text is often quoted, “Come unto me, all ye that 

Are weary,” but “Come unto me, all ye that labopr.” The 
Lord’s promise of rest is to those who have anathtny to do, 
and are doing it. It is to the laborer, not to the loafer. 
Rest in work, not rest from work, is the promised blessing. 
It is when our hands are on the plow, and we will not turn 
back, although ready to drop in our tracks from exhaustion, 
that we can ask help to push the furrow through. It is when 
the battle rages fiercest, and we lack the strength, but not the 
will, to strike another blow for the right, that our arms may 
be nerved anew, through faith, to greater strength than 
before. It is when the race is not yet won, and we are strain- 
ing every nerve to continue in it to the end, that our ca!l may 
be in confidence for endurance until the goal is reached. It 
is the heavy-burdened mother, it is the untiring teacher, it is 
the hard-working pastor, it is the sore tempted and strug- 
gling believer, to whom these words of Jesus come with help- 
ful assurance. Comeunto me, you who labor and are heavy 
laden ; call on me in your need; trust me in your work, and 
under your burdens,—and I will give you rest in your toils 
and trials, and endurance unto the end. 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY A. F. SCHAUFFLER, D.D. 


Jesus was the gentlest and the sternest of men. No words 
can excel his in sweetness and persuasive tone, and none can 
surpass him in vehemence of denunciation and in solemnity 
of warning. It is not for the teacher to pick and choose 
among the utterances of his Master, to accept the gentle and 
decline the stern. Modern thought wrongly declines to put 
emphasis on the latter, and dwells almost exclusively on the 
gentler side of the Saviour’s utterances. Our lesson to-day 
combines both, and therefore let solemn attention be paid to 
warnings as well as to invitations. 

In Bethsaida, and especially in Capernaum, Jesus had 
taught, and wrought many miracles, More than any other 
cities they had enjoyed abundant opportunities for spiritual 
enlightenment. These they had rejected; and while they 
received the temporal blessings that flowed from his hands, 
they turned away from his spiritual teachings. Hence came 
his solemn warnings, in which he assures them that, in spite 
of all their self-righteousness, they were more culpable than 
even Sodom or Gomorrah, because they, having enjoyed 





greater light, had still chosen the darkness, Yet, lest per- 
chance any timid soul should be discouraged by his stern 
words of condemnation, and give up hope, Jesus ends by say- 
ing, “ Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.” For hardened sinners, judgment ; 
for penitent sinners, pardon; this was, is, and ever shall be, 
the principle of Divine government. 

Is this judgment just? Is it not cruel for God to punish 
the unrepentant sinner? These are questions which occur 
to every scholar’s mind. Let the teacher not rebuke such 
queries, but deal with them kindly and patiently. Suppose 
a household with many children. Some are good, some bad, 
some very bad. Yet the parents treat them all alike, The 
boy who steals, the girl who lies, neither of whom show any 
sorrow for their evil deeds, are smiled upon, caressed, rewarded, 
just like the other children who are honest, truthful, obedient. 
No punishment is ever dealt out even for the most flagrant 
transgressions. What sort of a household would that be? 
Would you like to be a member of such a family? Again, 
suppose a community in which there were no laws against 
murder, theft, adultery, drunkenness, but where all were 
treated alike. Honest men have no preference, but thieves 
are elected to office, and evil-doers of every kind go unpun- 
ished. Would you like to live in any such community? Do 
we not all feel rightly that lying children and wicked men 
must be punished? Is it not wrong not to punish evil-doers? 
Well, just so it is in the government of God, If men 
reject the right and do the wrong, it would be wrong of 
God to pardon them, unless they repent. Heaven would 
not be heaven any more, were God to admit unrepentant 
sinners there, All restraint would be removed from evil- 
doers, and they would swiftly wax worse and worse, 

Take again the case of the family above alluded to, In 
case the father warns his children of the punishment that 
will follow lying, stealing, quarreling, is he cruel because of 
this warning? Does he not warn them so as to prevent their 
falling into sin, and thus incurring the penalty? . And if with 
these warnings he couples promises of reward in case they 
behave right, can any but a perverted mind charge the father 
with needless sternness? Why, then, should men think 
that Jesus was too stern when, in love, he plainly warned 
men to flee from the wrath to come? And when his warn- 
ings are coupled with words of gentleness such as never man 
spake, who but a hardened sinner, or a careless person, can 
charge him with cruelty? The lighthouse warns, and men 
are glad. The fog-horn warns, and men heed it. The phy- 
sician warns, and men thank him. The mountaineer guide 
warns, and the traveler obeys. Christ warns, and men turn 
against him, and call him evil names! Is not this a proof of 
the ruin sin has wrought in men’s hearts? 

Ask now, Who has a better right to warn us of the conse- 
quences of our sin? Did not Jesus die on the cruel cross to 
save us? Is not this by itself proof enough that he loves us? 
And does love ever warn needlessly? Satan is a liar, and 
when he says, “ Ye shall not surely die,” we may be sure that 
he lies. And if he lies, then Jesus must be telling the truth 
when he utters the counter-statement. In the face of all that 
many modern teachers say of the cruelty of eternal punish- 
ment, we put, not the words alone, but the words and deeds 
of Jesus combined. He warns of woe, and to save from woe 
he gives up his life. The deed seals the word, and assures us 
of his truthfulness, The love that speaks from the cross, 
speaks also in solemn tones of warning. 

Should any scholar say, “I do not want to be frightened 
into becoming a Christian,” then let the teacher point him to 
the last two verses of the lesson. Here is no warning, but 
the kindest, gentlest invitation. Could anything be sweeter 
than these words? Rest, for ell who are in perpetual unrest. 
Rest, not earned and dearly paid for, but to be received as a 
free gift. The poor heathen goes on pilgrimages, flagellates 
himself, hungers, thirsts, in order to earn this rest. The 
world blindly seeks for it on every side, hut never gains it. 
But here it is offered as God’s gift to any one willing to—to 
—what? To go to Jesus forit. Sinful hearts that want to 
obtain rest in their own way will never get it. Proud hearts 
that scorn the gift, and think of meriting it, will forever go 
without it. But longing, humble hearts who want it, and are 
waiting with outstretched hands to receive it, they may have 
it, even before this school session comes toaclose. You need 
not be frightened into the kingdom; you may enter it as an 
invited and willing guest. But he who disregards the invi- 
tation, and hardens his neck against the warning, shall perish. 
If this be not so, then Jesus will prove to have been a liar, 





‘HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


What is our golden text to-day? Jesus used every way to 
make men accept of his mercy ; he invited them to come to 
him, he called them to follow, he spoke words of love, and yet 
many did not hear nor heed his words. He did works of 
mercy, healed the sick, drove away pain, raised the dead, to 
teach that he would cure the dreadful disease of sin and give 
their souls eternal life. Would you suppose everybody would 
love such a merciful Saviour? Did all who saw his miracles 
believe in him? Does everybody now truly love him and be- 





lieve in him as his or her Saviour? In what town did Jesus 
live when hewasaboy growingup? In that very place many 
people did not believe he was the Christ. When he preached 
in their synagogues they said: “Is not this the carpenter, the 
son of Mary?” Jesus marvelled, wondered, at their unbelief. 
He went away from them, and “did not many mighty works 
there, because of their unbelief.” 

He Reproved.—Jesus was full of love, but he was just, and 
could say severe words to reprove sin. There are many words 
of reproof in the Bible; does not your mother reprove or cor- 
rect you when you have done wrong? It is her love which 
makes her reprove you to make you better. So it is love in 
every verse in all the Bible which tells of sin, and warns the 
wicked to turn from sin and turn to God. Does not your 
mother sometimes tell you that, if you do not obey, she will 
have to punish you? And if you do disobey, and do what is 
forbidden, is it not just and right for her to punish as she told 
you she woald do? Sothe word of God reproves, shows what 
is sinful, warns against sin, and promises that God will punish. 
We sometimes call those words the threatenings of the Bible. 
So Jesus sometimes spoke; he was faithful, he was true, he 
was just; telling plainly of punishment, he thregtened or re- 
proved the people who would not believe nor repent. He 
said “ Woe unto you,”—did he mean to say “I am angry with 
you, and I willsend trouble upon you”? Oh, no! Jesus was 
full of pity for them, grieved to tell that trouble would come 
to them because of their wickedness, It was true, then, as it 
always was and always will be, that sin brings sorrow. They 
would not repent even when the Saviour himself preached to 
them, and he knew the distress and trouble their sins would 
bring. He reproved the people of some of the towns near the 
shore of the Seaof Galilee. He said to those Jews, that, if the 
works they had seen had been done in some Gentile cities, they 
would have listened to all he said, would have repented of 
their sins, and put on robes of sackcloth, and ashes on their 
heads, as a sign of their sorrow. Then he spoke a dreadful 
threatening to them, that in the day of judgment it shall 
be better for them who have not been so taught than it will 
be for you. Does the Lord expect as much from a little 
heathen child who has not heard of Jesus, as from you who 
cannot remember when you were first taught to pray? What 
place was called Jesus’ own city? Hedid more miracles in 
Capernaum than in any other city, and yet so few of the peo- 
ple believed in him that he reminded them of the wicked city 
of Sodom. That was the city which Abraham prayed for, where 
his nephew Lot lived. How was Sodom destroyed? Jesus 
told the people of Capernaum that if such works as they had - 
seen had been done in Sodom, it would never have been so 
destroyed. Jesus talked to them of the day of judgment; for 
he said the sinners from lost Sodom will not be so punished 
as the people of Capernaum who saw and heard the Son of God. 

He Gave Thanks.—Were there not some who truly loved 
Jesus? Jesus loved to speak to his Father, to pray, and to give 
thanks. Do not forget that now in heaven he is doing the same; 
he speaks to his Father of and for his friends, and gives thanks 
for every true heart that turns to him. The sanie lips which 
had spoken woes upon sinners spoke words of thanks for the 
saved ones (v. 25). Did he mean only little children when 
he said “ revealed unto babes”? He taught that noone could 
enter the kingdom of heaven except those who would become 
as a little child. He meant all who had a child-like spirit, 
willing to be led, taught, who would believe him as a little 
child trusts in the word of a loving father or mother. What 
did he promise to the “ poor in spirit” ? to “the meek”? to 
“the pure in heart”? Are you thankful to know that the 
Father in heaven, and Jesus his Son, with power over all 
worlds, Lord of heaven and earth, will delight over each one 
who will trust in him? Many kings and rulers, the grand 
and great whom the world called wise, turned from Jesus and 
turned against him; but in many homes of Galilee were hearts 
that loved him and souls that were saved. 

He Called.—Jesus never ceased to call men to come to him 
with loving voice and winning words, for he came to seek and 
to save. In our golden text you can hear his tones of loving 
pity to all the tired ones, the anxious, the sorrowful, those 
who have so much care to carry that they feel bowed down 
like an overloaded beast of burden; to all who are sorry for 
sin, who grieve over days or years of wickedness, he calls, 
“Come unto me.” See what he promises; nothing you can 
buy, nothing you can earn by good works, for he says “ Come, 
and I will give you rest.” Lest any should wander away, he 
offers a yoke,—“ Take my yoke upon you.” A yoke means 
service, obedience, to go with him as he directs. A yoke is 
never for ane alone, it is to be yoked side by side with another. 
Christ’s yoke is to be worn with him, to be kept close to him, 
to be a worker with and for him. “Learn of me,” he says, 
“T am meek and lowly in heart.” It is not a hard service, for 
he says, “ Ye shall find rest unto your souls.” Are there any 
other yokes ever worn? Satan has a strong, heavy yoke that 
all who serve him have to wear; all who sin are his servants, 
bound to a cruel master. In ofMen times, when an army had 
been conquered in war, the general who won the battle had 
two of his officers stand and touch the end of their swords or 
spears together, and then make the conquered soldiers, one by 
one, bend low and pass under; that was to show that they 
were slaves, and that their lives and service belonged to the 
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conqueror. So Satan loves to win and to rule. But Jesus 
says, “ My yoke is easy, and my burden islight.” Could it be 
heavy with Jesus to bear-it with you? Do you know the best 
time to answer this call of Jesus? The wisest way is tocome 
to him and take his yoke before Satan claims you; and before 
the troubles and cares of life have made you weary and heavy- 
laden. Nothing can make childhood so happy as the love of 
Jesus, and no heart can be so joyful as the one which is given 
to the loving Saviour, who never forgets that he was once a 
child upon earth. 





ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS. 
BY PROFESSOR DR. ISAAC H., HALL. 


REPENTANCE IN SACKCLOTH AND AsHES.—The sackcloth 
and ashes may be better illustrated from the Old Testament 
than from any modern general Oriental customs. Yet the 
sackcloth (but more frequently hair-cloth, like that of the 
Arab tents) is to be seen as a sign of mourning or repentance. 
Ashes, too, are sprinkled on the head, sometimes on the bare 
head, or on the hair; but I have seen it sprinkled on the 
cloth covering of a woman’s head, as she sat bewailing the 
dead out of doors. Ashes, previously wet, were daubed over 
the face also. This was in Cyprus, in a hill-side cemetery, 
where the dead were buried so near the surface that portions 
of the garments of the uncoflined dead protruded above the 
ground. But just before the war between the Persian king 
Kawad and the later Roman Empire, in the year 498, on the 
occasion of a violent earthquake, which is graphically de- 
scribed in the Chronicle of Joshua the Stylite, when there 
was gathered from all quarters a great crowd of men, women, 
and children, near a church in Edessa, on the (annual) festi- 
val of the martyrs, there were terrible flashes of lightning 
and violent peals of thunder, and all the people fled to the 
church, “to seek refuge with the bones of the saints,” which 
passed for another kind of repentance in ashes. But on this 
occasion, “ whilst they were in great fear, and were engaged 
in prayer and service at midnight, the church fell in [by an 
earthquake] and crushed beneath it the greater part of the 
people.” Another sort of repentance in sackcloth and ashes 
is described in the same chronicle as occurring in the year 
500. In this case, the sun and moon were darkened, and it 
“seemed as if ashes or sulphur had been sprinkled on the 
ground.” At the instance of the clergy, the people had a 


service of repentance, acknowledging the righteousness of*}' 


God’s judgment. “ By the order of our father the bishop, 
Mar Peter, public prayers were offered, and every one be- 
sought mercy from God, He took all the clergy and all the 
members of religious orders, both men and women, and they 
traversed all the streets of the city, carrying crosses, with 
psalms and hymns, clad in black garments of humiliation. 
All the convents, too, in our district, kept up continual ser- 
vices with great diligence; and so, by the prayers of all 
the holy ones, the light of the sun was restored to its place, 
and we were a little cheered.” Another picture for the 
general public is presented in Ephrém Syrus’ “ Repentance 
of Nineveh,” which is full of illustrations suited to the text 
of our lesson. For us, a few lines must suffice. | Ft was written 
in the fourth century. At the preaching of Jonah: 
“ Kings heard him and were humbled, 

They threw away their crowns and became lowly; 

Noble men listened and were filled with consternation. 

Instead of robes they clothed themselves with sackcloth, 


At the voice of Jonah honorable women 
Brought down their pride in sackcloth, 


Old men sprinkled themselves with ashes ; 
Aged women plucked and threw away 
Their grey hairs, which were their honor. 


The children inquired, while weeping, 

Of their fathers, in the midst of their tears: 
* Recount to us, O parents, 

How many days yet remain 

From the time which that hebrew preacher 
Hath determined for us; 

And what hour he hath indicated 

When we shall go down below to Sheol; 
And in what day will it be 

That this fair city shall be destroyed?’” 


Ephrém’s poem may be read in an English translation by 
the late Rev. Henry Burgess, which is to be found, probably, 
in many of our better libraries; though the book is now out 
of print, and has to be picked up when and where it can. It 
is clear that Ephrém, like most, if not all, the early fathers, 
understood the going down of a city to Sheol (or Hades) as 
being its fall to utter ruin. Either the germ or the offshoot 
of Ephrém’s thought about the sackcloth and ashes, as well 
as the later Jewish custom, may be seen described in Mishna, 
Ta‘aneeth II, 1. Ashes are strewn on the ark, which is 
brought out into the street; the chief persons of the syna- 
gogue strew ashes on their heads; and there is a regular 
service, 


BY JACOB MAYER, PH.D. 


DELIVERANCE FROM THE BURDEN OF THE RABBINICAL 
Law.—Israel was weary, and it fainted under the burden- 





some duties which the scribes and Pharisees, as expositors of 
the law, imposed upon the people; yea, the people were car- 
ried about in perplexity of mind (Matt. 9: 36) by the various 
and strange doctrines propounded by the different sects of 
those times. That the Pharisees were “binding heavy bur- 
dens, and grievous to be borne, and laid them on men’s 
shoulders” (Matt. 23: 4; Luke 11: 46), is corroborated by 
what R. Chananyah ben Aqashyah, one of the rabbis of the 
Talmud, said; namely, “The Holy One, blessed be he, being 
pleased to make Israel worthy of enjoying happiness, he 
therefore increased unto them the law and the precepts (see 
Aboth, close of every chapter).” Of course, the multiplica- 
tion of these precepts had, according to the teachings of the 
rabbis, a divine origin, and every Israelite was bound under 
this authority ; and precepts were added to precepts, and the 
poor people “labored and were heavy laden” from early in 
the morning till late in the night, and they had no “ rest.” 
So it was under the earlier, the first rabbins (reeshoneem), 80 
it continued under the later rabbins (acharoneem) up to the 
fifteenth century, and the precepts (mitswoth) became so numer- 
ous that hardly a movement could be made independent and 
free from such a binding and directing ceremonial law. The 
“radically reformed Hebrews” of to-day have abolished them 
altogether; the “moderate reformers” dropped some and 
retained others; the “enlightened orthodox” distinguish be- 
tween the “important and less important ones;” and the 
“strictly orthodox Israelites” (in Russia, Poland, etc.) “are 
as careful of the observance of a light precept as of an im- 
portant one, for ‘thou knowest not the reward set on the 
execution of the precepts’” (Aboth 2:1). This prospect of 
a reward, even for the execution of a minor precept, self- 
evidently helped some to bear their burden with comparative 
ease, while others, especially under the rigorous and severe 
government of the rabbins, suffered and sighed and fainted 
under the burdensome weight of the numerous statutes and 
ordinances imposed upon them, and they looked about for 
deliverance. from this rabbinical yoke by the hand of one 
who was able to give them rest. With due reference to which 
condition, and deliverance therefrom, we may quote from the 
Midrash on Ecclesiastes; (folio 365 c, ed. Wilmersdorff) as 
follows: “The Torah which man learns in this world is vain 
in face of the Torah of the Messiah.” 


BY THE REV. EZRA ISAAC, 


“BECAUSE THEY REPENTED NoT.”—True repentance is of 
such a vast importance to the children of Abraham, that even 
the most sacred fast of theday of atonement could avail noth- 
ing without it. On the eve of that great day, and ere he 
enters on its solemnities, each worshiper is enjoined to add to 
the regular prayers this special petition: “May it please thee, 
O Lord our God, and the God of our fathers, that thou wilt put 
forth a decree from under thy glorious throne, to cause to 
repent with a complete repentance all the transgressors in 
Israel, and amongst them cause me (A. son of B.) to repent; 
because thy right hand is always stretched forth to receive 
penitents.” Without repentance, no pious Israelite expects to 
enter the kingdom of heaven; and an impenitent soul is con- 
sidered in the lowest condition possible. 

“TakE My YOKE UPON You.”—According to the rabbis, 
the children of God should choose to bear the easy yoke of 
the divine Law, lest they would have to bear the heavier 
yokes of tyrants and of a deceptive world. Says Rabbi 
Nechunia, son of Kenna: “ Every one who receives the yoke 
of the law, is set free from the yoke of the kingdom [of the 
world], and the yoke of the customs of the world. But every 
one who discards the yoke of the law, shall have put upon 
him the yoke of the kingdom [of the world], and the yoke of 
the customs of the world” (Aboth 3:5). Even the angelic 
hosts before the throne of God havea yoketobear. Says the 
daily morning prayer of the synagogue: “ All his ministers, 
standing in the highest ... receive upon themselves the yoke 
of the kingdom of heaven one from the other; and giving per- 
mission in love one to the other, they glorify their Maker. 
With one voice they answer in trembling, and say in fear: 
‘Holy, holy, holy, Lord of hosts; the fulli:ess of the whole 
earth is his glory’ And the wheels, and the holy living 
creatures, with a great rushing noise, lift themselves, and 
answer: ‘Blessed be the glory ef the Lord from his place’” 
(comp. Isa. 6 and Ezek. 3). 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE, 


In what city did Jesus work his first miracle? Where 
was the home of his childhood? Did he, or did he not, ever 
work any miracles there? (Mark 6: 1-6.) Why was Caper- 
naum selected as the scene of most of his mighty works? 
(Matt. 4: 13-16.) Where wasit located? What reason have 
we for believing that he would have left the city had he not 
met many there beside the resident population? Where were 
Chorazin and Bethsaida located? What was the design and 
effect of the first miracle? (John 2:11.) Name the seven 
miracles on record performed in Capernaum. Name others 
probably performed there. What were all his miracles 
dedigned te accomplish? (v. 20.) What was thers in a mira- 





cle calculated to bring about penitence of heart? How were 
Moses’ miracles calculated to affect God’s people? (Exod. 4: 
1-5.) How were his miracles calculated to affect Pharaoh? 
(Exod. 9: 27; 10: 16,17.) Is the heart left better or worse 
that stifles the convictions of conscience? What two results 
may every miracle produce? Did Jesus’ miracles serve the 
same purpose as Moses’, or a different one? Why is it 
impossible for man to estimate the relative guilt of cities? 
(v. 21.) 

What was the condition of Tyre and Sidon at this date? 
What prophets had spoken against them? Why were they 
destroyed? (Ezek. 26: 2; 28: 1-7.) How shall the exact 
measure of each city’s guilt be finally revealed? (v. 22.) 
Was Capernaum, or Jerusalem, the most guilty city of Jesus’ 
day? (v. 23; 23: 37.) What ancient city compared favorably 
with the former? (v. 24.) How should we feel in view of the 
fact that spiritual wisdom is a gift, and not the reward of 
mental acumen? (vs. 25,26.) What attributes of the Father 
are regarded in this prayer of thanksgiving? How is it possi- 
ble for God to reveal himself to fallen man (vy. 27; John 1: 
14,18.) Who only can obtain true rest of soul? (v. 28.) 
How only can this rest be obtained? (v.29.) What is the 
symbolic significance of a yoke? What qualities of heart 
will they who learn of Jesus exhibit? How can service 
result in rest of soul? (v. 30.) 


BY EUGENE TAPPAN. 

Teachers? Questions.—1. Why did Jesus upbraid three cities? 
2. What had Jesus done for thosecities? 3. Name the cities. 
4. Why is sin against the gospel so great? 5. In what 
spirit did Jesus reproach the cities? 6. Describe Capernaum, 
then, and now. 7. Point out the severity of Jesus’ judgment 
on Capernaum. 8. Why is Capernaum separately blamed? 
9. What is the force of “but”? 10, Explain repentance “in 
sackcloth and ashes.” 11. Define “tolerable.” 12. In what 
sense is “the land of Sodom” used? 13. How does Jesus 
addressthe Father? 14. State the exact thing for which Jesus 
gave thanks. 15. Whowere the babes, and who were the wise 
and prudent? 16. Why should we approve what seems good 
in God’ssight? 17. Whatdoes “of” mean, in “delivered unto 
meof my Father”? 18. Whoknowsthe Father? 19. In what 
way does Jestis show us the Father? 20. Repeat the last 
three verses of the lesson. 21. Whatisthe charm in the word 
“come”? 22. How does Jesus give relief? 23. Contrast the 
yoke of sin and the yoke of Christ. 24. How do we learn of 
Jesus? 25. Why should we try tobe meek and lowly in heart? 
26. How varied are the words of Jesus in this lesson? 

Superintendent’s Questions.—1. What three Jewish cities 
would not learn of Jesus? 2. What three Gentile cities 
were less wicked thanthey? 3. What does Jesus say to those 
that labor and are heavy-laden? 4. Why should we take 


Jesus’ yoke and learn of him? 5. What does Jesus say of 


his yoke and his burden? 


“ 


QUESTIONS FOR THE SUPERINTENDENT. 
BY BENSON VAN VLIET. 


1. Then began... wherein most ... because... (give me 
another word for “upbraid”), 2. Against what two cities were 
woes pronounced? 3. What two heathen cities were Chora- 
zin and Bethsaida named with? 4. In what ways had Caper- 
naum been exalted? 5. And yet it would be more tolerable in 
the day of judgment for what land—and why? 6. Welearn, 
then, that all are tobe judged by their—what? 7. What invi- 
tation in the lesson gives every one a blessed opportunity? 8. 
In the lesson there is still another opportunity offered—what 
is it? 9. What is the best use to make of a good opportunity ? 
10. When is the best time? 








BLACKBOARD HINTS. 





COME UNTO ME, 


THE SERVICE. 
LEARNING. 
WORKING. MEEK. 
SUFFERING, LOVING, 


I WILL GIVE YOU REST. 


THe MASTER. 
LOWLY. 








JESUS SAYS: 


REPENT OF SIN, AND 
EscaPE WOE, 

S ERVE ME LOVINGLY. 
T RUST ME FULLY. 


COME, 














HINTS FOR LESSON-HYMNS, 


“ When thou my righteous Judge shall come.” 
“ Come, weary souls with sins oppressed,” 

“ Come, says Jesus’ sacred voice,” — 

“ Come, for the feast is spread.” 

“ Whosoever will.” 

“Tt is well with my soul.” 

“J heard the voice of Jesus say.” 








———— 


. 
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BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


— ° 


APOLOGIA AD HEBRZOS.* 


Works on the Epistle to the Hebrews are numerous 
enough; probably thirty thousand have been written and 
published. It is doubtful whether any large proportion of 
them can be as useless as one recently given to the public 
by the Messrs. Clark of Edinburgh. The author hides 
himself under the pseudonym “ Zenas,” and is therefore 
presumably a lawyer (comp. Titus 8:18); but by what 
laws of evidence he is guided in his treatment of biblical 
questions it is difficult to determine. Confessing in his 
Introduction that he was “ unable to bring in aid of the 
execution of” his “ task trained scholarship or abundant 
information,” he proves the truth of his confession on 
wellnigh every page. The préblems he assays to dis- 
cuss require trained scholarship for their elucidation. 
Yet this author adds to the difficult questions properly 
pertaining to the anonymous Epistle a hundred others, 
on which he utters opinions without warrant of fact (in 
many cases) to sustain his judgment. 

The design of the work was to comment on the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, to defend the Pauline authorship, to 
deny a second Roman imprisonment of Paul, and inci- 
dentally to give an outline of the life of that apostle, 
More particularly, the destination of the Epistle was to 
be shown as primarily for “the churches of the Philip- 
pians.” 

All this is a proper matter for historical discussion: 
But it must be discussed in a proper manner. The 
author commits the grave blunder of attempting to do 
more than all this. He virtually seeks to reconstruct the 
apostolic history, and even the chronology of our Lord’s 
life. He makes the ministry of Jesus cover nearly seven 
years. At the very outset (p. 10) he gives a table of 
dates, which shows that he does not know how to com- 
pare the Roman and Dionysian eras. In dealing with 
such matters, accuracy is the first requisite. But mysti- 
cal parallelisms of numbers have more weight with 
“ Zenas” than historical fact. It is difficult to give an 
outline of the method of the author, since his fancy has 
played havoc with the arrangement of his matter as well 
as with the accuracy of detail. Suffice it to say that he 
manages to touch upon a thousand controverted points, 
not of doctrine, but of history and exegesis, and in his 
own peculiar order. 

Inf dealing with these questions, where the sacred text 
does not suit his theory, he makes conjectural emenda- 
tions of the Greek. Sometimes he renders the words 
contrary to all grammatical and lexical propriety. By 
such a process he subverts, apparently to his own satis- 
faction, some of the best established views respecting the 
order of events in the life of Paul. As a commentator, 
—for the volume has in it something like a commentary 
on the Epistle to the Hebrews,—Zenas is as daring as he 
is ‘devout, as inaccurate as he is orthodox. Conceits of 
etymology, mystical fancies, typical conjectures,—these 
are the chief variations from a commonplace comment on 
the great Epistle. 

Just before the closing résumé the author inserts a 
chapter on the Magdalene Mary, which fairly illustrates 
his methods. He identifies this Mary with the sister of 
Martha, with the woman who was a sinner, misinter- 
prets the name Magdalene, invents other points to fit 
her case, thinks Ananias of Damascus was her husband, 
and that she was concerned in letting Paul down from 
the walls of that city, etc. 

That the author enjoyed preparing this work is evi- 
dent; that he meant to do good by publishing, is 
quite as clear. But on topics as important as these, 
it is not wise to express opinions to the public with- 
out accurate knowledge. Such a book may mislead 
many who have even less knowledge than this author. 
Zenas manifestly loves the cause of Christ; but it does 
not help that cause to deal with its historical basis in the 
method he has adopted. False interpretations cannot 
stistain the truth; conjecture has no room in textual 
criticism; historical questions must be determined by 
well-established laws of evidence. A lawyer, as Zenas 
presumably is, ought to know all this, however little he 
has of biblical scholarship. 





After a delay which indicates careful preparation, the 
Memoir of Ralph Waldo Emerson by James Elliot Cabot, 
has appeared in two handsome volumes. Mr. Cabot, it 
will be rememberéd, was Emerson’s friend and chosen 
literary executor, under whose care have already been 


—_——— 


* Apologia ad Hebrxos. The Epistle (and Gospel) to the Hebrews. 
By. Zenas. ee. inches, By xviii, 493. New York: Scribner and 
elford, burgh: T. & T, Clark, 





published two volumes of miscellany uncollected in 
Emerson’s lifetime, His reputation as a student of phi- 
losophy does not exterid beyond certain circles in Boston 
and Cambridge, but his work as editor and biographer 
shows that he is evidently a person of tact and thought- 
fulness. The present memoir is, in some respects, a 
curious work, It is written in a plain style, that can be 
called neither dry nor interesting. Mr. Cabot’s task, as 
modestly estimated by himself, has been to collect and 
arrange such of Emerson’s own letters and notes as 
seemed suitable for publication, merely adding such 
words of his own as might be necessary to connect and 
explain the original data. Yet the book is a memoir, 
and not an autobiography, It traverses ground already 
familiar, and covered of late by the brilliant biography 
of Emerson prepared by Dr. Holmes. Mr. Cabot is 
almost entirely destitute of Holmes’s brilliancy, and the 
qualities of picturesqueness, humor, and rhetorical force 
are lacking in his pages. Clearness is their most mani- 
fest merit, and is never absent, while the orderly colla- 
tion of material is all that could be asked. The author 
surveys, of course, the whole field and story of Emerson’s 
life-work, and relies very little upon previous writers or 
niaterial already printed. The manuscript sources at his 
command have been so large that they are by no means 
exhausted even now. In these days of hurried “biogra- 
phies ” of authors lately dead, the writers of which are 
chiefly anxious to collect padding enough to make a book, 
Mr. Cabot’s restraint is welcome. The question naturally 
arises, What new things are stated concerning Emerson, 
and what fresh light is thrown upon his character and 
career? Notall the fresh elements in the biography can 
be stated here; but a few demand mention, even in a 
brief review. In the first place, no such orderly and 
complete statement of his religious opinions, utterances, 
and acts has ever been made. From his books, of course, 
we learn his ever-present ideas of intellectual indepen- 
dence, the spiritual in nature and life, and the ethics of 
high optimism. But his attitude toward Christianity and 
the churches, and Unitarianism in. particular, has never 
been shown so clearly as by Mr. Cabot. The statement 
that Emerson, in later life, abandoned his position of 
aloofness, is clearly refuted ; yet Mr. Cabot shows us how 
the element of reverence, and the belief in the utility of 
established or existing religious institutions, reappeared 
in Emerson’s old age. As to his general religious posi- 
tion, there need be no vagueness whatever. He is not 
to be counted as a defender of the Trinitarian faith, of 
the supremacy of Christ, or of the permanence of Chris- 
tianity as the final world-religion; but in the struggle 
between theism and atheism, spiritualism and material- 
ism, optimism and pessimism, he is a fellow-fighter at 
the right hand of the leaders of the American churches. 
Of less importance, but of no little interest, are Mr. 
Cabot’s accounts of Emerson’s constant habits of reti- 
cence, careful speech, and serene self-regulation. His 
narrow financial circumstances, through the most of his 
life, are made newly apparent; and the author also tells 
us that Emerson’s mental decay began to be manifest at 
a much earlier date than that which the public has gen- 
erally known. On the vexed question of Emerson’s 
final opinion of Whitman,—a question of importance 
solely because of the weight of Emerson’s name,—nothing 
is said. The frontispiece of the first volume is an en- 
graving, by Wilcox, ffom a reduction made by Dr. W. H. 
Rollins from the large photograph by Hawes of Boston, 
known to some of Emerson’s admirers. This engraving 
is admirably made, and will seem the best portrait in 
existence to those who have never seen the original. But 
one who owns the latter can hardly agree with Mr. Cabot 
that it is “here admirably reproduced,” for the repro- 
duction misses the expression of the original, which may 
be called, without serious danger of contradiction, the 
best portrait ever made by photography. These volumes 
are handsomely printed and bound; but it is to be re- 
gretted, as in the similar case of the two-volume Life of 
Agassiz, that the eight hundred consecutively numbered 
pages, which are narrow and short, were not slightly in- 
creased in size and diminished in number, so that they 
might easily be brought within a single two-dollar vol- 
ume. (2 vols., 854 inches, cloth, pp. viii, 809. Boston: 
Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. Price, $3.50.) 


A smaller biography of the late Earl of Shaftesbury 
than that given in Mr. Edwin Hodder’s three octavo 
volumes was certainly desirable. The Seventh Earl of 
Shaftesbury, by Henry Frith, is very prettily issued in 
The World’s Workers series; and it gives some account, 
within no more than 128 pages, of the useful life-work of 
its eminent subject. Beyond this it deserves no praise; 
it is the work of a book-maker of moderate literary ability, 
and it fails to portray clearly Lord Shaftesbury’s relative 





rank among the forces of the century. (7X65 inches, 
cloth, pp. 128. London, Paris, New York, and Melbourne: 
Cassell & Oo.) 





LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 


As the years go by, it is becoming apparent to those 
interested in the folk-songs of America that Stephen O. 
Foster was more than an ephemeral writer of “ negro 
minstrel ” songs, and that his place among our true poeta 
is assured, however humble be his relative rank. Mere 
popularity as a melodist has been followed by the more 
limited recognition due to his genuine work as a lyrist 
and musical composer. Another sign of this fact is the 
appearance, this year, of The Swanee River and My Old 
Kentucky Home (Ticknor & Co.) as illustrated poems for 
holiday presentation. 


The “ Bacon-Shakespeare craze,” as the late Richard 
Grant White neatly called it, has broken out again, and 
is raging in proportion to the credulity of individuals 
and communities. One New York newspaper devotes 
fourteen closely packed columns to the latest Baconian 
plea, merely as a “send-off.” One word of advice may 
be given to readers who are tempted to waste time on 
the subject: Begin with Shakespeare himself, and read 
all the plays previously unread; then be able to say that 
Bacon’s Essays and Novum Organum have been mas 
tered at first hand; next read Grant White’s essay men- 
tioned above; finally, take up the standard literature of 
the Elizabethan age outside of Shakespeare and Bacon} 
and then, if time remains, undertake the perusal of the 
first of the Bacon-Shakespeare sensations: Delia Bacon’s 
Philosophy of Shakespeare’s Plays Unfolded. After 
this course of reading, further advice will be superfluous, 


Mr. E. O. Stedman has fitly chosen the “jubilee year” 
of the Queen’s reign as the time to proffer a new edition 
of his Victorian Poets, which first appeared in 1875; and 
the book has just been issued by Houghton, Mifflin, & Co.» 
in style uniform with that of the author’s Poets of Amer- 
ica. The additional pages (also printed for the most part 
in The Century for October) bring the critical estimate 
down to the present time. Many new names and books, 
some of which will never emerge from obscurity, are 
patiently considered by the faithful critic; and the later 
writings of the masters are thoughtfully reviewed. Mr, 
Stedman gives a higher place to Tennyson’s recent work 
than that assigned it by most reviewers; pays due tribute 
to Browning’s unfailing strength in age; very slightly 
moderates the praise previously bestowed upon Swin- 
burne; and, while recognizing the fertility of invention 
and the widely diffused achievement of later British 
singers, deplores the fact that so many of them are tink- 
ling little fynes on borrowed foreign instruments, while 
the nation’s life and thought are surrounded by impera- 
tive questions and broad opportunities. Of the future, 
beyond the immediate years, he hag no misgivings. 


That the primitive seat of the Aryan race lay some- 
where in Central Asia near the Oxus is by most readers, 
not to say students, regarded as a settled fact. And that 
view is indeed supported by a majority of advanced 
scholars. But destructive evidence is accumulating at 
least sufficiently to emphasize the right to regard the 
question an open one. It is nearly seventy years since 
Rhode, in his Die Heilige Sage des Zendvolkes, proposed 
the Asiatic theory; and it is more than twenty years 
since that theory was first openly attacked by Latham 
in his “Elements of Philology.” Latham contended 
that either the Lithu-Slavic peoples came from Asia or 
that the Asiatic Aryans must have come from Europe. 
He claimed that it was more reasonable to suppose that 
the species came from the region of the genus than the 
reverse. Latham placed the home of the Aryans in 
Podolia or Volhynia, The European hypothesis was 
soon adopted by Benfey and by Geiger, and has since 
obtained a following by Cuno and Fick, and by Schrader, 
who originally was a firm believer in the Asiatic hy- 
pothesis. Penka places the Aryan home in Scandinavia, 
And now Canon Isaac Taylor comes before the British 
Association at Manchester with a paper on “ The Primi- 
tive Seat of the Aryans.” From the anthropological as 
well as the linguistic point of view, Canon Taylor says 
that “the Finnic people come closest to the Aryans, and 
are the only existing family of mankind from which the 
Aryans could have been evolved. The Tchudic branch 
of the Finnic family approaches very nearly to what we 
must assume to have been the primitive Aryan type.” 
Canon Taylor’s paper has thus far been published only 
in abstract; its appearance in full is awaited with interest, 
and is promised shortly, 
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BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week, The 
reqular edition this week for subscribers is 
112,500 copies, exclusive of copies used either 
as samples or for the filling of three months’ trial 
subscriptions. Advertisers are free to examine 
the subscription list at any time, The advertis- 
ing rate is $1.00 per line, with discounts of 
from 5 per cent. on two insertions, to 50 per cent 
on an advertisement running a year. An adver- 
tiser agreeing to take a certain uniform amount 
of space (not less than three inches) in each is- 
sue for a year, or a uniform amount of space, 
weekly, for a shorter period, the whole to amount 
to not less than one thousand dollars, may have 
such a position in the paper, regularly, as he 
may choose, so far as it will not conflict with 
earlier contracts with other advertisers, nor with 
the Publisher's idea of the general make-wp of 
the advertising pages. All wdvertising, however, 
conditioned on an appearance upon the last page, 
will be charged an advance of twenty per cent 
upon the reqular rates, 


~ ‘What the Critics say of _ 
Crowell’s Illustrated Edition of 
Les Miserables. 


“This translation of Victor Hugo’s master- 
piece is the best one that has been made,”’— 

. Y. Observer. 

“Can hardly fail to be accepted by critical 
authorities as the permanent standard.”—Bos- 
ton Traveller, 

_ “Has been moor times translated into Eng- 
lish, but never had the work been done by so 
clever and faithful a translator as Miss 
good.” —Albany Press, 

“The most spirited rendering of Hugo’s 
masterpiece into English, and the illustrations 
and the letter-press, are just as deserving of 
praise.”— Phila, Press. 

“ The translation will no doubt supersede all 
others.” —Cin. Times-Star. 

“The publishers have made this book very 
attractive. They are to be commended not only 
for the edition before us, but more especially for 
@ popular edition which will make this great 
work accessible to a wider class of readers.”— 
Boston Advertiser. 

“ Deserves the highest praise.”— Nation. 


“ Miss Hapgood issympathetic. She becomes 
one with her author. Her rendering of ‘ Les 
Miserables’ has not been equalled. it will not 
be surpassed. The standard is here—is at- 
tained.””—National Republican. 


ASK YOUR BOOKSELLER FOR 
Crowell’s Illustrated Edition of 


LES MISERABLES. 


By Victor Hveo. Translated from the 
French by Isabel F. Hapgood. With 160 
full-page illustrations, printed on fine calen- 
dered paper, and bound in neat and attrac- 
tive style. 5 vols. Cloth, gilt top, $7.50; 
half calf, $15.00. Popular edition in one vol- 
ume, 12mo, $1.50. 


T. ¥. CROWELL & CO., 


___13 Astor Place, New York. _ 
BEST BOOKS FOR 


CHRISTIAN WORKERS. 


18ss. NOW READY. 1888s. 
On the Old and New Testament Lessons. 


DR. PENTECOST’S BIBLE STUDIES : 


The new Sunday-school Commentary for 1888, by 
GEORGE F, PENTECOST, D.D. 344 pages, 12mo. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.00, This will be found an 
, Invaluable help to the study of the lessons for 1888 
and besides has a permanent value toall who read 
it. Dr, Pentecost’s work as an evangelist has led 
him to closely study every portion of the Bible, 


On the New Testament. 


LYMAN ABBOTT ON MATTHEW : 


An Illustrated Commentary on Matthew for Chris- 
tian Workers. By LYMAN ABBOTT, D.D. 8vo, 
cloth. Price, $1.75. Study new, and for the first 
half of the year 1888, will be in Matthew. There 
ss no seer commentary for the Christian worker 
than this, 


For sale by booksellers generally, or sent, postpaid 
on receipt oF price, - ay. = 


A, §, BARNES & CO,, Publishers, 


111 and 113 William Street, New York. 
263 and 265 Wabash Avenue, Chicago. 


“FOR S. S. TEACHERS AND SCHOLARS. 
BIRTHDAY BOOKS, 


25 CENTS EACH, 
Send for catalogue and terms to agents to IBBOT- 
SON BROS., Richfield Springs, N. ¥ 


““OXFORD” 


Teachers’ Bibles. 
T. NELSON & SONS, 42 Bleecker St., N. Y. 


TRI AL TRIP. “ The Christian,” called by D. L. 

Moody, John B. Gough, and others, “ the best 
peers, in the country,” will be sent 3 months for 20cts, 
. L. Hastings, Bible House, 45 Cornhill, Boston, Mass. 


ap- 




















HE CENTURY MACAZINE. 


ITS PROGRAMME FOR 1887-8—A BRILLIANT YEAR. 
THE SIBERIAN PAPERS—“ LINCOLN IN THE WAR” — 
CIRCULATION A QUARTER OF A MILLION— 

THE NOVEMBER NUMBER. 


From its first issue in 1870 Tae Century has never ceased to grow,—to multiply its attractions, and to gather 
together the best that writers, artists, and engravers could furnish, and lay this, month by month, before a constantly 
increasing audience. A prominent newspaper has lately said of THz Century that “ it is doing more than any other 
private agency of to-day to teach the American people the true meaning of the words Nation and Democracy. It is a 
= magazine, and it is doing a great work.” Its average monthly edition is now nearly 250,000, many issues needing 
ully that number to supply the demand. 








The November Number 


is the first issue of the new volume. One of the great features of Tue Century for the past year (and one which has 
added thousands of readers) has been “ Abraham Lincoln: A History,” by his private secretaries, Messrs. Nicolay and 
Hay, a work upon which they have been engaged nearly twenty years. The events of Mr. Lincoln’s early life having 
been narrated,—his political conflicts, etc., the writers now enter upon a more important and personal part of their 


narrative, and begin 
‘“‘ Lincoln in the War.”’ 


The November Century contains “ The President-elect at i, with new material of rare interest, including 
unpublished letters from and to General Scott, W. H. Seward, Horace Greeley, and Thurlow Weed. 

After the “ War Series ” and the Lincoln History, the most important enterprise ever 
undertaken by Tur Century is the forthcoming series of illustrated paperson 


Siberia, and the Exile System, 


by George Kennan, author of Tent Life in Siberia, who has just returned from an arduous 
journey of 15,000 miles through Russia and Siberia, during which, by means of especially 
favorable letters from Russian officials and a knowledge of the language, he was enabled 
to visit every important prison in Siberia and to make the acquaintance of more than 300 
exiled liberals and “ Nihilists.” Graphic features of exile life, “ hunger strikes,” the traffic 
in names, the “ knock alphabet,” etc., etc., will be described, and the illustrations, by Mr. 
George A. Frost, who accompanied Mr. Kennan throughout his journey, will add interest 
to this remarkable series. It will begin with four preliminary papers on the Russian 
revolutionary movement, the first one of which, “The Last ‘Appeal’6f"the Russian Liber- 
als,” isin Noyember. New and striking facts are here told for the first time. 


Important Supplementary War Papers. 


November contains the last of the papers by distinguished generals,—*“ Grant’s Last 
Campaign,” and the surrender at Appomattox, by General Horace Porter, a vivid and 
touching description of this historic event. 

These War Papers have probably brought to Taz Century more readers than were ever attracted by one feature 
in the history of magazines. It was for this series that General Grant was first induced to write his reminiscences. 
number of supplementary papers, of a general and untechnical character, are to follow the “battle series,” to include a 

aper by Gen. Sherman on “The Grand Strategy of the War,” with narratives of personal adventure,—tunneling from 
Libby Prison,—the torpedo service, the. telegraph, etc., ete. The Lincoln History will contain much that is entirely new 
regarding the conduct of the Civil War. 


Fiction by Eggleston and Cable. 


Two important stories begin in this November number,—“ The Graysons, a Story of Illinois,” a novel y Poet: 3 
Eggleston, author of “The Hoosier Schoolmaster,” etc. ; and “ Au Large,” a three-part story of Acadian life, by George W. 
Cable, author of “Old Creole Days,” etc. Both are illustrated. In December will begin 


A Three-Part Story by Frank R. Stockton, 


entitled “The Dusantes,” by the author of “ Rudder Grange,” “The Hundredth Man,” etc., etc. There will be a great 
variety of short stories by the best authors, throughout the coming year, many of them illustrated. “A Little Dinner,” 
by William Henry Bishop, is in November. 


The Illustrated Features 


of the November Century include “The Home and Haunts of Washington,” with an interesting frontispiece portrait of 
Washington, never before engraved ; “ Augustus St. Gaudens,”—a paper descriptive of this distinguished sculptor’s work, 
beautifully illustrated with engravings, including a full-page picture of St. Gaudens’s new statue of Lincoln for Chicago; 
“Sugar-Making in Louisiana,” with 17 striking pictures by Kemble, etc., etc. 


Miscellaneous Features 


of the year just beginning will include occasional articles bearing upon the subjects treated in the current INTERNATIONAL 
SunpAy-scHoon LEssons, illustrated with reproductions of Mr. Edward L. Wilson’s interesting photographs; a series of 
papers on IRELAND, its Ethnology, Customs, Town Life, Literature, and Arts, by Charles DeKay, illustrated by J. W. 
Alexander ; papers by Theodore Boones, author of “ Hunting Trips of a Ranchman,” portraying the wild industries 
and sports of the Far West, illustrated by Frederick Remington ; further important papers dealing with the CoLoNIAL 
Perron, by Dr. Eggleston; Mrs. van Rensselaer’s papers on ENGLISH CATHEDRALS, With Mr. Pennell’s remarkable illus- 
trations; Dr. Buckley’s timely series on DREAMS, PRESENTIMENTS, SPIRITUALISM, etc., together with essays on Religious, 
Educational, Artistic, and other subjects of the day. Tar Century for the coming year will devote more space than 
usual to Musica SuBJEcTs. 

The Editorial Departments of Taz Cenrury, treating political, social, and household matters, giving literary and 
art criticism, and detailing the progress of thought and invention, have been a great element in its success. Here topics 
are discussed of vital interest in connection with the life of the nation. 
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THE CEentUuRY costs $4.00 a year, 35 cents a number,—twelve monthly numbers go 160 pages (and 150,000 words) with 


from fifty to one hundred pictures. Brctn with NovEMBER. All booksellers, newsdealers, and postmasters take subscriptions. 





A MARVEL 


of convenience. Thatis what the bes: 
isso) 


8S S. workers say of H. R. Cl ld’s 


5, 10, ISe, 


Pecket Lessoms for Sunday -schools, 





ectus, etc., with special offer of back numbers of the Lincoln history at 
ew York, 


Send for our illustrated catalogue, containing full pr 
@ low price, The Century Cu, 33 ast 17th Street, 
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A BOY WANTED— 

Or a girl, for that matter, in 
every Sunday-school, to take 
orders for the book « Teaching 
and Teachers,” at the new low 
prices. Show the book, and it 
will almost sell itself. Any wide- 
awake girl or boy can make 
money hee the holidays in this 
way, and at the same time have 
the thanks of those to whom they 
sell the book. Write at once 
for terms to 


Joun D, Wartrtiés, Publisher, 
1031 Walnut St. Phila, Pa. 


NEW CANDY ROX, 
A solid box made of heavy 
éart-board, with Slegatt 
designs melnted in seven 
colors On the fout sides 
and top. Fores new 
shape and d aigne wo 
bizes,madeto ho done half 
d one ound. Ptiees 
t75 100 bY 


. . .25 per 
Sa z exp Amy net prepaid, Sam- 
a3 Ie of each by mail, 12 ¢ts. 


mH rare slae the” 


OBELISK 


FOLDING CANDY ROX, with entire 
signs. fly a sizes—one he pty one ay and one 
pound. P: ices, 2 $2.75, and $3. 


not prepatd. mail, postpal, new, ed anh eas 
pet 100. Baraple of three 708, 16 ee tal ify 
imple boxes, 25 cetits. The 


CHRISTMAS STORY 


NeW Service of Scripture, Res 
te oe ng. 


00 per am- 
ple ré to sen mm r, aie rey 0 1.4 
mas Bulletin h of Holiday te; ba Ch 
0G. , 122 Nassau Bireet, Kew ee ork kk, 


JUST READY. 
BOOKS FOR CHRISTIAN WORKERS. 


Evangelistic Work in Principle and Practice 


By the Rev. ARTHUR T. PIERSON, D.D. 
i6mo,. eloth, $1.26, 


MODERN CITIES 
And Their Religious Problems. 


By the Rev. SAMUEL LANE LOOMIS. 
WITH AN INTRODUCTION 


By the Rev. JOSIAH STRONG, D.D. 
12mid, Cloth, $1.00, 








hew de- 


rm a ag 








Sent postpaid. on receipt of price, by 


THE BAKER & TAYLOR CO., Publishers, 
8 Bond Street, New York. 


The Story of the Nations. 


A series of histofical sttidies lanned to present 
in graphic narratives the stories of of th alferent 
nations that hate attained ie volume h_ history. 
Each story Bost ple in volume, fully illus- 
trated and beatitifally printed. Price, $1.50. The 
following subjects are - w read, 
The Story of Greecé, R he Jew 





Chalde 
Gétmatiy, Norway, Spain, ungary Carthage, The 
Satadens, at eave Al Spain, The pate: Per- 
and Ancient ypt Alexander 8 Empite, Assyria. 
be fol lowed b The Guths, Ireland, ete. 

% A Clear, fapid, and entertaining account of the 
peitieiyel ations of the ancient atid fthodern 
wotl ribiine, 


naan full descriptive list of the series sent on ap- 
_G. P, PUTNAM'S SONS, New York. 


THE RURAL NEW-YORKER 


portrays the most advanced ideas as to all 
“ ies connected with rural life in all parts 

the country by the best practical ‘write 
ora in the world. Original throughout 
600 illustrations yearly from natute—-82 
actés of experiment grounds, It will 
please évety member of the family. Fine 
Bre 16 large pages weekly, $2.00 4 year. 

—— free. 34 Park Row, N. ¥ 


~ LITTLE FOLKS’ PAPER. 











104 Besutitu be (gtr Pictures a Year. 
Printed in Aly téaéhef Of ah infant class 
cOLe sending us their namé, one ype 
; in class, can have this REET 
f poe for os toa enolate 
co yi 0) al upon 
Sprifention - ddre: po 
LITTLE YoLKs PAPER, Albany, To La 








RATED. The best, put 

est, brightést, cheap- 

est, pod most ateracive 
un, 

Bie w wil [he Be sent 10s 


trial, from July 
December, for 1s Cts. — meat 8,470, New York. 


Sanna 
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NOW IS THE TIME TO SUBSCRIBE. 












WEALTH of good reading for boys and girls 
will be found in the pages of Harrrr’s Youne 
Prortx. It contains the best serial and short 
stories, entertaining articles of an instructive 
character, papers on athletic sports and games, 
stirring poems, etc., contributed by the brightest 
and most famous writers. Its illustrations are 
numerous and excellent. Every line in the pa 
per is subjected to the most rigid editorial scrutiny in order that nothing 
harmful may enter its columns. Occasional supplements of special 
interést to parents and teachers will be a feature of the new volume. 
There oan be no better gift for a child than a subscription to a paper 
which, coming fifty-two times in the year, is a source of perpetual de- 
light to its recipient. Subscription, postpaid, $2 00. Remit by Post-office 
Money Order or Draft. A specimen copy sent free on application. 





NOTIOES FROM SOME LEADING RELIGIOUS PAPERS. 
A 1) hd helt the na girls usement,— 
or sihom i tte wert elton Chiatinn py avd nig ciiretinaa Ye a ely : 


A boy or girl can have no purér and 
’ delight and a treature tn thousands of | magazine as a weekly guest.~-{ndepen 
happy . —Evangelist, N. Y. N. Y. 


It entertains, instructs, and charme tte read- 
ere. Christian Intelligencer, NY, 


hier 
ent, 


We cannot commend tt too highly.—Obris- 
tian Union, N. Y. 


Harper’s Young People for 1887. Vol. VIII. 


viii, 844. With over 700 Tilnstrations. 4to, Ornamental Cloth, $3 50. 
Vols. V., VL, and VIL. $8 50 each. Vols. L, IL, ILL, and IV. out of 


print. Sent, postpaid, on sami of price. 





Pp. 





Pusnisted sy HARPER & BROTHERS, New Yore. _ 


, PROFESSOR FISHER'S GREAT WORK, = 
HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 


By Groner P. Fisuer, D.D., LL.D., Professor of ree a History in Yale 
University, 8vo, with numerous maps, $3. 








The Rev. R. s. STORRS, 0.D., says 3 
“TI ata surprised that the author bas beeti able to put such miullittides of facts, with analyses of 
opinions, definitions of tendenciés, aad concise pefsonal sketches, into a narrative at onee so graceful, 
graphic, and compact.” 
The Rev. PHILIP SCHAFF, D.D.: 


‘Professor Fishet has eompletely suéceeded in 
condensing the imthefhse mass of material of his 


_ Rev. WILLIAM TAYLOR, D.D.: 
he author has supplied eat want in this 


nota le book, and pes laid all busy men under 
subject into one Volume, and in pfodueing @ most | a deep and last! ng obligation. _1 anticipate 
= ae ae fot students which meets @ long- | great pieitate and much profit from its full 
e perusa 


%,* These books for sale by all bookséllers, or sent, postpaid, On Feceipt of price, by 


CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS, 743-745 Broadway, New York 
400 Choice Recitations and Readings 


boned in handsome lithograph papér cover, mailed to any addréss, postpald, for 30 cents in staripe, This book 
Contaliis the choicest gens for reading, and we guarantee satisfaction of will refund the money. Addfess 


J. 8S. OGILVIE & CO., Publishers, 57 Rose Street, New York. 


ial <8 ade 








We design, engrave, and stamp monograms or addresses on all writing 
paper bought of us. Send 10¢@, tor our sample book of elegant corres- 


Be roence Papel. cette a entei's SELL Con Me a ts for clubs 


riden, ¢ 
The ee nin besides giv- 


ing pleasure each in its yee are a help CHRISTMAS CARDS 
ldre 


to both parents and children. Baby- AT HALF-PRICE. 

land, 60 cents a year to Wide Awake, | see our offer in next week's paper, ot send to uS for 
$2.40: five of them, Samples of all |*creus 4.8.00mLVIE & Co, 
for 15 cents} any one for 5, D, Lothrop hlleeneantor serine Rest ncbn su 


GIANT WRONGS ARE ATTACKED 
Company, Boston. I Josiah Allet’s Wife's “Sweet Cicely” In & thost 
a _ tiasterly way. Oh almost gy | page the en gg od 
and tear std egeh other. s an ideal book for 
summer, unk & Wagtalls, New York, 


HOUGHTON, MI?'FLIN, & CO., 














If 80, we have Sorhe of the best 

Sunday-school books at great 

ly reduced oer ares —all of the 

ublishers, Write for our Cata- 
n 











jogue BORTON, ublish ‘whe Atlantic Monts ly, 
Sie vou mover: | LIBRARY || assuv‘otsuiem, tomatetiows whiter 





A 
0. R. NIVER Pub. Co.,} BOOKS? 


OTHER COOSE 


ven frogane.* Pelee By Mrs. J. McNair 


rice, 25 cents. It consists 
80) or oF Fhymes,w 
mouth, Ld feicoeey 


2 i ements ae beautiful nee flag io 


e NY. 








GOLDEN TEXT DESIGNS. 


Send for descriptive cifen lar and prices. 
WM. I. HART, JR., 242 Ch csthul St,, Phila. 


_y Ae ei ie tone AND TBACHERS.— 
you wan p your aay EE regular in 
eiendance, get By Le model Class Ca: 


gents Ber dospin. Seud stamp for sangio bo 4 


» Den ver, Colorado, 














—a 
EDUCATIONAL. 
NION TEACHERS’ AGENCY, 16 Astor 
Place, New York City, W.D. Kurr Secretary. 
ARDCEN’S See aeh BULLETIN 
AGENCY, Syracuse, N. Y., may be depended 
on to furnish s suitable ‘teachers, sand te to » inform no othérs. 


ByTorrnores, a boarding-school for girks, 
éthiehem, Pa, ET pPanes ror go! eges, Twea feth 
Year Opens Sept. 14. F, I. WALSH, Principal. 


mp. 2 Tadle nocanpus, Home School for 
dung ies, 403! Chestntit St. —_—on 
Pa. Firveenth year bégins Sepi. 22 


EVERY ONE STUDYING MUSIC 


Will get Valuable information free in the new Illus 
trated Calendar. Address E. TOURJER, Boston. 


A CADEMNY @ COLLEGE at DeLand, Fla, The 




















urpose of this Ifstittition is to give in the delight 
nl climateof Florida as thorough and liberal aneduca- 
ean be secured in sine vest New England nd, Bia, 
Send for catalogue to - FoRBES, Pres., DeLand, | 


0,000th COPY J JUS St ISSUED. 
200 Maa ual of Phones Benn Pitman 
and Jerome B. Howatd. A Wertent heit- Instructor 
in Phonetic Short- hand, Sold by booksellers, or 

__ The Phonographic Institute, Cincinnati, 0. oO. 


COLEMAN NATIONAL BUSE+ 
NESS COLLEGE, Newark, N. J. 
Cheapest and Best Course ria el 
ness Training ih the World. tr? 

refun 


tion guaranteed of mone 
‘OLEMAN, President, _ 


For talogne, etc addre 
WESLEYAN ACADEMY 


One of the half-dozen best Academic and Classical 
Schools in New England. The payment of $48 in 
Vance Will cover ordinary tuition, With board fot wit- 
ter jot, PS inning Dec. 7. d for catalogue to 

_ Rev i. STEELE, Principal. Wilbraham, Mas, 


~wr, BEACON ACADEMY 
' FISHKILL-ON-HUDSON, N.Y. 
Select Home School, 


ah J, FRED SMITH, A.M. 
Principal, 
















TT 
India Bmpurpled fot Ages In Sub« 
line Tradition ! Unveiled th ite 
Every Feature and Amusing Pe. 
Sattiahbrah has returned fro 
India with Gorgeous Royal a 
Brahmin Sacred Functions 
Countless Native Curios!! His Of 
ental entertainments this season ‘se 
Concert, Scenic Display, Jlluming& 
tions Impersonations, ard Instrue 


tlve zectures all in one. Subjectss 
‘Social Life in India,” “ Scenes in 
the Orient.” ORIENTAL BuRBAU, 


24 West vd Street, New York. 


BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL. 


icu 
THE Tek Ba WoRD N, 
a Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 


‘* STAMMERING,”’ 


STUTTHARING, and ali Defects on Speech 
Permanently Cured. 


For full information address E. 8. Johnston, Insti 
tute, 1ith & Spring Gatden Sts., Philadel shia, Ens 
dorset] by ‘hos, Cochtan, President of Guarantee 
Trust and Safe Deposit Company; Dr. D. F. Wo ods, 
1501 Spritce St; Josiah Leeds, 528 Walnut St.} John 
Wanamaker, City Hall Square; Henry W. Halliwell, 











Se ‘retary Board of Public Educ: ‘ation, hiladelphia, 
HH. WILSON, M.D., MRCS - (Eng), 1s 
Boylston St., Boston, Mass, rays: * Mre BK. 


A. 
Toor eh Py vai to me her method of OV EB- 
OME NG WEA ined tp NG, and shown me twe 
Sohenaten of her work. ° am more than prengee A 
commend her to the confidence of those sufferi 
7 les aGichion. ” For full particulars add 
. THORPE, Newton Centre, Mass, 


SULA UARTERLY, 


20 Centsa Year, Send for sample copy. 
Howard Gannett Pub, Co., Boston, — 











Lia ie t 


in lus Lavur are 60 and Aa KT 


talés are made with “little difficulty. 


a Washer on two weeks’ trial, on liberal terms, to a4 
returned at my expense it not satisf tory. Acepts 
een thee test.it for th pmsl ves. Don’t fail to write for 


terms and ill > circ: pee AS iat of —— 
D mates 


“CHRIST BEFORE ware ! 


Grandest Painting of Greatest Living Artist. Viewed 
by millions. Discussed 7 press more than any mod- 
aie. or original, John Wanamaker paid 

fi) Fen his Wanted forour magni Ve Photo. 
eng C Pais pelnting. Size, Heat 28, 1 religiotis 
people will buy. Ete Hingsare the ashion. Rent price, 
1.00. Send 25c. for sample picture and agents’ terms, 
MANHATTAN ART Co. 51 Lafayetre Place, New Y: ork, 


CHRISTMAS, 1887. 
GENTS WANTED for the new book MASTER. 
PIECES OF DORE. 80fineoriginai engravings, 
The book fora Chess gift. Sold only by agents, 
Sales Hnnion® xperience not necessary 


r 
D COMPANY (Linited), 2 
eSeaway, Ne New ity Ag t. Chitag 


40 Dearborn Street. Chicago. 
J__ 95 to $8 AOAY Baraagg 














older. Eve Jie 

ily buys them. Eampie and + Hol pri fist B by mall, 

i6e., in 2c, stam ps. Hasselbach, box 85: | Sandusky ,O, 

GEN wahted to canvass gg h nee © for. oo 

daily by energ etie patti “a A 7] 

i energetic parties. a es 

all rar feulars, dares nt. Wy. ple sipet and 

Publisher, 30 Bond ist, New Vor 





at SAMANTHA | : SARATOGA” 


wanted. Price, $2.50. HUBBARD BROS., Phila. or Kansas City. 


IBERAL SALARY fice “Sar ‘books ‘on new 
plan. Expetses paid to Philadelphia for 
Farlon. fend at once for particulars, JO 


WI & CO,, 1009 Arch Btreet, Philadeiphia, Ny 


Men afd women 

$5 to $10 A PL Qne agent 
“7 make from $5.00 to a day, n make 

Sooty day in the yea a Anoth «% ‘Took 80 orders in 

aboutthree days. ‘Terms free. J.H. Earle, Pub., Boston 

















@0OK AGENTS WAN TED.—Men and women, 

for John B. Gough’s * Piatform Echoes, ot Liv- 

ing Truths for Head and Heart, ”—his last and best 
book. $100 to $200a month. Send for circulars. Ad- 
dress A. D. WorrHineton & Co, Hartford, Cohm 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES ob apne weekly 
at the following rates, which include postage: 


ONE COPY, $2.00 a year. The same price 
for any number of copies less than five, 
subscriber, half price ($1.00). 

TO MINISTERS, Missionaries, and Theolo; 
dents, $1.00a year. To new subscribers, 


cents). 
CLUB RATES. 

When the teachers of a school unite in subscribing 
for a number of copies, they can have the paper at the 
following low rates: 

FIVE TO NINE COPIES, one year, $1.50 each for old 
subscribers, and half price (7% cents) for new. The 
total number of both old and new together to be not 
less than five, 


TEN TO NINETEEN COPIES, one year, $1.25 each for 

old subscribers, and half price (63 cents) for new, The 
total number of both old and new together to be not 
Jess than ten. 


TWENTY OR MORE COPIES, one year, $1.00 each for 
eld subscribers, and half price (50 cents) for new. The 
otal number of both old and new together to be not 
ess than twenty. 

If a school has had a club at one of the higher rates, 

nd wishes, upon*renewing, to form a larger one ata 

wer rate, it is of course free to do so. 

FOR SMALL SCHOOLS. By an equitable plan, the 
maller schools, which cannot well form large clubs, 
ave the benetit of the very lowest club rate. It pro- 

vides that when the entire force of teachers in any 
school is less than twenty, the club rate to such school 
Bhall be $1.00 each for old subscribers, and half price 
(580 cents) for new, on condition that the order for the 
pers be acc »ompanied by a statement that the num- 
be} of copies ordered in the club is not less than the 
full number of teachers in the school, This does not 
ean that every teacher must actually be a subscriber, 
ut that the number of copies ordered must not be 
less than the full number. of teachers. Persons who 
are not teachers may be asked to join the club, in or- 
der to secure the required number. Any number of 
eopies in excess of the required number may be sub- 
scribed for at the same time. Zeachers belonging to the 
same household may be counted as ONE in making such 
@ statement of the number of teachers ina school, For 
example: If there are seven teachers in a school, two 
of whom belong to one household, and three to an- 
other, the club subscription need not be for more than 
four copies, in order to secure the low rate. 

WHO ARE “‘ NEW” SUBSCRIBERS? By anew sub- 
acriber is meant one who has not teken the paper at 
ony time during the past two years. 

The melting of a subseriptien from one member of 
a household another in order to get the reduction 
offered to new subscribers is not allowable, although 
new additional subscriptions by or for other members 
of the household will be taken at the half rate. 


FREE COPIES TO CLUB ORGANIZERS. Any person 
forming a club of either grade (whether it is made up 
entirely of old subscribers, or of old and new together, 
or entirely of new subscribers at the half rate) is en- 
titled to an additional copy free, excepting in the case 
of any club for less than ten copies ee on the 
“Small School” plan (given above). When very large 
clubs are formed, the organizer hati be entitled to one 
additional copy, tree, for every twenty subscribed for. 

+ HOW CLUB PAPERS ARE MAILED. ‘The papers for 
a club will be sent either to the individual addresses of 
the members, or in a package to one address, accord- 
ing to the preference of subscribers. ‘The papers fora 
club should all go to one post-office, although in cases 
where a portion of the teachers of a school get their 
mail ma aoe from one post-office, and others in the 

me et theirs from another, the papers will 
sent tan ingly. 

Different schools are not to unite in the Sais eS 
club, but each school should have its own clu 
whatever price the number of copies taken entitles it, 
; —e name of the schodl should be mentioned in 

e orde 

Additions may be made at any time to a club—such 
miditional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as originally ordered, each subscriber 

ying pro rata for the time that he is to receive the 


Gubecribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state. 

If a club subscription is renewed by some other 
son than the one who sent the previous subscriptio 
such person will oblige the publisher be d stating that 
the club he subscribes for takes the place of the one 
formed last year by 

THE HALF-RATE PLAN has been adopted because 
of the belief that no more sndtcions advertising ou 
could be made than that fi megan lg a a sate, wet ofthe 

-entit. 
r one year only. 


gape. A new subscriber 

The paper will not be sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time paid for, unless by special request. The pa- 
pers for a club will invariably be discontinued at the 
expiration of the su iption. Renewals should 
therefore be made ear! 

Enough copies of any one tissue of the paper, to en- 
able all the teachers of a school to examine it, will be 
sent free, upon application. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Messrs, Hodder and Stoughton, 27 Paternoster Row, 
London, E, C., will receive yearly ant half- yearty sub- 
scriptions for ‘The Sunday Schoo! Times (th @ paper to 
be sent, postpaid, direct from Philadelphia to the sub- 
acribers) at the follow ing rates :— 





ir Copy 
‘o a new 


cal Stu- 
price ( 





From 1 to 4 copies, 10s. each, 
5to9 . 8 26d * 
10 copies and upwards, 7s.6d, “ 


To secure the above rates for five or more copies, the 
papers must be ordered at one time, and they will be 
sent either singly to the individual ‘addresses, orina 

ckage to one address, whichever may be preferred 

y the subscribers, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 


1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 
P. 0. B Box 1550, 





SEDGWICK STEEL WIRE FENCE, FENCE; 


35 e5ese= 
>< eseses 


Sees 
eseses: 
ese. s 
5-2 $-2S-2 
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ad 


The best Farm, Gaiden, Poultry Yard, Lawn 
School Lot, Park and Cemetery Fences and Gates. 
Perfect ‘Automatic Gate. Cheapest and Neatest, 
Tron Fences, Iron and wire Summer Houses, Lawn 
Furniture, and other wire work. Best Wire Stretch« 
erand Plier. Ask dealers in hardware, or address, 
SEDCWICK BROS.. RICHMOND, IND. 

EDWAKD SUTRON, Kasieru Agent, 
300 Market Pireet, PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 


~N YOUR ows 
\ Bone, eal, 
\ eee ‘shells, 
\ nitty (Fr. Wils 
i. “4 
$5ii HA AND MILL © Patent.) 
r cent. more made in 


=a NL 100 
Sooping Poul Alsc POWER MILLS and 
FARM FEED MILLS. Circulars andtestimonials 








yle’s 
earline 


Ccpccag 


AN 
WU 


ocular 
wilying 
a | rm, 










Tudent 
bople 
Urchase 
yle’s 
barline. 


BSS 
and 
blic 
TonoUNce 
earling 
erfect. 























IBAUIBY’S 
SKIN & SCALP 
CLEANSED 
PURIFIED 
ano BEAUTIFIEB 


BY 
9 ° 
(aticura Soap. 
R CLEANSING, PURIFYING, AND BEAUTI- 
fying the skin of children and infants, and 
preventing minor blemishes and inherited skin 
diseases becoming chronic, CUTICURA MEDICATED 
TOILET SOAP is immeasurably superior to every 
one r skin soap yet prepared. 

Purine and invigorates the pores of the skin, 
ona mparts activity to the oil glands and tubes, 
thus furnishing an outlet for unwholesome matter, 
which, if retained, creates pimples, blackheads, 
flushes, and other complexional isfigurations. 

Its gentle and continuous action on these natural 
lubricators of the skin keeps the latter transparent, 
soft, flexible and healthy, and prevents rough, red, 
cracked, and scaly skin. 

Sold everywhere. Price, 25c. Prepared by the 
POTTER DRUG AND CHEMICAL Co., Boston, Mass. 
4~ Send for ‘“‘ How to Beautify the Skin.”’ 


Pl PLES, blackheads, chapped and oily skin 
prevented by CuTICURA MEDICATED SoaP. 


XQUISITE AND LASTING 
COLGATE & CO.’S 
TOILET SOAPrSsS- 


~BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. 


Its merits as a WASH BLUE have been fully tested 
one gg sd y 4 —— of BO gay oo aoe Your 

Grocer ou ve it on sale. Ask him for it. 
D. S. WIL BERGER, Prop., 233 N. 2d St., Phila., Pa, 


COBB'S COMPLEXION SOAP. 


A dollar's worth free, postpaid, to subscribers of The 
NewEngland Fireside, Best dollar magazine published 
Send $1 to N. E. F. Co., 105 Summer St., Boston, Mass. 


Patented Improved Lotta Bustle. 
Forstyle, comfort, health, and durability has no equal. 
Gives the latest Parisian 
hion. Warranted to al- 
ways regain its shape af- 
ter pressure, no matter in 
what position the wearer 
may sitor recline. Avoid 
inferior imitations. See 
that each bustleisstamped 
Improved “ Lotta.” Send 
for price-list. COLUMBIA 
ie Leng} SO. SoleM’fr’s, 


FOR SALE by all the LEADING “DRY "GOODS HOUSES. 


The VAN ORDEN RELIEF CORSETS 


never vary, are perfect in Shape, a marvel of sup 
preg a and healthfulness, They are sold entirely 
n their merit, and will be found a gold mine for 
LADY A GENTS. ‘Terms Liberal. Good pay for those 
willing to work. Full descriptive circular mailed free, 
ess VAN ORDEN CORSET CON rly f 
22 Clinton Place, N. Y. 


THE CINDERELLA |, 
TE WEBUSTER [2 


NT BY MATL on treme of fas 4 
25(C. WESTON & WELLS MP'G CO, tts mertensse 


. Geop SENSE” 


CORDED CORSET WAISTS 


are! sold at all Leading Retail Stores. Ask for them. 


~ CROSBY’S 
VITALIZED PHOSPHITES 


Strengthens the intellect, builds up 
worn-out nerves, relieves all weak- 
nesses and nervousness. 


By druggists, or mail, $1. 56 W. 25th St., N.Y. 
















































“ Don't fail to get a bottle of the great aperieat, 

2 = 9S 
Rogers’ Dry Citrate Magnesia. 
Tested forty years. Sure to give satisfaction. Supe 
rior to all mineral waters and effervescing salts, 





n Excellent Medicine—TARRANT’S Effer- 

vescent Seltzer ts ag he | isthe safest and most 

reliable remedy for Sick Headache, on eo mpg Bilious- 

ness, Liver Complaints and Constipation. Recom- 

mended by physicians & sold by druggists everywhere. 

INDNESS isaduty, Many littleones areslow— 

ly starving through im we feed 

ine Ridge’s Food, used by special directions 

will ensure health, even to the feeblest child 
Test it, mothers. Sold everywhere. 















EYESIG Bt BY MATL, 
ar method of persons 
who cannotsee : on go | 
is hig’ oy lists and physic 
wi in stamps toQUBEN & CO., Opticians,924 Chestnut St,Phila, 





\NNA will RESTORE the SONG 


BIRD MANN of cage birds. Sold by druggists, 
Package of Fronefield’s Cattle Powder for 
Horses,Cattle,and Poultry. The best made, 
FRONEFIELD, 346 Dillwyn St., Phila., Pa. 


BURPEE’S SEEDS 


ore warranted first class. Send for illus. catalo “ 
Atlee Burpee & Co., Philadelphia, 


SEEDS. ® S 








Bulbs and Plants. Our new 
Giant Pansies are the largest and 
sre per = ee essa, ‘Twenty-tive 





aentonappl'c't'n, WILSON BROS. Eastou, Pas 


Buy Direct of the Manufacturer 


AND SAVE ENORMOUS PROFITS 
MADE BY AGENTS AND MIDDLEMEN 


Want of space prevents giving all particulars 
HOLIDAY OFFER. 
"SLNVOIIddvV isuld 
03 oppus toffo 380g °8093270007 
up saunjov{nupus 4n0 sonpo.jzUp 
03 poteffo 4000 suppbsvg ys0;D04H 


regarding our unprecedented 





Be sure and write us before purchasing elsewhere, 
and thussave money, We furnish testimonials from 
thousands of pasehcoees who are to-day using our 
valuable instrume 


nt 
Catalogue and full ‘particulars free. Address 


BEETHOVEN PIANO-ORGAN CO., 
WASHINGTON, WARREN ©0O., N. de 
ORGANS The cabinet organ was in- 
troduced in its present form 
by Mason & Hamlin in 1861. 
| Other makers followed in 


he manufacture of these 
instruments, but the Mason & Hamlin Organs have 
always maintained their supremacy as the best in 
the world. 

Mason & Hamlin offer, as demonstration of the 
unequaled excellence of their organs, the fact that 
se = of the | age World’s Exhibitions, since that of 

1867, in competition with best makers of all 

countries they have invariably taken the highest 
honors, » Illustrated catalogues free. 

Mason & Hamlin's Piano 

Stringer was introduced by 


PIANOS them in 1882, and has been 
| = by Co the 
improvement in 


pianos in half a century” 

A circular, containing testimonials from three 
hundred purchasers, musicians, and tuners, sent, 
together with descriptivecatal e, toany applicant. 

ianos and Organs sold for cash or easy payments 
also rented. 


MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN & PIANOCO. 


154 Tremont St., Boston. 46 E. 14th St. (Union Sq.), N.Y. 
149 Wabash Ave., Chicago, 


MIVERSITY.2.7 8! OR CAI N nse. 


Bold Direct to Familie No} 
Solid W pod wen am yar 














Guaranteed for Six Rana eet $36 
bom) Stool and Book, for TRIAL IN YOUR 


oat Sous serons 209 208, rae 
Moe edb baat Bist Bireeh Now Work, 


WHETHER YOU WANT A 


PIANO @G@ORGAN 


It will pay you to write to the 


BEETHOVEN PIANO-ORGAN GO., 


Washington, Warren Co., New Jersey. 


‘WLLUSTRATED CATALOGUE 
RGA remem FREE } 
from old estab Ky 4 patil eae = save the = 
enormous commissions. PRICES WILL ASTONISH YOU, 


Don’t fail to write for pvt Bay ALL TREE. Address, 
CORNISH & CO., WASHINGTON, NEW JERSEY. 
HOOK & HASTINGS, Boston, 


CHURCH invite the attention of Organists 

and Church Committees to their 

ORG ANS Descriptive Circulars, which are 
sent free on application, 
LACOA- 

i A 


The Finest Powdered THE for family use, 
Requires no boiling. invaluable for Dyspeptics 
and Children. Buy of your dealer or send {Q stamps 
for trial can, H. O. WILBUR & SONS, Philadelphia, 





























= “WwO0D'S'’ PURE 
= FLAVORING EXTRACTS 


EXCEL ALL OTHERS. 








BA HER’s 


BREAKFAST COCOA 


Delicious, nourishing, absolutely pure. Costing 
less than one cent a cup. 











Best for Ladies’ use. Contains Oil. Preserves 
Leather. IsEconomical. Insist upon having it. 





LADIES, enamel your 
ranges twice @ year, tops 
once a week, and you have 
the finest-polished stove in 
the world. For sale by all 
grocers and stove dealers. 


THE STRONGEST GLUE IN THE WORLD 


Tested at 1620 pounds to pee os at ns Orleans Ex: 
sition, mie enuine = QUID @L 

made only by Russ , Mass 
Samples mailed for me. Seana). “Riware ofimitations 








ikem 4 











JOHN LEWIS Chil Qecens, New York. 





Shaw, Applin & Co 
ULPIT 
SUITS 


27 Sudbury Street, 
Send for Catalogue. BOSTON, 








CHURCH FURNITURE 
LODGE FURNITURE 


BAXTER C.SWAN 
Manufacturer, 
244-246 S. Second Street, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Write for catalogue, 
aa” Mention this paper. 





CHURCH 


LODCE & PARLOR 


FURNITURE 
Bry a in the Country. 
s. os SMALL & CO. ° Boston, Mass. 


at Send for Catalogue of. 
> phe 8. 8. — 
2 S Maps, Card af 
= EILERS % vd. 





t. Louis, Mo. 








LAMB, 
ocarminest, N.Y. 
Send for 
free circulars. 


S. S. BANNERS 











CHURCH 


Furniture. Send for circulars. 
Stained Glass. R. GEISSLE 
Banners. 127 W.8thsSt.,New York 





Silk or merino. Send for illustrated 
HARI? & 


Sunday-school Banners, $1.50 to $10. 


rice-list, C, A, 
CO., 133 N. 3d Street, Philadelphia. 














ayy a L 
1523 Catalogue 
MCALLISTER, Optician, 49 ere StaeNeYs 





BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 


Bells of Pure Copper and Tin for Churches. 
Schools, Fire Alarms, Farms, etc. ULLY 
WA ARRAN TED. Catalogue sent Free. 


VANDUZEN & TIFT, Cincinnati,O. 










McShane Bell Foundry 
Finest Crade of Bells, 
Cuimxs anp Prats for CHURCH 
Send ey Price and a Catalogue. 4 rte 


-McS 
Pelthonte, Md, 






















390 Funp snlections, OT pai dy etc., and nice 
maciceee Pub.Go.,Cadis,Ohie, 





CLOBE 
INCANDESCENT LAMP 


400 candle power. Burns kero- 
seneoil. Will brilliantly illumi- 
nate a room 50 feet square. ‘'wo 
Globe Lamps will produce as 
much light as one arc electric 
lamp, and illuminate a room 
with greater ranean peqtte 
A, no machinery. Wick 
inches in circumference. _ tH 
voir holds 15 pints. Costs less 
than two cents per hour to oper- 
ate. The best church or store 
light in the market. Manufac- 
tured only by THE STAN- 
DARD LIGHTING Co., 1 
Perkins Av.,Cleveland,O. 


Make CHURCH and HOME Attractive, 


Have a good light. The best lamp ever made— 


THE “ROCHESTER.” 


Send for illustrated catalogue showing many — 
cialties in lamps and bronze ornaments. Fine se 
tions for presents. Manufactured by 


EDWARD MILLER & CO., 
10 and 12 College Place, New York, N. Y. 


THE VERY_BEST 
Chureh Light. 
OIL GAS or ELECTRIC. 
_, Over one hundred cm dyned 
Beflector Chandeliers 
for every conceivable use. eee 
free. Please state wants. 

WHEELER REFLECTOR CO. 
20 Wr sehingtes St, | 88 E. Lake St, 
Boston, $8. Chicago, IIL 

14 South Broad St., Philadelphia, Pe 


INCREASE YOUR LIGHT. 


We propose to send by mail a sample bur- 
ner that will double your light, never 
break chimney, extinguish like gas with 
safety, fit ee emg you have without 
om t One Dollar each. A, J. 
WE jan Et ER, 36S. 2d St., Philadelphia, 


CHURCH LICHTS. 


Kerosene Grontaters, yy reed hs ae Standards, 
H.&N.  N RUSSELL & D AY New York. 
Glassware, Lamps, and Fixtures. ‘Send Yor catalogue. 


PERFECT OIL BURNER. FITS ANY LAMP, 
Safety Extinguisher. Cannot explode, No 
blowing out. Large Mog on No flicker. Send 
for sample and chimney, $ 
N. ¥. BRASS CO., 1 LBareiay St., New York. 


SUMMER TOURISTS, TAKE NOTICE, 


Our Metier Homoeopathic Chocola' 
luxury of travelers. A 1b can of chocolate pd ny 
ps many “— of chocolate, On short notice, by 
ng boiling milk or water. 
Croft & Allen, 
__1226 Market Street, PHILADELPHIA. 
































LOW’S ART TILES 


GRATES, AND FIBEPLACES, 


W. H. HARRISON & BRO., 1435 Chestnut St., Phila, 
Send for illustrated catalogue. Mention this paper. 








Scroll Saws, Tool Chests, 


WO0Dtireineee 


. pe pm ay om 
CHES Lt PAGE, “Chicago, il.” i. 

TOOL Sah pend Carpenter's Tesla o> 

(Limited), 607 Market St, Philadelphia, Fa, 






a 
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“CHLIDEMA” 


Is the name of a new Carpet manufactured by 


JNO. & JAMES DOBSON, 
Falls of Schuylkill Carpet Mills. 


This announcement is made that you may 
avail yourself of the first opportunity to visit 
our store and see this new fruit of the carpet 
loom. We want the criticisms of all lovers of 
art on this latest production. 

All interested in seeing the best the nation 
ean do in this Centennial year should see the 
CHLIDEMA CARPET, 

Those who need a carpet to harmonize with 
the latest style of draperies should purchase the 
CHLIDEMA, 

The quality is the finest made, and the colors 
and patterns the work of an artist. 

One of the principal features of the Carpet is 
the border, which is woven on, thereby avoiding 
the mitres at the corners and adding to its beauty 
and durability. 

Can furnish them to suit rooms of any size. 

In addition to the above, we are prepared to 
show a large line of carpets of all grades, of the 
latest styles and colorings, 

In our “BARGAIN DEPARTMENT” will 
be found Wiltons, Axminsters, Velvets, Body 
Brussels, and Ingrains, as well as the Tapestry 
Brussels we have been offering at such reduced 
prices. No one should lose this opportunity to 
secure such great bargains, 


JOHN & JAMES DOBSON, 
809, 811, & 813 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 








This Label ts on the Best Aibbon Made, 


FAMILY BUTTONHOLE ATTACHMENT 


ean be applied to any two-thread 
sewing machine, and an elegant 
durable BUTTONHOLE pro- 
duced in fraction of a minute. 
Price within reach ofall. Send 
‘tamp, mention this paper, and 
full particulars, sample of work, 
ad testimonials will be sent. 
Address the SMITH & EGGE 
MFG. CO., 16 B. 14th 8t, N.Y. 


GAT'S -EYE 


The Gem Cat’s Eye is so called because it t possesses t 
peculiar fay of | tor glisten reen in a 5 and s eye in the 
k. I havea limited stock only, and offer you one for 
only 44 cts., post paid. by vo same | eke a sage 9 ‘sineral 
87 ook nee, Send Stamp for large M 
jont> Noveliies, Indian pt sage od 
AMMEN, 935 16th St., ge Bert 


KEYSTONE WATCHES ars 


widens’ sow eler for the 
6 Chestnut St, Philadelphia, Pa. 


END : CENTS for samples of the famous cus- 
tom-made vhs mouth Rock §3 Pants, Rules for self- 
measurementandacloth tape measureincluded. Eve 
ir grarentecs or money refunded. Piymeu 
Bee nts Co., 18 Summer St., Boston, 


PERFECT FITTING SHI 2 BY 
White. Dress Ht {ve 
oom 03 x ( sndried 
147—149 North 8th &t., Philndoighta, _— 


ws Parca SPOOL COTTON 


est and cheapest. Warranted 200 yards, 
ail Leading Dry Goods an Notion Jobbers. 


Perfect Necktie Holder. 
Bend » ‘. for at vp ded ng 4 hold- 
ers, 

atl / Padeiphia 


STAntnewt ASD RONy, 


HOLE MADE 


IN FRACTION 
OF A MINUTE 





































Dyeing Estab- 


ws, & Co., 5 
Shn Bt, N. ¥ Aath St., Phila. 43. Chat aT CY 
and cleaned wi ithout Ae Rend 


ir rretre and vorice ist, Mention this pape, 


The KANSAS TRUST and BANKING Co,, | Bisset 


- OF ATCHISON, KANSAS, 


President, Senator JOHN J. INGALLS. 
Offers unsanined Farm Bonds, semi-annual interest 
coupons payab ble at the Chatham National Bank, 
New Yor No loans made in 
Bend for particulars to 


Eastern Office, 137 Broadway, New York. 
R. M. MANLEY, General Manager. 


ANSAS FARM, LaANS S at six te seis" 
pér cent interest, 
es amount of loan. mtrictiy pe A 
Absolute safety tyinvestors. UNION satire Boll 
Co., Emporia, Kansas, 











the extreme West. 


half times the 


Collects eote. 


Trust ‘an 
~O KRUMBHAAR, BENJ.M 


Deacrens PRE Ga 


ave By 





Pane t Tana J a Wistee 
acker, 


F. B. Hroker, 


PHILADELPHIA MORTGAGE AND TRUST CO. 


322 Chestnut St. 


Capital, eter toe SAFE I poche, SECURITIES. 


Z MORTGAGES ssc 


PER CENT. REA ESTATE 
secured by special di t of FIRST 
rer Betate worth twe ahd one- 
Capital of the Company. 


cial aan = INTEREST AL ALLOWED ON 0 POSITS. 


me gy he 


R.. Urey 


‘ete ieee Ofte Wy oye Henry. 


has, Huston. 


.D. McCreary. 





AY be you have some money for which you 
Mi aré looking fof an investment. It goes with- 
out dispute that a mortgage on a building 
in Topeka or Kansas City, or on an improved 
farm in Kansas, is Just as good a collateral as 
one on a building in New York or Albany, or 
on an improved farm in Pennsylvania or West 
Chester Co, 

The question {# how to get it properly placed. 

There are any quantity of Investment Ccompa- 
nies in Kansas which make a business of loan- 
ing money for Eastern capitalists. We do. 

Our claim is that we are the oldest Company 
in Topeka; we do by far the largest business; 
we have loaned over twenty million dollars for 
our clients, and not one of them has ever lost a 
dollar, principal or interest, on loans that we 
have made, 

Our aim js absolute security, rather than 
“big” commissions, “bigger” interest, and 
“biggest” risks, 

Our clients number some of the principal in- 
surance companies, savings-banks, trust com- 
panies, colleges, etc., in the Hasternm states, 


THE KANSAS LOAN AND TRUST OO., 
Toreka, Kansas, 


T. B. Swket, Pres, Gro. M. Nosux, Vice-Pres, 
KE. M. Sa#uLpen, Treas. KE. T. Wirrcoms, Bec, 


Write to us, no matter what sum you have to 
invest—large oF sinall, 





KANSAS CITY. 


An absolutely tafe investment, which will return 
a@ large profit in reasonably short time. We are 
zing a syndicate to handle & tract of the 
finest unplatted ground in the limits of Kansas 
City, In the midst of the fashionable residence 
section. We will plat property which can be easily 
sold in lots to make in One year 4 net profit of $38 
on every share. Shares, $100 each. Certificates of 
shares full paid, transferable and non-assessable, 
bearing eight per cent interest from date of issue, 
entitling holders to receive their proportionate 
shares of two-thirds of the net profits. We retain 
remaining one-third for our sétvices, Secure 
shares by remitting New York draft for amount 
wanted. Investigate this investment, 


Address, 


J. H. BAUERLEIN & CO., 


Real Estate Investors, 
Security Building, Kansas City. 
THE WESTERN 


FARM MORTGAGE CO. 


ona ENOE RANE 
fi 


Ia 82 
MORTGAGE | COANS a. 
GOLD DEBENTURES. 
We offer First Mo gen ge ns, 48 hereto- 
fore, grawing 7 § For eBént nt moans. 3 Also 10 
and By er oid f Debentures. 
hach Beries of Bebepturen. ‘se $100,000 is poen y 
sneeanie'ie dvs fines the assay ot the, torigane 
held in truss Oe t e Ame + oan 


its a over ‘itive ‘ouaki ah oP teow api 


Quaktr 
fs @xperience. No 


the prompenes, fhe a ag 
stent, mz us i 
° Bein mphlete, = eat aye, ui 


va ©: 102 South ree Oe. 


INNER, Agen 
aKE VIR: CLAY COUNTY 


‘, heantiful Lake 
Price $10 tneids, 1 and sis? for corner lots. 
ie bug alive acre Artes fie 


ae ‘ou cea rem in x 

Seat e 

tn se birsady —_ ay a 

th all at new tawne an 1} fellas ‘gnelone a stamp) to = 


FLORID DA." 3 








Philadelphia 












O O A Pair for Bronze and Narra- 
e ansett Turkeys. 20 percent dis- 
count for orders before ¥P% 21. T. Bunker on Turk 
Raising, 25c, Address CLirt, Mystic Bridge, 


sickhess ahd cold. Three 
= Northern society. 


Spr ees Oran Hat Goyes 


"2 corer a gen ollege, 
igh, healthful pine land. 
ouses, and lands for Bale, 





$20,000 FIRST MORTGAGE 
FOR SALE. 


We have a First Mortgage Loan of $20,000 
upon the following property, to wit: 

A business block ih Hutchinson, Reno 
County, Kansas. Located upon lots 1, 3, 
and 6 First Avenue E. Dimensions 99 x 103 
feet, three stories high. Four store rooms 
on the first floor, and seventy office rooms 
above. Cost when complete $30,000. Fur- 
nished with electric light and water 
throughout, Front of pressed brick and 
plate glass. Balance of stone and brick. 

The three lots are worth $20,000, Insur- 
ance as collateral, $20,000. Interest 7 per 
cent. Semi-annual, Principal payable in 
five annual payments of $4,000 each, Date 
October ist, 1887. 

We will sell you thisloan at par. If you 
want it subject to correctness of this state- 
ment and previous sale, wire us at our ex- 
pense, and we will hold same till we can 
have a letter from you. 

We have many other desirable loans of 
smaller amounts for sale. 

JOHN D. KNOX & ©O., 

Investment Bankers and Loan Agents, 

Topeka, Kansas, 





Incorporated 1886, Charter Perpetual. 


THE CIRARD 
Life Insurance, Annuity, and Trust Co, 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 
2020 CHESTNUT STREET. - 


Capital, $500,000. Surplus, $1,400,000. 


Acts as Executor, Administrator, Guardian, Trustee 
or Committee, and receives and executes "trusts of 
every description from the courts, corporations, and 
individuals; also insures lives and grants annuities, 
Interest allowed on money eee 
Safes in burgiar-proof vault for rent. 
Ample accommodations for the storage of silver 
chests under guarantee, 
Wills receipted for and kept safely without charge. 
EFFINGHAM B. MORRIS, President. 
HEN ae Y 'NALL, Vice-President and Treasurer, 








WM. at Actuary. 

WM.N, BL ssistant Tre: 

ORORGHE TUCRER BISPILAM Solicitor. 
MANAGERS: 


Effingham B. Morris, 


. Comly, 
H, N. Butroughi 


pha B. Garret, 
a. Hy J 
John Wan finale 
eorge Tucker split, 
Wm i. @ 


John A. Brown, hf : - aw. ‘Knight, 
ndrews Knig’ 
ee a Samuel B. Brown. 


AMERICAN FIRE 
INSURANCE CO. 









i ies tt ‘ye “as 
Office in Company's Building, 


308 and 310 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 


Cash Capital $500,000.00 
Reserve for Lo =~ amma one. 
248,984.44 


all other c ost 
Sarpiue over a Minbilities. et 874.22 


TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1887, 
$2,201,856.G6G4. 


DIRECTORS: 
os. H. Montgomery, Alexander page 
yy T. Lewis, harles P, Pi 
orris, os. BE. Gtiling 
rton 4 atyichineop Bamuel W iingham Te 
has, & Whelen. 


THOMAS H. mORTOON SY Prest. 
ICHARD MARIB, Secretary. _ 
OHN D. ae & CO 
INVESTMENT B. NKER Sand LOAN AGENTS, 


PR 
Negotiators of WESTERN KANSAS FIRST MORT- 
GAGES, See large advertisement next week. 


THE REALESTATE TRUST CO. 


UF PHILADELPHIA, 
No. 1840 OHESTNUT STREET. 
BANKING fieiic "hou bar aniciet 


railroad, and other investments. 8 


§o., 100 Washin Kee St, Chicago. New York office, 
ted Bank Bull lding. 


Manhattan Life Insurance  Co., New York. 
YOu HAVE LIVE ND WON. 
For example of its operation address the Company, 
giving your age. 























al $600,000). 
ns. 
to yey ee and 





ad, next week o 
Pare: INVESTMENT co. * Capit 
7%,’ Guara 
Governments conv 





mium, 150 Nassau St. (mention paper). 





JAMES M CREERY & C0, 


announce the arrival ofa large importa- 
tion of BLACK AND COLORED SILKS, 
which they are now offering at Special 
Sale at remarkably low prices. 

Those Faile Francais Silks, in choice 
colorings, are made from pure silk, and 
their superiority over other makes, for 
Durability and Richness of finish, will 
be seen at once on examination. We 
confidently recommend them. 

Our line of fine DRESS GOODS, 
adapted for mid winter wear, in all lead- 
ing styles and patterns, is unequaled. 

The following are specially note- 
worthy t 

Two lines Stripe and Check Cheviots, 
44 inches wide, at 60 cents; worth $1. 

Also, Three lines Check and Stripe 
Suitings, 54 inches wide, at 75 cents; 
worth $1 25, 

Have just opened a full line of The 
Farley & Buttrum Brand of Fine Eng- 
lish Hosiery and Underwear. The finest 
goods imported. For Ladies’, Misses’, 
Children’s, and Gentlemen's wear. 
Prices moderate. 


"Be 


BY 

MAIL 
James McCreery & Co., 
Broadway & lith St., New York. a 


PENCERIAN 


TEEL PENS 
Are the Best. 


ESTABLISHED 1660 


USED BY THD BEST PENMAN. 


oted for Superiority of Metal. Uniformity and Durability, 
20 Samples for Trial, post paid, 10 ets, 


IVISON, BLAKEMAN & 00. THAW BAY 


JOSEPH CILLOTTS 
STEEL PENS 


Sotn By ALL DEALERS Turouctout He WORLD 
GOLD MEDALPARIS EXPOSITION-1878, 


from any part of the country 
will receive careful and prompt 
attention. 









































your own name and address 
pinned 10 Gon old Letters for 25 cents. Twelve 
for 40 cents, Six BG-cent orders for $1.00. Address 
OONN, NOVELTY ©O., Meriden, ct. 


NGRAVED CARDS BY MAIL 


Our Engraving Depeaimeet offers unequalled 
facilities for Weddl and Visiting Cards. = 
graved Plate end | Cards, §1. Wb. Send 
Sample Sheet. 


RITING PAPERS BY MAIL 


We sell all grades of Writing Papers by the 
Pound, Itisthe cheapest way tobuy, You get 
peerty double the quantity than , — 

‘orsame money. All ner Newest Papers and 
ae a sam omen me Bample Book, 

WM.H.H 5 &CO., 927 Arch Street, 

__ LEADING OOK INS #. hg Philadelphia, — 


ARE YOU PAPER BY MAIL. 
Send 3 two-cent stamps for 
our complete set of samples, 

0 UT OF representing more than 
Mail rates, 16 ¢. 178 to 184 Devonshire St, 
"BOOKS BOUGHT! 


LEARY’S OLD BOOK STORE, 


NO. 9 SOUTH NINTH STREET, 
First store below Market Street, Philadeiphia, Pa. 





eneils with 





250 VARIETIES 
Express often Snbat oe. Boston, Maas. 


which we sell 
Li OW BEST Prices in the United States.— Paper by the 
dd 








BY THE POUND 

from 15 cents upwards. 

SAMUEL WARD COM PANY, 

(0/4 Stand Ward & Gay,) 

Stationers, Engtavers, & Printers, 

[meee ell direct from milis to the consumer, 

ve sheetaof paper and envelopes, with prices and 

on r of sheets to a pound, sent on Fecelpt of 15 = 
H. H. . Cantur & KARRICK, 3 Beacon Street, Boston — 

BOOKS BOUGHT! 


T Newnpe $3. Circular size, $4 
TN ewspaper size, #4. Typeset 
ting easy, pri volta directions, 
at Wiisena 2 stain ps for Fag = 


CARDS" Kelsey 20 


cards, 
Kelsey & Co. Meriden, Oe 


BUSHNELL'S PORTABLE LETTER- COPYING BOOK 


Is & Copying Book and Press combined. It males 
perfect copies with ordinary ink. Price, ¢1 by pail, 

postpaid. Agents wanted in every town. Ben r 
Sescrl tivecircular. A. BUSHNELL, General Agent, 
47 Bouth Fourth Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 


STheention w DARNING MADE BASY, This 











invention will darn quickly and beantifully, holes 
of any site or shape, and strengthen worn places. 
child can do as nice work asan adult. Sent post-paid, 
with full instructions, for one dollar. Address 
COWLES & GALE, 100 Prospect St., CLEVELAND, 0. 
pn AiR 


WORTH DOING. 


Write the Hartman Steel Co., Limited, Beaver Fall: 
Pa. for illustrated circulars of theHartman PatentStee. 
Wite Door Mat and their Patent Steel Picket Fence, 








= os 


res SEG 
a 


Sere st 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


[November 5, 1887. 


















































TOO EASY. 
Katy—Cleanliness prevents disease. Johnnie, 
what is the best medicine for dirt? ‘i 
Johnnie (indignantly)}—Humph! Sapolio! Give 
me a hard one, 


‘‘A disease known is half cured.” If 
your house is dirty buy a cake of 


SAPOLIO. 


It is a solid cake of Scouring Soap used 
for all cleaning purposes exvept the laun- 
No. 5. [Copyright, March, 1887.j 





PIANO FORTES 


UNEQUALLED IN 
Tone, Touch, Workmanship, and Durability. 
WILLIAM KNABE « Co., 


BALTIMORE, 22 and 24 East Baltimore St. New 
Yorx, ~~ WASHINGTON, 817 Market Space. 


F. NORTH & CO., Sole 
1308 Chestaut Street, PHILADELPHIA. 


ASK FOR 
PROCTER & GAMBLE’S VEGETABLE GLYCERINE. 











Send 10 cents for our Art Catalogue describing the 
set of pictures called 


Christ in Art 


and a list of 10,000 photographs of works of art and 
foreign views published by us. Pretty, en cage | 


pictures, collections of photogra: and 
panels for the holidays, e raphe, 


SOULE PHOTOGRAPH CO., 
338 Washington Street, BOSTON. 


FREE TO ALL!! 


A CHRISTMAS CONCERT 


Exercise mailed free to any that will send their ad- 
dress to J. 8. OGILVIE & CO., Publisher, 
67 Rose Stresi, New York 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 92 8.,5. Lessons. Hel 


ful, interesting, practical. 
Editorials, expository notes, pritmary teachings, what 
can I do? central thoughts, soien Se fee ee ae 
eres, Plans, y 
nd 60c, for a year. 








tings. copy. 
orrow. Binnespolis, Minn. 








“ Books Which Have Influenced Me,” by Canon Far- 
oe: 





rar and twelve others, Everybody is commenting on or 





quoting fromit. Price, 25 cents, postpaid, James Pott 
& Co., Astor Place, New York. 











GOLDEN TEXT SYMBOLS. 


Send SIX CENTS for SAMPLE SET and price list. 
- H. B. ANGELL, 354 Fourth 4ve., N. ¥. 


Conrunts GUIDE TO FANCY WORK 

FREE to any one sending 25 cents in stamps or 
money fora six months’ trial subscripticn 1 Farm and 
Home. Book contains64 . es & 500 illuscrations. Club 
of five, $l. FARM AND HOME, Springfield, Mass. 


Then send sample k- 

25 cts. to us, De you use age of dif- 
— oS will REWARD CARDS ?j ferent ones, 

ne a 

_ De. 3 - NIVER PUR, CO., Aivany, N. Y. 

TEACH ER »| Aids and souvenirs for the children. 

Something new.Send10c.for samples 

latest price-list of Xmas, New Year, 

CARDS. Birthday, Easter,S.S. souvenirs, etc. 

G. 8. Vibbert & Co., Clintonville, Ct. 

UNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARIANS should 
KS send to P. F. Van Everen, 11s Nessau St., N. Y., 

for free samples of his Mbrary numbers, 


gummed and perforated. Also the pape 
covers that can’ be adjusted so that it io 

















Professor Rice’s Self-Teaching Sys- 

tem. All can learn music without 

SELF theaidofateacher. Rapid, correct. 
Established 12 years. Notes, chords, 
TAUGHT accompaniments, thorough bass 
|laws, ete, 10 specimen lessons, 10c, 

Circulars free. G.S. Rice Music Co,,243 StateSt. ,Chicago. 


“THE WONDROUS BIRTH,” 
“JOYOUS SOUNDS,”  2si2" 


BxAVERSON. 
by STERRITT. Two beautiful Christmas services, 
Price, each, Se. Stampstaken. W. H. BONER &CO., 
Publishers, No. 1102 Chesinut Street, Philadelphia. 


Servicesand Carols, A fullline, 
over 20 varieties. Send to us for sam- 
yee of any or all that you see —- 


Yisea. and thus save time and mone 
Price, 5 cents each, or any six different ones for 
cents. Quantities at publishers’ lowest rates. GOQOD- 
ENOUGH & WOGLOM, 122 Nassau St., New York. 








) EREALINE griddle-cakes 
are simply delicious. They 
melt in the mouth. Use 

with them honey or pure 
maple syrup; they need 
no butter. 


Catherine Owen writes: ‘*Cerealine griddle-cakes are the most 
delicious I have ever eaten.” 
Christine Terhune Herrick writes: ‘‘Cerealine Flakes makes de 
licious fritters and griddle-cakes.” 
The “Cergarine Coox-Boox,” containing over two hundred carefully 
prepared recipes, will be sent to any one who will mention where this 


advertisement was seen, and enclose a two-cent stamp for pdstage to_the 
Cereauing Mra. Co., Columbus, Ind, 


“ Cerealine Flakes” fer sale by all grocers at twenty cents a package.. 








The Lesson Calendar for 1888 is of the 
same general character as the one issued 
for 1887, but i + far more beautiful. It is 
arranged to hang in the scholar’s room 
and it gives the full text of the lesson and 
also the golden text for each Sunday. All 
the lessons of the year are thus given in 
the one calendar. :The leaves are not 
pasted together in a pad, but hang by an 
ingenious wire device. When a week has 
passed by, the leaf for that week’is turned 
upon the wire hanger, and takes its place 
back of the other leaves. It is the prettiest 
thing published in the line of the Sunday- 
school lessons, and scarcely anything could 
be more helpful. 

Each calendar, this year, will be packed 
in a pasteboard box, and’édh 6é carried in 
the mails without injury. Price, fifteen 
cents each; when five or more copies are 


taken, twelve centseach. Can be had of 
Qaléngar- booksellers or from the publisher. 
JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


WE CAN SAY IT OF “IRONCLAD.” 


It’s better than it looks. It is not coarse, though it has an unyielding feel 
to the fingers. Its stock of finery is long, strong wool and service. It isn’t all 
on the surface. Cut it in half, and you would only find wool. It’s the wiry, 
tight twist of the wool that gives it its feel. It gives it its strength,too. That's 
it’s virtue—strength. 

The manufacturer had a double satisfaction-last year. As much work as he 

id do, and as much fame as he gave us cloth to gain it with. He made it all 

s. Sohad we. We sold our “Ironclad” suits to the end. 

)i Makes it all for us this year. He’ll do his best to make; we, to sell. The 
quality is improved. Between those who have had it getting it again and you, 
we expect to beat him. ‘The price is the same as it was. 

Men’s Suits, $12.00. Men’s Overcoats, $10.00. 

Send for samples, and think of the price. 


WANAMAKER « BROWN, 


OAE HALTXL,, 


SIXTH AND MARKET STREETS, seiediemnioaa, \2 


HRISTMAS _ |THE GOSPEL WORKER'S TREASURY 
SELECTIONS, Cie, 0.1 


Outlines. and Scripture — Ss. 
Compiled by the Rev. E. 8S. LO NZ, A. M. 
Nos, 1 and 2, compiled by E. S. Lore 
Each contains fresh recitations for holiday 


Over one hundred and fifty hymns een over 

seven hundred anecdotes gathered and classified ; 

stone. “Only book of its kind. Very popular last year, | Gu‘tedtagasee fall utd. complete, Tndiepansebie 

cts. ‘Bound in one, 25 cis. Ask your bodksellar for it services, or children’ meetiny in tree poootings. Sons 
At the Manger. 


fine cloth. Postpald $1.50. Sold 
reovipt of price by .J.SHUEY, Publisher, ayton,O ¥ 
A Service of Song, Response, and Recitation for 
chnnne time. By the Rev. E. 8. LORENZ. For use J. W. TUFTS’S Carol Service, No. IV, 
with or without tableaux and costumes. Original in 


dette geartiaes sarsaeegra Peete Ge Lief o> haan 
postpaid ; per 100, express unpaid, $3.00. CHRISTMAS 
Christmas Cheer, No. 2. 


rice, 5 cts; 100 copies, $4.00, 
Mreicnowledged to be the BEST. 
A collection of new music for schools, choirs, rar. 
tettes, soloists, etc. Same size and price as“ the 


125,000 of Nos. I., Ln pone IIL. sold 
Manger.’ 
All the above soag be had from booksellers gener- 


choo]: 




















C AROLS, Cong’! S. S. aie Publishing Society, 
ally, from Ward & Drummond, New York. or 


Boston and Chicago. 
from the publisher, W. J. SHUEY, Dayton, O. 


YMNS:TU ba 
PI GRIM |FOR THE SuNDAY-scHOOL. | «..- ms CRATES = SETHE 
workers. By the same author, Pil- 


for sample copy. 
SOK Song Leaves, 100 copies, $1.00. 


PS) 
sree |B 
Cong’! S. S. and Pub. Society, Boston and Chicago. 


INO. B. a Ir, 0-00 | Pertpansg St, 
CHRI STMAS | MUSIC. 

EWELS oF RAISE 

NEW S. S. MUSIC BOOK 


~_ = s,’ 
Specimen toy, poperqov. 25c. 





The Taeal 8 Book. “Price in in quantity, 
100 copies, $30 Send for circu- 
lars which ie ‘he oem of the 


mhilada 
best musical critics andSunday-school 





NEW CANTATA, 
es : ee Eve 


con gi hea to 
© BROS. 185 Hane St Gi Cincinnati, Ohio. 





¥ LLMO 





ELCOME SONGS for Gandar-eqhocks, 
Words and music, costs es 19% — 
niaioers sued oie tor any schoo. 








onses, ce 5 on Ry A one 
action Guaranteed. 
eA an U2 MULL, 150 Nassau Street, New York. 


nd for semis copies \r. 4. cents ies tor 





CHILDREN'S DIADEM, 


New Sunday-school Song Book. 
By ABBEY & MUNGER. 


By a happy thonght, the above endearing name was 

iven toa book containing the last compositions of 

r. A. sO * abbey, a good composer of refined taste, a 
child lover and successful teacher, who has recently 
passed away. This new cothertion of the sweetest of 
children’s hymns and songs is likely to be received 
with great favor. 


30 cents; $3.00 per dozen. 
Jehovah’s Praise, %,2.eresN at 


perior book for Choirs, Singing Classes, and Con- 
ventions. A large and attractive collection of 
Sacred and Secular music for practice and Church 
Service, Anthems, and Hymn Tunes. 


Price, $1.00; §9.00 per dozen. 
Voices of Praise, Hurcuins, oocupies.& 


high place in the esteem of those who need a col- 
lection of music of convenient size, not difficult 
and of moderate price, to use in religious meet- 
ings and in the Sunday-school service, Every- 
thing is dignified and in good taste, yet there is 
spirit and brilliancy throughout. Please examine, 


Price, 40 cents; $4.20 per dozen. 
Books Mailed for Retail Price. 


OLIVER DITSON &CO., Boston. 


CHRISTMAS MUSIC. 


Ward & Drummond’s Christmas Carols 
No. 9. Six new pieces. Better than ever. Price, 
$2.00 per 100. By mail, $2.20. 


The Heavenly Babe. A new and beauti- 
ful responsive service, — music. By George Ran- 
dell. 16 pages. $4.00 per 100; by mail, 


A New Service for the Primary Ch 
entitled The Unspeakable ey ret vad 
music. By Thomas O, Conant, 

10; by mail, $4.50. 


The Christmas Branch. Words on ly. 
By W. H. Vogler. 4 pages. $2. $2.00 per 100; by mail, $2.: 


Samples of the four mailed postpaid for 20 cents. 


NOVELTIES FOR 1888. 


Our Primary Class Prayer. By Faith 
Latimer. Four new and beautiful designs. Size of 
cards, 6X74 inches. Price, %. $5.00 per 100, mail paid. 


‘exts and Bib Bible Gems. 32 pages, in 

Bee bey legant cover. $2.00 per 100; $2.20 by mail. 
Rn ahd complete supply of everything needed in 
the Bunday-schonl line always on hand. Anything 
you see advertised in The SundaySchool Timesinthe . 
way of Christmas music, etc., can be had here at pub- 


lishers’ lowest rates. Prompt and careful attention 
to all orders. 


WARD & DRUMMOND, 
116 Nassau Street, New York City. 


X-MAS LiL 


Contain new Ongole by 
SHC ON LOO) st ea 


‘Response 
¥K. E. etek 2 slagantly 
pe Ate fae ealors, yp a. each, or Bis .a dozen 
By mail mail, postpaid; $4 per 100 by express not "prepaid. 
A beautiful Christmas Ser- 
vice, consisting of new and 
By P. F. Campigiio. finely harmonized Cases 
interspersed throughout a most interestin 
of Res aave ngs. Price, same as for C rist= 
Es tk the “Christmas Selections" the music ts nd 
grinted together after the Responsive Service, while ¢: 
“Noel” tt is interspersed throughout the Readings. 


Judge Santa Claus, fb thee porcine 


Burnham & Roo ope as Santa Claus’ Mis- 
By & t. take b the same authors, 
and is both pretty and instructive. Any Sunday- 
School can give it wih good effect. Can be pre- 
pew yt Lh Rite to AF he ’ time. Price, 30cts. 


of Christmas Music of query 
moie et $ $ Gemeryeion will be sent free to 
any address on application. 
on this paper. 


The a CHURCH CO.,Cincinnati,0. 


And 19 East 16th St., New York City. 


1887 Xmas Music! 
WAITING FOR SANTA CLAUS. 


THE NEw CANTATA FOR CHRISTMAS TIME, 
By Dr. W. H. DOANE. 
Full of pretty Songs, Duetts, and Chorusea, inter- 
rsed with Humorous Dialogues. One e the most 
charming Cantatas ever written. Can Tay 
learned and ney gottenup. Itwill Stora ‘a del igh' 
ful entertainmen 
Sent on receipt of 25 cents.) 


THE TRUE LIGHT 2 now curse 


mas Service, by the Rev. ROBERT LOWRY, 
consisting entirely of Scripture and Song. Selections 
made with intelligent care. Songs original and fresh. 

As Xmas falls on Sunday, this Service will be found 
especially desirable. Easily rendered by,any Sunday- 











Price, $4 per 100; 5 cts. each by Mail. 


Christmas Annual No. 18.—Gonthinsnieasitg 


authors. Anabundant supply of Songs for any Christ- 
mas Festival. 


Price, $3 per 100; 4 cts. each by Mail. 
BaP A full Catalogue sent on request, 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 76 76 E. Ninth St., N.Y. 


si Randolph Street, Chicago. 


GLAD HALLELUJAHS jresiece and bet 


song book, for Church or School. By mail, 35 cts. 
By express, pS per Sn we =~ fet hundred. 
"TA Arch St., Phila., Pa. 








The Snuday School Times intends to admit only advertisements that are trustworthy. 


the publisher will refund te subscribers any money that 


, an advertisement of ia be inad 
however, an ar lane & party nos wyed standing vertently inserted, 
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